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I WANT YOU to 
vote in the mu-
nicipal and re-
gional elections 
o n  Nove mb e r 
21, especially if 
you’re an inter-
national work-
er or student. 
Unlike in many 
countries, these 
two levels of local 
government have 

enormous spending powers, and their 
political make up has a huge influence on 
everything, from health care and educa-
tion, to daycare and transport.

And it’s likely that if you’re reading 
this, you can vote. All EU and EEA res-
idents over the age of 18 are eligible. 
Other internationals are eligible after 
three years of residency in Denmark. 
You don’t even need to sign up – if you’re 
eligible, you’re automatically added to 
the voter registry and will get a poll 
card in the post in the weeks before the 
election. Want to know more about the 
election? We’ve got seven pages, start-
ing on page 10, with loads of useful in-
formation – I’m sure there are plenty of 
Danes, too, who will benefit.

I really hope more internationals 
vote in this year’s election than in 2013, 
when only 33.5% made use of their right, 
compared to 74.8% of Danes. I get it – 
many don’t feel informed enough, or 
simply see themselves as just passing 
through the country. 

To the first point, that’s what The 
Murmur is for! We really hope the elec-
tion section informs you a little more, 
or at least helps point you in the right 
direction.

On the second point, it’s important 
that as many internationals use their 
vote as possible because it sends a sig-
nal that we are invested. The low levels 
of democratic participation by interna-
tionals strengthens the argument that 
non-Danes should feel and behave like 
guests in the country, regardless of how 
long they have been here.

It also makes it easier to justify 
weakening our rights. In May, the pop-
ulist Danish People’s Party proposed 
limiting the vote to internationals who 
have passed a language test, while far 
right party Nye Borgerlige wants to 
completely revoke the right of all inter-
nationals to vote. 

These proposals should not be tak-
en lightly. International residents have 
been voting in local Danish elections 
since 1980. Denmark is, and always 
has been, a country with a large foreign 
population that have largely supported 
Denmark’s economic growth and there-
fore should be given a say in Denmark’s 
political direction.

I remember someone explaining the 
difference between an immigrant and 
an expat – the former was making an 
investment in remaining in the coun-
try, while the latter was only passing 
through. In which case, why should they 
have a say?

I don’t believe this distinction is rel-
evant any longer. Sure, there are some 
people who expect to move home. But 
I also know many internationals and 
their families who thought they were 
only moving to Denmark for a short 
period and ended up staying for dec-
ades. Because they had internalised the 
‘guest’ mentality, however, they didn’t 
do enough to integrate and later found 
themselves in limbo – no longer tru-
ly part of the Danish society or their 
home country.

Participating in the election aids in-
tegration, as it encourages internation-
als to learn about the political system, 
and the issues affecting Denmark. And 
it also sends a signal to Danish society 
that internationals are engaged and ac-
tive members of their society. 

The problem is, many Danes don’t 
realise that we exist. I moved here in 
1994, and while most of my friends are 
Danes, I know how good they are at 
self-segregating. I am the first interna-
tional friend some of my Danish friends 
ever made. I doubt most Danes realise 
that there are 360,000 eligible inter-
national voters in Denmark! Copen-
hagen Municipality has 413,000 adult 
Danish residents, and around 42,000 
adult EU and EEA residents – around 
nine percent of the total electorate. 
That’s HUGE.

We must challenge the Danes who 
think opening their borders means a 
gradual undoing of Danish culture and 
identity, and show that we are a social 
and democratic resource. But we al-
so aren’t here to keep our heads down 
and be polite and subservient second-
class citizens.

So I implore of you, do your civic du-
ty, and VOTE! M

Peter Stanners

Editor-In-Chief 

peter@murmur.dk

@peterstanners

The real 
leeches are 
the class of 
ultra rich 
people who 
come into 
your country, 
exploit its 
democratic 
systems, and 
use the laws 
to achieve 
what they 
want, which 
is usually not 
to pay their 
taxes.
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  Learn Danish 
at IA Language School

IA Sprog  / Vibevej 9-11 / 2400 Copenhagen NV
Ph +45 3888 3233 / info@iasprog.dk / www.iasprog.dk 

Free lessons

It isn't that difficult.

[sumsum]
English: Bzzz
Japanese: Bún
Turkish: Vzzz
Korean: Boong
German: Sum
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A PATRIOT’S 
GUIDE TO 
AMERICA

An exploration 
of the American 
Dream through 
music, poetry and 
theatre

A Teater/Ordblindt and 
Down the Rabbit Hole 
Theatre production

Nov 2–12, 2017
Tue–Sat: 19.00
Sun, Nov 5 at 17.00
Sun, Nov 12 at 14.00

House of International Theatre (HIT) 

is an extended platform for 

international and English-language 

theatre, cultural activities and cultural 

exchange. Located in the heart of the 

city, on Huset-KBH’s 4th floor stage, 

HIT presents international theatre 

that is unique, daring and engaging.

SLAPSTICK 
SHERLOCK

A witty and modern 
satire about a seem-
ingly unsolvable but 
mostly idiotic and 
unreasonable mys-
tery case, combining 
theatre, slapstick and 
music.

A Manusarts production

Nov 30 - Dec 10, 2017
Tue-Sat: 19.00
Sun, Dec 3 at 17.00
Sun, Dec 10 at 14.00

www.houseofinternationaltheatre.dk

NOV NOV/
DEC

HIT at Huset-KBH, Rådhusstæde 13ManusArts

Tourist bus found
A Belgian tourist bus that 
went missing in August near 
Ingerselvsgade in Vesterbro  
– and which prompted ter-
ror fears – has been found in 
Kvistgård near Helsingør. A 
60-year-old man from Ser-
bia has been arrested.

FREE HOSPITAL RIDE
The Danish health-
care system is owed 
millions of kroner for 
treating tourists and 
foreigners who are 
not resident in Den-
mark and entitled to 
free healthcare. Ac-
cording to Berlingske, 
the health service last 
year spent around 428 
million kroner on peo-
ple who were assigned 
a so-called replace-
ment CPR. These are 
identity numbers giv-
en to individuals who 
do not live in Den-
mark, but need treat-
ment for injuries and 
illness while passing 
through. Danish hos-
pitals usually send an 
invoice for reimburse-
ment, but many hospi-
tals fail to do so.

16-year-old killed
Servet Abdija, a 16-year-old 
boy, died after he was shot 
several times near his home 
on Ragnhildgade in Copen-
hagen. According to the po-
lice, the incident was not 
gang related and Abdija had 
no criminal record. 

MONTH IN REVIEW

Asylum seekers from Kuwait 
lied about their nationality in 
order to claim asylum. A total 
of 634 people claimed they 
were persecuted in Iraq, but 
a special team in the Immi-
gration Service worked with 
international authories, and 

used social media and mo-
bile data, to prove they were 
actually from Kuwait. 300 of 
them belonged to the same 
family. "We have previous-
ly seen cases of fraud where 
you try to lie to another na-
tionality to gain an advan-

tage, but not to this extent," 
said Anders Dorph, Deputy 
Director of the Immigration 
Service. All 634 asylum seek-
ers had their cases reject-
ed this summer. 16 of the ap-
peals have been processed 
and upheld.

Gabriele Dellisanti

Iraqi asylum seekers caught lying 

HPV vaccine a success
The Danish Cancer Association has revealed that none of the 2,000 women who were first giv-
en the HPV vaccine 12 years ago have developed cervical cancer, or tested positive for pre-
cursor cell changes. There are over 100 different types of the HPV virus and the vaccine pro-
tects from the most common ones, which cause cervical cancer. Every year, around 375 Danish 
women contract cervical cancer – 100 die every year as a result.

KIM WALL UPDATE
A saw, believed to be 
used in the Kim Wall 
murder this summer, 
was found by Køge 
Bay. Police are now 
investigating wheth-
er it was used to dis-
member her body. 
Her torso was discov-
ered in August, and 
in October her limbs 
and head were al-
so recovered from 
the bay. Police have 
charged inventor Pe-
ter Madsen with man-
slaughter. He de-
nies his guilt and has 
stated that Wall was 
killed following an ac-
cident on the sub-
marine, which forced 
him to "bury Kim Wall 
at sea". Her precise 
cause of death has 
yet to be established.Pa
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REFUGEE CHILD ABUSED
A 52-year-old woman 
employed as a ped-
agogical assistant at 
the Children's Cent-
er in Tullebølle, has 
been sentenced to 
three months impris-
onment for sexually 
assaulting a 17-year-
old refugee. The 
woman will also have 
to pay the young 
man 10,000 kroner.
    While she claims 
the young man 
kissed her first, he 
explained to the 
court that he feared 
the consequences of 
turning down her ad-
vances.
    The woman admit-
ted to two acts of in-
tercourse with the 
unaccompanied refu-
gee in her car. 

High Academic Standards
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Mail blues
Mail provider Postnord is set 
for another miserable year, 
after the number of letters 
sent has dropped by 21 per-
cent in just one year. Post-
nord lost 171 million kroner in 
the third quarter of 2017, ac-
cording to the company.

The police are still investigating the 
causes of poisoning that killed two chil-
dren in Haslev, and resulted in two oth-
ers needing liver transplants.

The children belonged to a family of 
11 UN refugees that were relocated from 
Congo. The family speaks little English 
or Danish, and had trouble explaining to 

health workers the severity of the symp-
toms they were experiencing to their gen-
eral practitioner, and doctors in Næstved 
hospital. They first raised the alarm on a 
Monday, but only on Thursday were they 
admitted to hospital for treatment.

While early reports suggested the 
family had eaten poisonous mush-

rooms, the family denies foraging any-
thing from the wild.

"My children died because of errors 
made by the health service. We were 
not helped. If they had helped us ef-
fectively from Monday, they would not 
have died," the mother Diane Kahinda 
told Politiken newspaper.

Uknown toxin kills two children and leaves two needing liver transplants

The Danish national women's football 
team had to call off a World Cup qualifi-
er with Sweden last month over a conflict 
between the player's union, Spillerfore-
ningen, and the Danish football associ-
ation, DBU.Each group blamed the oth-
er for the two sides' inability to finalise an 
agreement before the game – without it, 
the match could not proceed. According 
to Ekstra Bladet, the main issue was that 
while DBU offered a temporary deal, Spill-
erforeningen wanted a completed long-

term agreement. Specifically, Spillerfore-
ningen wanted to increase the monthly 
fee paid to team members, as well as 
increase bonus payments to the team 
based on crowd sizes and performanc-
es. In total, the increased annual expense 
to DBU would be 471,000 kroner, which 
DBU rejected. The team members argue 
that they are underpaid, earning month-
ly fees ranging from only 1,000 kroner to 
4,000 kroner. DBU counters that the wom-
en's team loses money, meaning that any 

raise they are given would have to come 
from the men's team.

Unlike the men's team, however, the 
women are winners, and were runners up 
at the European Championships this sum-
mer in a final watched by 1.5 million Danes. 
The cancelled match against Sweden has 
damaged their World Cup hopes, and 
while an agreement was reached to play 
the following match against Croatia, the 
team may yet be sanctioned by UEFA for 
failing to play the match against Sweden.

Women's national team World Cup campaign in jeopardy over conflict with football association
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CITY 

A tunnel or a food market?

Every day, 46,000 cars cross 
Bispeengbuen, a six-lane elevated 
motorway in Copenhagen that cuts 
through Frederiksberg, connect-
ing Åboulevarden with Borups Allé. 
Completed in 1972, it was the first 
stage of a planned network that in-
cluded a new motorway through 
the city along the lakes. The plan 
was abandoned, but Bispeengbuen 
remains a concrete monument to 
the automobile in a city that now 
worships cycling and public trans-
port. 

Although the road authority, Ve-
jdirektoratet, has set aside 125 mil-
lion kroner to refurbish the motor-
way bridge in 2020 to give it another 
55 years of life, its days might be 
numbered.

In September, Frederiksberg City 
Council agreed to spend 200,000 
kroner to investigate how much it 
would cost to install a tunnel and 
open the 800-metre stretch of land 
for new housing and green spaces. 
According to Ingeniøren, the engi-
neering firm Rambøll estimates that 
it could be done for around 1.6 bil-
lion kroner.

Last month, two MPs joined forc-
es to lend their support for the tun-
nel proposal. Ida Auken (Radikale) 
and Jan E. Jørgensen (Venstre) ar-
gue that the "noisy and ugly" bridge 
should be torn down, and the land-
owner – the state – should invest in 
developing the area. Selling some of 
the land to developers could even 
cover some of the cost.

"There are naturally limits to how 
much money the state and [Fred-
eriksberg and Copenhagen] munici-
palities can invest in the project, but 
we need to investigate to what ex-
tent the project could be self-financ-
ing," they write.

"This model could correct a his-
toric error and create an exciting 
new area. It ought to be in every-
one's interest that Bispeengbuen 
does not stand for another 55 
years."

In the meantime, the space be-
neath the bridge may get a new 
lease of life. Normally a car park, 
the space is also used for the oc-
casional flea market and concert. 

Gabriele Dellisanti

But now Frederiksberg municipality 
has approved the construction of a 
food market under the bridge, named 
"Food and More" (Mad med Mere un-
der Buen).

"Food and More under the bridge 
will fuel the creative industries that 
we in Copenhagen are so heavily in-
vesting in. If Copenhagen wants to 
maintain its position as a creative 
metropolis and continue to evolve, it 
requires these smart and clever solu-
tions, such as a food market under a 
six-lane highway," said Carl Christian 
Ebbesen (DF), Copenhagen's deputy 
mayor for culture and leisure. 

The market will not be limited to 
selling food, but will be open to host-
ing exhibitions, creative workshops 

and other similar initiatives that could 
benefit the community. 

Half a million kroner to can-
cel a party 

The new light rail network in Aarhus cost 
3.5 billion kroner and was designed to 
strengthen the city's weak public trans-
port network. But a series of errors de-
layed the planned opening on Septem-
ber 23, and it's now not expected to be 
operational before November 26.

The delay has proved a huge 
scandal in the city, which will have 
to spend millions on replacement bus 
services in the meantime. 

The opening was cancelled with 
just one day's notice, meaning that 

a party to celebrate the new line had 
to be abandoned at the last minute. 
The cost? 570,000 kroner. 

Hitchhiking statues around 
Copenhagen 

A number of wooden sculptures de-
picting men with outstretched arms 
and a thumbs-up have been placed 
around Copenhagen at designated 
hitchhiking spots. The initiative copies 
efforts in countries such as Germa-
ny and Holland, and is designed to 
celebrate and encourage carpooling. 
The wooden figures will soon be re-
placed with official road signs mark-
ing the hitchhiking spots, and be kept 
in place for a two-year trial period. M

A render of how the land around Bispeengbuen could be used, if the motorway was – in this case only partially – torn down.

Tredje N
atur
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Don’t take our word for it, these pie fans share their experiences of The 
American Pie Co. and America’s biggest pie day – Thanksgving:

Happy 
Thanksgiving

At The American Pie Company, we bake pies from scratch 

each day from authentic American recipes. Celebrate your 

 Thanksgiving weekend with our seasonal pie favorites 

like Pimped Out Pumpkin, Bad Ass Bourbon Pecan 

or The Great Northern Salty Caramel Apple.

Call (+45) 24 22 88 22 to order 
with promo code MURMUR and 

recieve 10% off Thanksgiving pies!

T H A N K S G I V I N G  D AY  I S  T H U R S D AY ,  N O V.  2 3 R D

K I N D LY  P L A C E  S P E C I A L  O R D E R S  B Y  M O N D AY ,  N O V.  2 0 T H 

O F F E R  V A L I D  F R O M  2 2 . 1 1 . 2 0 1 7  -  2 6 . 1 1 . 2 0 1 7

G L U T E N  F R E E  O P T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

Skindergade 25   1159 Copenhagen   (+45) 24 22 88 22 

www.theamericanpieco.com

ENJOY A SLICE 
OF AMERICA IN 
COPENHAGEN

THERE IS A famous saying in the USA: 
“Nothing is more American than 
Mom, Baseball, and Apple Pie”. Cre-
ative Director and partner at The 
American Pie Company, Erin Chap-
man, says that in the USA, pie is truly 
a part of every Americans’ DNA. And 
in October 2015, The American Pie 
Co. opened its doors, offering Danes 
this unique taste of America.

The pie shop’s vibe itself is unique 
in that it has a vintage feel, appeal-
ing to both mom and pop. “My grand-
mother always said ‘Men love pie’, 
and we have found that to be true 
– a lot of our regulars are men com-
ing in to enjoy a savoury pie with a 
beer, or a sweet pie with a cup of cof-
fee,” explains Erin. Every pie is made 
from scratch each day using authen-
tic American recipes – some of which 
Erin’s family favourites. “I think we 
are unique in that our sweet pies 
change every three months to reflect 

the seasons, meaning there is never 
a dull moment at the pie shop - es-
pecially at Thanksgiving!” Erin loves 
the down-to-earth nature of pies, and 
their easy-going, no-stress, hand-
made philosophy – something The 
American Pie Co. tries to embody in 
its Copenhagen shop. M

Traditional handmade pie to round off your 
Thanksgiving meal!
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WORD ON THE STREET

JEFF NIELSEN happened across The American Pie Co. one 
October day a few years back. Being Thanksgiving time, he was 
desperate to find a good American pumpkin pie.

Q WHAT HAS YOU COMING BACK FOR MORE?
A I come back because their pies taste like they are home-made 
in New York City and flown to Copenhagen the same day. They’re made just as 
every American remembers from childhood.

The American Pie Company will be offering special gift cards as Christ-
mas gifts to those home bakers out there who want to learn the fun-
damentals of pie baking. Check out the website for details on their 
next pie-making class: www.theamericanpieco.com

JASON PETERS says that the pies and coffee at The American 
Pie Company is great, but what keeps him coming back is the 
atmosphere and the people. It’s a slice of home.

Q HOW WILL YOU BE CELEBRATING THANKSGIVING?
A We are celebrating Thanksgiving twice, once with The American Pie Co., 
the second with a group of friends. There’s bound to be lots of pie at both meals!

JULIE LANDRY lives around the corner from the shop, and 
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to try it out.

Q HAVE YOU ATTENDED ONE OF THE AMERICAN PIE CO. 
BAKING CLASSES?
A I have, and it was such a fun experience. In addition to learning how
to make a pie crust from scratch, Erin also taught us how to make 
a lattice crust, a meringue and we each brought home two pies we made in class.
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ELECTION DRAMA

Anna Mee Allerslev with-
draws from mayoral race af-
ter allegations of nepotism

COPENHAGEN'S mayoral candidate 
for the Social Liberal Party (Radi-
kale), Anna Mee Allerslev, has with-
drawn from the upcoming municipal 
elections after a series of revelations 
about her conduct as deputy mayor 
for employment integration.

In September, tabloid BT discov-
ered that Allerslev held her wedding 
reception in City Hall without hav-
ing to pay the normal fee of 65,000 
kroner. A verbal agreement between 
the political parties allows officials 
to borrow City Hall's facilities free 
of charge, but City Hall's own writ-
ten rules require payment. BT al-
so revealed that Allerslev asked civ-
il servants a total of 84 questions in 
organising the wedding.

BT also discovered that Allerslev 
intervened to help a personal friend 
who had submitted a building applica-
tion to City Hall. Allerslev sent 45 de-
tailed questions about the application. 

After a number of high-profile 
members of the local division of the 
party withdrew their support and 
criticised Allerslev's behaviour, she 
withdrew her candidacy from the 
November municipal election.

The affair revealed deep splits in 
the party, which has long questioned 
Allerslev's methods. In a leader in 
Information newspaper, they argue 
that the party let voters down by 
supporting her candidacy despite 
dissatisfaction with her behaviour.

An article in Altinget describes Al-
lerslev as incredibly hard-working and 
with a high level of attention to detail. 
While this work ethic served her well 
in her duties as deputy mayor, her mix-
ing of public and private interests ulti-
mately led to her downfall. M

POLITICS

OPPOSITION BUILDS TO RUS-
SIAN GAS PIPELINE

Allowing Russia to build a sec-
ond gas pipeline through Danish 
territory would legitimise Rus-
sia at a time of heightened ten-
sions, argues a broad majority in 
the Danish Parliament.

PARLIAMENT may block the construction of 
a planned gas pipeline from Russia to Ger-
many, Nord Stream 2, which would stretch 
1,200 kilometres through the Baltic Sea.

The pipeline is slated to pass through 
Danish territory off the coast of Born-
holm, giving the Danish government a say 
over the pipeline's fate. And in Parliament, 
there is growing opposition to giving Rus-
sia increased influence over Europe's en-
ergy supply.

The first pipeline between Germany and 
Russia, Nord Stream 1, was completed in 
2012 and has an annual capacity of 55 bil-
lion cubic metres. Nord Stream 2 would run 
parallel to the first, doubling its capacity.

The pipeline has been planned for a 
number of years, and has proved a geopolit-
ical headache for the Danish government. 
Nord Stream 2 has a number of Europe-
an investors, including Shell in the Neth-
erlands and Engie in France, and is tacit-
ly supported by the German government, 
which is a major consumer of Russian gas. 
But a number of EU states, as well as EU 

Council President Donald Tusk, have ex-
pressed their disapproval, as has a majori-
ty in the US Senate.

Now a broad consensus is building in the 
Danish Parliament to deny approval for the 
new pipeline to run through Danish terri-
tory. First, the combined left-wing opposi-
tion voiced its objection to the project in 
mid-October, demanding that the govern-
ment reject the project.

"It is strange to be in a position in which 
Russia is behaving so aggressively that we 
have to have soldiers in the Baltic states, 
while at the same time we are enabling 
their investments," Nicolai Wammen, de-
fence spokesperson for the Social Demo-
crats (Socialdemokratiet), told Politiken 
newspaper.

When Parliament opened this autumn, 
the government presented legislation that 
would enable the government to refuse in-
frastructure projects, such as Nord Stream 
2, based on Danish security interests.

Soon after, two of the three governing 
parties, the Liberal Party (Venstre) and 
the Conservative People's Party (Konserv-
ative), publicly announced their opposition 
to the pipeline.

In a joint op-ed in Berlingske, they ar-
gued that Russia's aggression in Ukraine 
and aggressive military manoeuvres in the 
Baltic mean that Denmark and the EU 
need to take a tougher line. For while the 
pipeline is technically a private enterprise, 
they argue that permitting its construction 
through Danish territory would effectively 

grant Russia official recognition as a legit-
imate trading partner.

They add that the pipeline would also 
enable Russia to exert even more control 
over Eastern Europe and Ukraine, which 
are heavily reliant on Russian gas. The 
pipeline would allow Russia to keep the gas 
flowing to Western Europe even as it cuts 
off supplies to countries it is trying to ex-
ert influence over.

"It would send a signal that we accept 
Russia's bullying methods. These not on-
ly include the violation of Danish airspace, 
hacking of our military, and threats to-
wards our good European neighbours, but 
also Russia's illegal invasion and occupa-
tion of portions of Ukraine and the shoot-
ing down of a passenger jet on its way from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, resulting in 
298 deaths," they write.

"The question of Nord Stream 2 is not 
simply a question of gas supply. It is a ques-
tion of whether we are prepared to defend 
our democratic principles."

Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmus-
sen (Venstre) would much rather that Den-
mark not decide the issue on its own, but 
that the EU Commission negotiate on its 
behalf. Without Germany's support, how-
ever, Rasmussen has been unable to secure 
a mandate for EU negotiations.

"If this is to be negotiated, it ought to 
be on a European level," Rasmussen told 
Ritzau. "It's about ensuring that Europe 
is energy self-sufficient, and ensuring that 
Russia is not given such a strong hand." M

Construction of the pipes for the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

N
ord Stream

 2
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OBSTACLES TO COLLECT-
ING EU STUDENT DEBT

EU students owe the Danish state 
millions of kroner in unpaid debt be-
cause the state has no way to re-
coup it.

In September, DR reported that 
the state has been unable to recoup 
40 percent of the loans owed to it. 
EU students owe a total of 782 mil-
lion in student loans, of which 123 mil-
lion is in arrears – up from 58 mil-
lion in 2011.

Following an EU ruling in 2013, EU 
students who work at least ten hours 
a week are entitled to Danish stu-
dent maintenance grants (SU) and 
student loans. 

But EU students who leave Den-
mark after their studies can get away 
with not repaying their debt. There 
are EU laws that enable countries to 
cooperate in recouping debt across 
borders, but these laws do not apply 
to student loans.

The main issue is that while stu-
dent loan recipients agree to update 
their address information when they 
leave the country, many do not or 
are unaware that they should.

The government has now con-
tacted the European Commission to 
express its concern and request a 
legislative fix to the problem.

Each year, around 23 percent of 
EU student loan recipients have not 
begun to repay the debt as mandat-
ed, compared to 17 percent of Dan-
ish students.

CLEARER TAX RULES FOR 
AIRBNB RENTAL

The 'sharing economy' presents 
enormous opportunities and needs 
to be encouraged, argues the gov-
ernment, which presented 22 initia-
tives to support companies that em-
ploy the business model.

Broadly speaking, the sharing 
economy involves economic activ-
ities in which a person rents their 
property to a stranger – for example 
their home (AirBnB) or their car (Go-
More) – and pays a fee to the plat-
form that connected them.

"We want more and larger busi-
nesses that employ the sharing 
economy model, and we want more 

Danes to take advantage of the op-
portunities that the sharing econo-
my offers. It will create development 
and growth, which benefits the envi-
ronment, society, and the individual 
citizen," Business Minister Brian Mik-
kelsen stated.

To improve the economic in-
centive, the government will allow 
Danes to earn 5,000 kroner tax-free 
per year renting their cars or boats. 
Homeowners will now be able to 
earn 36,000 kroner a year in tax-free 
property rentals, up from 24,000 
kroner, though they may only rent 
their homes for 90 days per year. 

These tax deductions can only 
be taken, however, if the property is 
rented through an established plat-
form, such as AirBnB, that reports 
earnings directly to the tax author-
ity, SKAT.

NEW METHODS TO 
DEPORT CRIMINALS

 The government has presented a 
raft of new measures that will make 
it easier to deport foreign criminals.

"We have sadly seen a number 
of examples of deeply criminal for-
eigners who have claimed the right 
to family life in order to stay in Den-
mark – while the rest of immigrant 
gang is outside the court cheering," 
Immigration Minister Inger Støjberg 
stated in a press release.

In the spring, the government es-
tablished a commission tasked with 
recommending strategies to increase 
deportations without violating Den-
mark's obligations under internation-
al human rights law.

The five new recommendations 
include increasing information shar-
ing between authorities regarding 
deportation cases, increasing the 
use of administrative deportations of 
criminals for the sake of public order, 
as well as changing the law to in-
crease the number of crimes that can 
result in a deportation order. M

Peter Stanners

FACIAL MASKS TO BE BANNED

A majority in Parliament has now 
agreed to a de facto ban on the burka 
and niqab

IT WILL SOON be illegal to cover your face in pub-
lic, after the Danish People's Party (DF) secured 
a majority for a proposed ban on facial masks in 
early October.

The ban is a compromise whose ambition is to 
indirectly target women in the Muslim communi-
ty who wear the niqab or burka – both fully cover 
the body and face, though the former has an open-
ing for eyes and the latter does not.

Jakob Ellemann-Jensen, political spokesper-
son for the Liberal Party – a member of the mi-
nority right-wing coalition government – argued 
that people cannot reasonably expect to hide 
their identities in public.

"This is not a religiously-specific masking ban. 
Of course the burka and niqab are included. But 
that does not mean we are banning headscarves, 
turbans, skullcaps, crosses or anything else. It 
is not only about burkas, but also Ku Klux Klan 
costumes and drug dealers in Christiania cover-
ing their faces," Ellemann told Ritzau.

DF's proposal comes after the European Court 
of Human Rights upheld a similar ban in Belgium 
this summer. But the government was initially di-
vided. Liberal Alliance (LA) and Venstre were of-
ficially opposed, while the Conservative People's 
Party (Konservative) was fully behind it.

MASK BAN COMPROMISE
During the autumn, a number of Venstre MPs 
changed course and called for a ban of the burka 
and niqab. But the party remained divided, and a 
number of prominent MPs said they could not sup-
port a ban that specifically targeted one religious 
group. LA also expressed concern over legislating 
how people should dress.

In early October, Venstre and LA decided that 
they would support a law that banned masks 

without specifically targeting Muslim attire. LA 
leader and foreign minister Anders Samuelsen 
says he will vote for the law so that Parliament 
can move on from the issue, but is unsure that it 
will work as intended.

The legislation is also receiving support 
from the opposition Social Democrats (Social-
demokratiet), who opposed a similar law as re-
cently as 2014.

"The challenges presented by parallel socie-
ties have increased, and we have to take it seri-
ously. The burka and niqab are part of the prob-
lem," the party's political spokesperson, Nicolai 
Wammen, told DR.

DANES IN FAVOUR
Together, the governing parties, DF and Social-
demokratiet represent an overwhelming majori-
ty in Parliament, which reflects public attitudes 
towards the ban. A recent survey by Epinion for 
DR found that 62 percent of Danes stated they 
supported a ban on the burka and niqab.

Morten Østergaard, leader of the Social Liber-
al Party (Radikale), agrees with the government 
and Socialdemokratiet that both the niqab and 
burka are symbols of oppression. But he argues 
that the ban is the wrong strategy.

"Instead of a ban, we should put all of our forc-
es into fighting coercion and social control in all 
of its forms, regardless of who is committing it. 
We should not turn victims into perpetrators, but 
help those who want to break free," Østergaard 
wrote on Facebook.

Venstre MP Eva Kjer Hansen has promised to 
vote against the ban, arguing that it is illiberal to 
legislate on clothing.

"This issue is about fundamental values of free-
dom, liberalism and tolerance, and I think the in-
tegration problems we face should be attacked in 
another way," she told DR.

In 2010, the University of Copenhagen found 
that no more than 200 women in Denmark wore 
the niqab. They could find only three who wore 
the burka. The study also found that the majori-
ty of those who wore the clothes were converts. M
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Municipal & 
Regional
Elections 2017

Are you an EU or EEA national living in Denmark? Or are you an international citizen who has been
a resident of Denmark for three years or more? If so, you can vote in municipal and regional elections
on November 21. Here is a brief guide with all the information you need

VOTE!
You can vote in the election if:

You are age 18 or over, and satisfy one of the three conditions:
•	 You are a Danish citizen.
•	 A citizen of an EU nation, Norway or Iceland, and
	 resident in the Kingdom of Denmark.
•	 A citizen of any country who has legally resided in 
	 Denmark for at least three years before the election.

How do I register and vote?

All residents of Denmark who qualify to vote are automatical-
ly added to the electoral roll. Polling cards will be mailed out 
to all qualifying residents and will arrive no later than five days 
before the election. If you do not receive a polling card, con-
tact your municipality. The polling card includes information 
on how and where to vote on November 21.

If you know that you cannot vote in person on Novem-
ber 21, you can vote early until November 17. Most often, ear-
ly voting will take place in your municipality's City Hall. In Co-
penhagen, several libraries will also be open for early voting. 
Contact your municipality for more information.

What do municipalities and regions do?

Denmark is divided into five regions (regioner) and 98 munic-
ipalities (kommuner), which are responsible for providing a 
range of services. Unlike local authorities in many countries, 
regions and municipalities have enormous authority, and allo-
cate around half of all public spending in Denmark.

Municipalities are responsible for social services, schools, 
unemployment programmes, integration of immigrants, envi-
ronmental planning, and libraries. Municipalities also set in-
come tax levels. Their total budget in 2017 was 368 billion kro-
ner. 

Regions are responsible for health care and hospitals, psy-
chiatry, soil pollution, resource mapping, regional traffic, and 
regional development of the environment, tourism, business-
es, education and employment. Their total budget in 2017 was 
115 billion kroner.

How does local politics work?

Municipalities are run by a political council (regionsråd or 
kommunalbestyrelse), which is elected every four years. There 
are always 41 members in a regionsråd, while the number of 
seats in a kommunalbestyrelse varies from 9 to 55, depending 
on the size of the municipality in question.

Seats in the regionsråd and kommunalbestyrelser are di-
vided between parties using the d'Hondt method. To prevent 
lost votes, parties can join together in electoral alliances that 
pool votes and then divide them between the parties in the al-
liance. This means that small parties that don't stand a chance 
of winning a seat can effectively give their votes to larger par-
ties they are aligned with.

Each municipality has a mayor, who directs the finance 
committee. This is the only committee a municipality is obligat-
ed to have, though many municipalities have a number of per-
manent political committees. Each manages an administration 
with a specific area of responsibility, for example culture and 
leisure, or social affairs.

Leadership of the political committees is divided between 
the political parties after the election based on the perfor-
mance of the parties and deal-making between political alli-
ances. Very crudely speaking, the leader of the largest party 
will become mayor, then the leader of the next-largest party 
gets to choose their preferred committee, and so on.

This isn't always the case, however, and it is not uncommon 
for parties to form unusual alliances and/or forsake the may-
oral position in order to control prized political committees.

How is Copenhagen City Hall different?

Copenhagen municipality is the only municipality with 55 seats, 
making up what is called the borgerrepræsentation. The top po-
litical leader is called the Lord Mayor (overborgmester), which 
can be confusing in an international context, given that the Lord 
Mayor is normally a ceremonial, and not a political, title.

In Copenhagen, leaders of the permanent committees are 
called mayors, but in The Murmur we often refer to committee 
leaders as 'deputy mayors' for clarity.

Who are the parties?

There are nine main parties contesting almost every munic-
ipality in Denmark. These are divided roughly between two 
blocs, the left-wing "red" bloc and the right-wing "blue" bloc. 
However, political parties are more likely to form cross-aisle 
alliances in local, rather than national, politics.

Left-wing "red" bloc

Social Democrats (Socialdemokratiet)
The centre-left 'labour' party, traditional leaders on the left 
wing. Pro-welfare, but has adopted populist positions on im-
migration.
Social Liberal Party (Radikale) 
Centrist, attempting to balance fiscal discipline with a social 
conscience.  
Socialist People's Party (Socialistisk Folkeparti)
Sitting to the left of the Social Democrats, SF has a pro-wel-
fare and environmental profile.
Red-Green Alliance (Enhedslisten)
Sitting even further left than SF, Enhedslisten wants a strong 
public sector and has a strong focus on tackling inequality.
The Alternative (Alternativet)
A new centrist, pro-green and pro-entrepreneurial party, con-
testing its first municipal elections.

Right-wing "blue" bloc

The Liberal Party (Venstre)
A traditional centre-right liberal party and the leading party 
on the right wing.
The Conservative People's Party (Konservative)
A traditional conservative party with a focus on fiscal disci-
pline and family values. 
Liberal Alliance (Liberal Alliance)
A libertarian, small-government and low-tax party.
Danish People's Party (Dansk Folkeparti)
An anti-immigration and pro-welfare party with populist char-
acteristics.

Photos from the 2013 municipal election in 2013, taken inside Copenhagen City Hall on election night.
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www.cis.dk

That’s really not a question: Only the International 
Baccalaureate, with close to 4000 member schools, 
offers a truly international, first-class education for 
students aged 3 to 19. And with the IB Diploma you 
will be ready to take on the world and a globalized 
future  together with CIS students from more than 
80 nations.
 
CIS is very proud to be one of the original IB Diploma  
Schools and a strong advocate for inclusive and  
inquiry-based learning. Our students learn to ask 
the right questions instead of memorizing given  
answers. And we teach our students at the pace 
that is just right for them. The results speak for them 
selves as our graduates are consistently accepted  
at top universities across the globe. For more  
information please visit cis.dk

To IB  
or not to be? 

INTERNATIONALS DON'T KNOW THEIR RIGHTS

In October, The Murmur carried out a survey and quiz of its readers to find out what they 
knew about their voting rights, which 122 readers completed. The simple fact is that many 
didn't have a clue. We asked two questions and gave three possible answers each

359,106
The number of foreign nationals who can vote 
in the 2017 local elections across Denmark. 
180,121 are EU, Norwegian and Icelandic nation-
als. Foreign nationals make up 7.6% of the total 
electorate. (Source: Ministry for Economic Af-
fairs and the Interior) 

33.5%
The share of eligible foreign nation-
als who voted in the 2013 local elec-
tions, compared to 74.8% of Danes.
(Source: Centre of Voting and Par-
ties, University of Copenhagen)

Can EU and EEA residents in Denmark vote in municipal and regional elections?

CORRECT ANSWER: Yes, immediately after becoming a resident – 58.2%
Wrong answer: Yes but only after three years residency – 36.9%
Wrong answer: No – 4.9 %

Can non-EU and EEA residents in Denmark vote in municipal and regional elections?

CORRECT ANSWER: Yes but only after three years residency – 51.6%
Wrong answer: Yes, immediately after becoming a resident – 33.6%
Wrong answer: No – 14.8%

In summary, only around half of the internationals we surveyed, knew who was and was 
not entitled to vote in the coming election. This was reflected by their response to the ques-
tion:

Do you think internationals in Denmark are aware of their voting rights?

But there is some positive news too, as almost three quarters of internationals reported 
that they will take advantage of their right to vote.

Will you vote in the upcoming Municipal and Regional election on November 21?

Yes, there is plenty
of awareness

Yes, there is some
awareness

No, most are unaware

No, most are completely 
unaware

Don't know either way

Yes

No

Prefer not to state
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Do you think that the city's devel-
oper By & Havn is pursuing the 
right strategy regarding to whom it 
sells land, in terms of creating an 
inclusive and liveable city? For ex-
ample, there are now concerns that 
even Papirøen – which currently 
houses a street food market – will be 
transformed into expensive apart-
ments that are out of reach for or-
dinary citizens. Even if 25 percent 
of new housing is social, are we at 
risk of losing unique cultural and 
social space in the city with the cur-
rent development strategy?
 
We have an urgent need for more 
housing, as Copenhagen is grow-
ing day by day. We want to keep 
our social and cultural spaces as 
vibrant and diverse as possible. I 
hope you get the same impression, 
when biking through the city on 
the weekend.

 At Papirøen, we have made pro-
posals to build an indoor swim-
ming pool, something Copenha-
geners have longed for for decades. 
The current street food market 
and other activities on Papirøen 
will be moved further out on Ref-
shaleøen, where there is even more 
space for creativity and visitors. 
Refshaleøen will be full of life and 
also host modern housing for stu-
dents.
  
The Liberal Party (Venstre) candi-
date for Lord Mayor, Ceclia Lon-
ning-Skovgaard wants to close 
schools that don't accept the gov-
ernment's offer of extra funding 
for challenged schools. She ar-
gues that it demonstrates that the 
schools are not ambitious enough 
in improving the quality of stu-
dent learning and outcomes. Why 
is she wrong?
 
I want to keep the long view in 

Peter Stanners

my approach to policy and re-
frain from grandstanding and pop-
ulism. If the government starts to 
micromanage our city every time 
Prime Minister Lars Løkke Ras-
mussen gets a supposedly good 
idea, we'll dissolve the trust that 
we've worked so hard on building 
up with strong principals, teach-
ers, social workers and every other 
public employee in our city. Once 
you're outside City Hall, the world 
is rarely black and white, and leg-
islation works in a myriad of dif-
ferent ways. 

When Lonning-Skovgaard pro-
poses to shut down schools that 
are facing challenges, it makes me 
genuinely worried about the fu-
ture of our bipartisan approach 
and long-term view of politics, and 
about the uncertainty it creates 
among city employees.
  
Lonning-Skovgaard links the poor 
scholastic achievement of chil-
dren of immigrants with gang and 
crime activity. At one point she 
proposed firing family members of 
convicted gang members employed 
by the municipality. Are tougher 
measures needed to disincentivise 
a life of crime?
 
Copenhagen is the biggest and 
most diverse city in Denmark. 
That doesn't mean that we aren't 
committed to constantly improv-
ing our schools, especially in 
neighbourhoods with a high pro-
portion of immigrants. Education 
is the remedy for a bad start in 
life. And our education system is 
our most effective way of reach-
ing youth.

 I do not believe in punish-
ing family members of criminals. 
Let's say you're the brother of a 
gang member, but you've worked 
your whole life to break away 

from his path with education and 
work. Now you're employed in the 
city's after-school care, and you're 
doing an excellent job of keeping 
young kids off the street. Does an-
yone genuinely believe it would be 
good policy to fire you because your 
brother doesn't possess the same 
willpower?
 
The finance minister has criticised 
the municipality for not lowering 
income taxes despite its budget sur-
plus. Couldn't Copenhageners ben-
efit from paying less in property 
and income taxes?
 
Everybody could probably benefit 
from lower taxes, but it would im-
pede our ability to deliver the best 
welfare to Copenhageners. Oh, and 
maybe the finance minister should 
compare the taxes in his hometown 
of Herning with Copenhagen be-
fore he criticises us – in Copenha-
gen the municipal tax rate is 23.8 
percent, while in Herning it is 24.9 
percent.

Copenhagen remains a climate 

leader, but faces challenges reach-
ing its CO2 goal unless more is done 
to reduce emissions, particular-
ly from transport. Is this possible 
without government incentives to 
move toward electric vehicles? Why 
doesn't the city bring forward its 
electric bus programme? And won't 
banning diesel cars affect many or-
dinary families? 
 
We've recently launched a clean air 
policy wherein we wish to ban new 
diesel cars from the city by 2019, 
speed up the conversion to elec-
tric busses so that every bus will 
run on clean energy by 2023, and 
make sure cruise ship captains 
turn off their ship's engine when 
docked. Another big source of pol-
lution are the wood-fired stoves in 
private homes. We've introduced 
a cash incentive for people to ex-
change them for newer and cleaner 
ones. With regards to diesel cars, 
they will be phased out gradually, 
making sure citizens have time to 
adapt. M

frank-jensen.dk

"Education is the
remedy for a bad start 

in life"
Lord Mayor FRANK JENSEN is the mayoral candidate for the Social Demo-
crats (Socialdemokratiet) in Copenhagen Municipality. Justice minister be-
tween 1996 and 2001, he was first elected Copenhagen's Lord Mayor in 2009, 
and is now seeking a third term in office

FRANK JENSEN

Socialdemokratiet

Main points:

Cleaner air

More cheap rental 
apartments

More social work-
ers to work with 
children at risk of 
joining gangs

Better housing and 
living conditions 
for elderly in care.

Continued invest-
ment in school in-
frastructure and 
staff

COPENHAGEN MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
MEET THE CANDIDATES
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Finance minister Kristian Jens-
en, who is also from Venstre, has 
criticised Copenhagen for not low-
ering its income tax rate despite 
running a large surplus. Do you 
agree with Jensen that taxes should 
come down?

Yes. Copenhagen is financially a 
very strong city, and we should be 
able to reduce taxes for ordinary 
taxpayers to make it more afford-
able, especially for families with 
young children, to live in Copenha-
gen. We know that property pric-
es are high and it's expensive to be 
here. Alternatively, we could lower 
taxes on business, as we have rel-
atively high taxes compared with 
other cities. 

The problem is we are throw-
ing millions and millions of kroner 
away on things like green recycling 
baskets for organic waste. Over-
all, asking people to contribute to 
recycling is fine, but our main ob-
jection to the initiative is that it 
feels rushed out as a last hurrah 
for Morten Kabell [Deputy Mayor 
for technical and environmental 
affairs, who is not standing for re-
election]. The system isn't work-
ing, people are complaining about 
flies, it's been expensive to distrib-
ute, and the biogas facility is a long 
distance from the city.

Venstre has historically been very 
pro-car. Is individual car owner-
ship really the future for Copen-
hageners?

Leading up to the election, we have 
tried to broaden our position on 
transportation. We want to update 
and improve public transportation, 
especially the metro, which we want 
to build out to Nordhavn, Sydhavn, 
Refshaleøen and Brønshøj. Of 
course, we also need safe bicycle 

Peter Stanners

paths, too. And Copenhageners are 
buying more cars, which is why we 
want to build the harbour tunnel 
so drivers can avoid the city centre. 
We also want to develop car-shar-
ing programmes, which are popu-
lar among the younger generation.

What about Frank Jensen's propos-
al to ban diesel cars from the city? 
You wrote on Facebook that it wasn't 
a realistic proposal. What is?

To start with, pollution levels are 
not rising to the levels that Frank 
Jensen is saying they are. But over-
all, our take on the environmen-
tal agenda is that we would much 
rather pursue solutions in which 
we offer residents positive incen-
tives to shift towards new technol-
ogy. For example, rather than ban-
ning diesel cars and wood-burning 
ovens, as the left wing has suggest-
ed, we could provide an econom-
ic incentive to retrofit cars and ov-
ens with filters to reduce pollution. 
It's hypocritical to ban these things 
while throwing taxpayers' money 
away on green garbage cans or city 
bikes that aren't working properly 
and so on. We want to respect or-
dinary taxpayers and their money 
and their ability to just lead their 
lives in Copenhagen. 

The government created a special 
fund for underperforming schools 
this year, in which they can apply 
for around 1.4 million kroner a year 
for three years to boost performance. 
None of the Copenhagen schools that 
qualify have applied for the fund-
ing, however, arguing that the pro-
cess was bureaucratic and that they 
had to demonstrate improvements 
in student performance before they 
even received the funding. But even 
though it's voluntary, you have 
threatened to close the schools. Why?

It's their choice to decline the fund-
ing, but for the life of me I can't see 
why they would. What sort of signal 
are they sending to their students 
and teachers – that under no given 
circumstances can they improve in 
three years? It's a massively wrong 
signal to send. I believe there is 
consensus in the city's schools that 
it's impossible to change anything 
– that there are students who are 
impossible to teach. But a quarter 
of students don't learn to proper-
ly read, write, and do math. It's not 
good enough. It's not acceptable 
that we are worried about gangs, 
but then feed the gangs with stu-
dents who have no basic skills and 
are unable to pursue a youth edu-
cation. Maybe in this situation we 
need to tell the worst schools that 
they need to commit to immediate 
change, and if they do not change 
within a few years, to close them 
and open them again with a new 
profile and management.

In an interview with Politiken news-
paper, you proposed firing munic-
ipality employees if their children 
continue in gang activity. Is that a 

policy you still stand behind?

I clarified my position afterward 
in which I explained that firing the 
parents of criminals is too severe 
and wouldn't solve the problem. 
But Venstre in Copenhagen wants 
to stop welfare payments to regis-
tered gang members, and introduce 
stronger demands on families to su-
pervise and support at risk or crim-
inal children, or risk eviction from 
public housing or cuts to benefits.

How does it feel going into the elec-
tion as the underdog?

Obviously it sets a certain frame-
work for the election – we know 
we won't win the position of Lord 
Mayor. So instead, we are looking 
to hold onto our mayoral position, 
improve on 2013, and start build-
ing toward 2021 or 2025. New res-
idents are increasingly right-lean-
ing, as are young people. But for 
now, I am energised, the party base 
is energised, and we are looking to 
fight for our lives. M

kobenhavn.venstre.dk

Rasm
us D

egnbol

"We want to respect
ordinary taxpayers and 

their money"
CECILIA LONNING-SKOVGAARD is the mayoral candidate for the Liberal Party 
(Venstre), the leading right-wing opposition party. Lonning-Skovgaard has repre-
sented Venstre on the City Council since 2005, has a Master of Public Administra-
tion from Harvard University, and also works as a Senior Director at Dong Energy

CECILIA
LONNING-
SKOVGAARD

 Venstre

Main points:

Stronger public 
schools

More Copenha-
geners in work

Mobility – for cars, 
bikes and pedes-
trians

Confronting ghet-
tos and parallel 
societies

A green city
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COPENHAGEN MUNICIPAL ELECTION

MEET THE CANDIDATES

ALEX VANOPSLAGH – LIBERAL ALLIANCE

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
Ensuring that the city's services actually work, both for the most socially marginalized as well 
as for the breadwinners of our city who toil everyday to keep it all running. The city current-
ly spends far too much on frivolous stuff that benefit only the well-paid consultants who work 
on it. The Liberal Alliance is running on a comprehensive plan that seeks to cut taxes substan-
tially by 2025, reduce spending on frivolous stuff and increase funding for activities that help 
the marginalized people of our city.

What can City Hall do to address to lower gang crime?
Taking the gloves off when it comes to ensuring law and order. No more leniency towards 
hardened criminals or subsidizing their activities, as has been the case with the publicly fund-
ed Folkets Hus (The People's House) in Nørrebro, which on several occasions was used by 
the Loyal to Familia gang. We also need to look at loosening our policy regarding narcotics – 
hopefully and eventually by legalizing marijuana and other drugs – but that has to be carried 
out together with parliament to be effective 

Are climate and environmental issues prioritised highly enough by City Hall?
They hardly talk about anything else. But climate and environmental issues are not an end to 
themself, as the left-wing parties controlling City Hall claim, but a means. It is about ensur-
ing that Copenhagen is a city with good conditions for a decent and good life, and of course 
such policies play an integral part. But Copenhagen already has too many hair-brained en-
vironmental schemes enacted without regard for the real life costs and benefits they create.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for businesses and entrepreneurs
Our 2025 plan includes substantial tax cuts to both individuals and businesses, and we are 
dead set on removing barriers to businesses and entrepreneurs – while the left-wing parties 
are all too keen to create more. It it also a matter of ensuring that Copenhagen is open to 
traffic by cars and vans, which are indespensible to most businesses.

What can be done to better support the city's most marginalised citizens?
We need to ramp up support for additional hostels for the homeless as well as facilities for 
drug addicts to safely consume their drugs instead of hounding them. We need to look into 
more temporary housing solutions in containers, and we need a fresh perspective on all of so-
cial policy after too many years with far too many scandals and too little action.

What are your party's ambitions for the next four years?
We hope to make Copenhagen a better city to live in – for everyone, especially people work-
ing hard to keep the city running everyday. Copenhagen must not be turned into a ghetto for 
the creative class.

la-kbh.dk

On the previous two pages, we introduced you to the mayoral candidates in Copenhagen Municipality 
from the largest parties on the left and right political wings. On the next three pages, you will find Q&As 
with the mayoral candidates from the remaining seven major parties contesting the election in Copenha-
gen. Sadly, we don't have space to cover the five regional elections, or the contests in the other 98 muni-
cipalities around Denmark. But we hope that their answers will offer insights into how the parties think.

JAKOB NÆSAGER – CONSERVATIVE PEOPLE'S PARTY
(KONSERVATIVER)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
The biggest challenge is to prepare Copenhagen for the future. The city is growing by 

10,000 inhabitants a year – we have grown by 100,000 over the past ten years, and ex-

pect to grow by another 100,000 inhabitants over the next ten. It is therefore important 

that there are enough homes, schools, daycare and sports facilities for all Copenha-

geners. The infrastructure must also be prepared for the future. We have to bury traffic 

underground. We need more Metro lines and a harbour tunnel for car traffic, which will 

provide more space for pedestrians, cyclists and local traffic.

What can City Hall do to reduce gang crime?
In order to address gang crime, we must break up the parallel societies. We must inte-

grate everyone through the labour market and sports associations. Anyone who re-

ceives unemployment benefits from the municipality must be prepared to work and give 

back to the municipality that is helping them. Integration in the labour market is the so-

lution to abolishing parallel societies.

Are climate and environmental issues highly prioritized at City Hall?
We want Copenhagen to be CO2 neutral by 2025. We want to be environmental-

ly friendly, so it is important that the municipality uses renewable energy, not only for 

heating, but also to power the municipality's electric vehicles. We also need to protect 

ourselves from climate change, and the threats posed by rising sea levels.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for businesses and entrepre-
neurs?
It is expensive to operate a business in Copenhagen, as well as inconvenient, because 

of the many traffic jams and the lack of parking for company cars, employees and cus-

tomers. We will make it both easier and cheaper to start and run a business in Copen-

hagen.

What can be done to better support the city's most marginalised citizens?
Many of Copenhagen's homeless are foreigners. It's the responsibility of their home 

country and embassies to take responsibility for their compatriots. The municipality 

must help Danish homeless with housing, and out of possible substance abuse.

What are your party's ambitions for the next four years?
In the next four years, Copenhagen will be cleaner and better prepared for the future, 

with far better infrastructure, and with metro reaching out to all the districts.

kbh.konservative.dk
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NIKO GRÜNFELD – 
THE ALTERNATIVE (ALTERNATIVET)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
The environmental crisis is global by nature, and the number one 
political challenge in my opinion. For many politicians and citi-
zens, CO2 neutrality is an overarching aim for Copenhagen, but 
I believe we need higher expectations and aspirations. We must 
seek to make a positive environmental impact, so that our city be-
comes the best city for the world.

What can City Hall do to reduce gang crime?
We need to give children and young people the space to seek 
healthy activities in their spare time and create a more inviting so-
ciety where gang-related culture and communities are less attrac-
tive. So far, we have not been able to provide young people with 
enough settings where they can apply their energy to meaningful 
activities. We therefore need comprehensive action with multiple 
actors to create alternatives to the communities of criminality and 
violence, create mentor projects for the socially marginalised and 
reform our housing policies to counter ghettoisation.

Are climate and environmental issues prioritised highly 
enough by City Hall?
Copenhagen must position itself globally at the absolute forefront 
of innovative and green solutions. I believe that green policies need 
to pervade all other areas of politics: traffic, entrepreneurship, edu-
cation, health, housing and so forth. I can hardly think of an area of 
politics where sustainable solutions are not beneficial or relevant. It 
is of utmost importance that we preserve the Amager Fælled com-
mon. We need more sustainable energy sources like solar power. 
We also need less polluting traffic, to reduce food waste, and to in-
crease the number of green urban spaces.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs?
Copenhagen holds great potential for inspiring the inventiveness 
of social entrepreneurs, but as a serial entrepreneur, I know that 
we need to cut away some of the bureaucracy. New start-ups 
face a minefield of permits, applications, licenses and taxation 
across multiple administrations. This, I believe, can be stream-
lined through already established measures, such as Business 
House Copenhagen, where entrepreneurs can get optimal guid-
ance and help dealing with the municipality. We also want to ex-
periment with micro-loans and alternative crowd funding, and 
create 10-year-long business-related PhD positions.

What can be done to better support the city's most marginal-
ised citizens?
We just launched a new policy for the homeless and socially mar-
ginalised. This is something we are proud of, as it was established 
in collaboration with relevant organisations working at street lev-
el as well as with 50 homeless people. We suggest that the mu-
nicipality grant personalised budgets for socially marginalised 
citizens. We believe in trust rather than control. The individual 
budgets are to be given without any conditions, only guidance 
and aid when needed and asked for. We will work towards having 
caseworkers permanently assigned to the most socially margin-
alised, with more flexible and tailor-made help depending on in-
dividual circumstances.

What are your party's ambitions for the next four years?
We aspire to spark and drive a new political culture. Trust in de-
mocracy and politicians is under scrutiny, so we need to invite Co-
penhageners to co-create the policies that influence their life. We 
want to introduce the Copenhagen mandate that gives residents 
the opportunity to propose policies and actions through digital 
voting and ensure sure that the city's residents have an enhanced 
influence on public life between elections.

kbh.alternativet.dk

TOMMY PEDERSEN* – 
SOCIAL LIBERAL PARTY (RADIKALE)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
The biggest overall challenge is to make sure that our chil-
dren's opportunities are not negatively affected by the edu-
cational and economic situation of their parents. We can see 
that it's hard to break that cycle so we need to invest much 
more heavily in the early years. To do so we need more pro-
fessionals in our day care to take care of our kids.

What can City Hall do to address to lower gang crime?
City Hall is already doing a lot of things when it comes to 
the social services, employment and integration projects. 
We are also discussing how to stop the income that is de-
rived from the illegal cannabis market, and Radikale Vens-
tre supports a trial period of public sale of cannabis to see 
if it has an impact. Otherwise, it's a task for the police, which 
is why Radikale wants fewer police on the borders and more 
on the streets.

Are climate and environmental issues prioritised highly 
enough by City Hall?
They are definitely highly prioritised. It's a centre of our 
agenda and City Hall has passed a number of policies to 
support that, including carbon going neutral. Obviously we 
can only do so much in City Hall, it's a task for the EU to set 
tougher regulations that will make a much bigger impact. 
Much of the air pollution in Copenhagen, for example, is 
blowing in from other countries.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for 
businesses and entrepreneurs?
One of the biggest issues is that we have a lot of startups but 
it's hard for them to grow and survive. One problem is ac-
cess to capital, which is tricky to address from a city hall per-
spective, as this normally comes from private investors and 
banks. But we are still looking at how on earth we can assist 
that. Secondly, in certain industries there are too few case-
workers in City Hall, which creates delays in approval pro-
cesses. So we can definitely improve their experience with 
City Hall It's in our interests to create businesses and jobs in 
Copenhagen, and I do think we can do much better.

What can be done to better support the city's most mar-
ginalised citizens?
I think we have reached a point where we really need to 
put some legislation in place that will allow us to open pub-
lic hostels to non-Danes as well – currently only Danes can 
sleep in publicly funded hostels. In theory, EU regulations 
allow us to deport EU citizens who don't have a home or 
job. But it's not high on the police's priorities, and European 
homeless are coming back regardless. From a humanist per-
spective, we can't leave them to sleep on the street, we need 
a solution to that. But City Hall cant do that alone – we need 
the government and EU.

What are your party's ambitions for the next four years?
Our ambition is that over the next four years Copenhagen 
will become even more open and diverse as a place where 
more people feel like it's safe to be themselves. We also want 
to hire 500 more daycare workers. And before the next elec-
tion, we hope the first steps will be made to turn H.C. Anders-
en's Boulevard into a tunnel. It's Denmark's busiest stretch 
of road, but the space should be used for housing and peo-
ple, not cars.

radikalehovedstaden.dk

*Mia Nyegaard was elected the mayoral candidate for the
Radikale after this interview was carried out.

SISSE MARIE WELLING – 
SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S PARTY (SF)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenha-
gen today?
Air pollution in Copenhagen, which kills 500 resi-
dents every year, is clearly the biggest challenge. 
We can have good daycare centers and nursing 
homes, but if we die or get sick from breathing, 
there's something wrong. We need to ban wood-
burning stoves as well as diesel cars, and spend 
even more on bicycles, pedestrians and public 
transport.

What can City Hall do to reduce gang crime?
We have to stop people before they even join 
gangs, and we must be tough on those who are 
gang members and make trouble. Young people 
need to be taken off the streets by extending the 
opening hours of our clubs and ensuring that there 
are more clubs for young people age over 18. If 
we want to eradicate gangs completely, I believe 
we should remove their biggest source of income: 
cannabis. We will legalise cannabis and hash and 
introduce state-authorized dispensaries.

Are climate and environmental issues highly 
prioritized at City Hall?
We do an insane amount for the climate at the 
City Hall. Unfortunately, we are very restricted by 
laws passed by Parliament. If they gave us more 
leeway, we would introduce road pricing in Co-
penhagen and ban diesel cars and wood-burn-
ing stoves.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better 
city for businesses and entrepreneurs?
We made it easier for international companies 
and the self-employed to gain a foothold in Co-
penhagen by establishing the International Citizen 
Centre. In addition, we would like to create even 
more offices that self-employed residents can use 
as a base.

What can be done to better support the city's 
most marginalised citizens?
Marginalisation often begins in childhood, and 
therefore it is important that we reach out to more 
at-risk children. By offering them more support in 
their education, doing more outreach in health-
care, and ensuring free access to recreation-
al activities, we can help prevent children from 
becoming homeless or experiencing other so-
cial challenges later in life. Marginalised residents 
need greater access to free healthcare. We will al-
so build more legal injection rooms in neighbour-
hoods around the city, and make sure that there 
are more homeless hostels.

What are your party's ambitions for the next 
four years?
My biggest ambition for Copenhagen is that we 
address the situation in which many ordinary cit-
izens are unable to afford to live in the city and 
where green areas have become a luxury. We are 
going to build more cheap homes, as well as hous-
ing for students and the elderly. We need more 
nature in the city if we want to get our air quality 
under control so we can breathe properly.

sf.dk/kommunalvalg/koebenhavns-storkreds
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NINNA HEDEAGER OLSEN – 
RED-GREEN ALLIANCE (ENHEDSLISTEN)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
One of the greatest challenges in Copenhagen today is 
growing inequality. The government's reforms of unem-
ployment benefits have had a huge impact on many cit-
izens in Copenhagen, who are having increasing trouble 
paying their rent. Homes are becoming more and more ex-
pensive, so the unemployed, teachers, and social work-
ers are having to move further away from the city. The ill 
and homeless are being treated terribly due to across-the-
board cuts to social services and job centres.

What can City Hall do to reduce gang crime?
Copenhagen needs to be a safe city for all of its resi-
dents, regardless of one's background or where one lives. 
It is therefore extremely important that we put an end to 
the ongoing conflict. We must build preventative and inclu-
sive communities that offer an alternative to the destruc-
tive communities of gangs. At Enhedslisten, we have pro-
posed investing in local citizen initiatives, expanding the 
opening hours of city clubs and strengthening social work 
at the street level. It is vitally important that we prevent 
young people's participation in these gang communities by 
offering the best recreational opportunities possible for the 
city's youth. This very urgent problem must be solved by lo-
cal police who know the neighbourhoods, and by the peo-
ple who live in the areas where the conflicts are.

Are climate and environmental issues highly prior-
itized at City Hall?
We have a polluted city because there are too many cars. 
Every year, Copenhageners die from air pollution, and 
marginalised residents are at special risk. Copenhagen has 
a goal to become carbon neutral by 2030. But we demand 
that this happens now. Copenhagen should create less CO2 
and damaging particulates. We need to make more space 
for bicycles – after all, it is the most popular form of trans-
port. We need to make sure it is easier to get around the 
city, so we also need to invest in more climate-friendly pub-
lic transport.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for 
businesses and entrepreneurs?
We must strengthen the wellbeing of Copenhageners, as 
welfare contributes to the creation of security. In addition, 
we must ensure that Copenhagen has good schools that 
can educate citizens that are wise and capable of critical 
thinking. Last, but not least, we must of course provide in-
frastructure that enables businesspeople and contractors 
to get around the city quickly. We want the municipality to 
support non-profit companies that aren't driven by prof-
it, but by the goal of creating space for people in the la-
bour market. We want to take social responsibility by cre-
ating sustainable employment opportunities for those who 
have been out of the labour market, but who can and want 
to work.

What can be done to better support the city's most mar-
ginalised citizens?
Conditions for the city's most vulnerable citizens are get-
ting worse and worse. We will put an end to that. We must 
secure more hostels for homeless citizens so they have 
a safe place to go. In addition, we must invest in hous-
ing for the citizens who are on their way out of homeless-
ness and need to get used to having a home. We must pri-
oritize workers who come into contact with the city's most 
vulnerable citizens and provide security for them. We must 
do everything we can to prevent substance abuse and 
homelessness, but we also have to make sure that the city's 
vulnerable citizens get all the help they need. It requires 
multiple and flexible efforts and strong professional spe-
cialization.

What are your party's ambitions for the next four years?
Enhedslisten is working hard to ensure proper treatment 
of and trust in the city's sick and unemployed citizens. At 
present, the conditions at city workplaces are so bad, and 
caseworkers under so much pressure, that there is no time 
or opportunity for proper treatment. We will put an end 
to that. We must make sure that caseworkers can provide 
qualified and individual treatment to all the sick and unem-
ployed who need it. We need to change the culture of the 
entire system – from the mayor to the job centres – so in 
the future, we focus on trust instead of distrust.

kbh.enhedslisten.dk

CARL CHRISTIAN EBBESEN – 
DANISH PEOPLE'S PARTY (DF)

What is the biggest challenge facing Copenhagen today?
Gang crime is completely out of control. Young men, pri-
marily from the immigrant community, are driving around 
and shooting at each other and often hitting innocent res-
idents. It needs to be stopped immediately. But the gang 
war arises from the parallel societies that have developed 
in marginalised communities, and that challenge needs 
to be addressed. We should never accept closed com-
munities where the children don't go to ordinary Danish 
primary schools, and instead are sent to dubious Mus-
lim private schools of a religious and orthodox charac-
ter. Nor should we accept men and women with foreign 
ethnic backgrounds remaining at home and drawing un-
employment benefits. They need to get back into the la-
bour market.

What can City Hall do to reduce gang crime?
It is primarily a job for the police. But politicians in Parlia-
ment also need to address the issue and increase the crim-
inal penalties so that we can get the worst and most crimi-
nal elements deported from Denmark, like the leader of the 
Loyal To Familia gang. The role of Copenhagen Municipal-
ity is to place demands on immigrants so that they partic-
ipate actively in Danish society, abandon their parallel so-
cieties, and be prepared to take on work. That applies to 
both men and women. 

Are climate and environmental issues prioritised high-
ly enough by City Hall?
I can calmly answer yes to that. We have a plan to be CO2 
neutral by 2025, a massive investment on public transport – 
notably the Metro Cityring that is opening in 2019 – as well 
as a bicycling culture that is admired around the world. At 
the same time, we can swim in clean water in the city cen-

tre. It's a completely unique capital. Copenhagen has sev-
eral times in the past few years been named the world's 
'most liveable city'.

What can be done to make Copenhagen a better city for 
businesses and entrepreneurs?
Copenhagen is undergoing rapid development and has 
over the years been the catalyst for the entire Greater 
Copenhagen region and the rest of the country. But we 
can become even better. We need to listen to the wish-
es of the private sector. We have many creative busi-
nesses that we are doing a lot to support. We have just 
launched a new plan for the area under the Bispeeng-
buen motorway, where interested actors can create a 
cultural food market. We know that creative businesses 
don't just create experiences, but also create more busi-
nesses in the city. If it were solely up to me, we would do 
even more. We know, for example, that skilled labourers 
experience trouble when they work in Copenhagen. They 
pay hundreds of kroner in parking tickets every day – 
that is, if they are lucky enough to find a parking space 
near their clients. That is not fair to anyone. That is why I 
propose that labourers or any other business that is de-
pendent on car transport should be able to park for free 
in Copenhagen.

What can be done to better support the city's most mar-
ginalised citizens?
We sadly have large problems with foreign homeless 
sleeping on our streets. They live a wretched existence, 
unlike anything we have witnessed before. It's a sad de-
velopment that requires new solutions. We therefore need 
more opportunity to send homeless foreigners back to 
their home countries. But this requires that EU laws on free 
movement be tightened. That is why I am pleased that this 
is an area that my party DF is focussed on in Parliament. 
Danish homeless are helped by our special unit for home-

lessness, who help them toward a permanent living situa-
tion. They do so through making contact on the street, in 
hostels and in crisis centres. Homeless are also allowed to 
contact the unit themselves, and receive advice and guid-
ance on their finances, housing, and other urgent social 
circumstances. 

What are your party's ambitions for the next four 
years?
We need to make Copenhagen safe again. In recent years 
we have witnessed a drastic increase in gang-related 
shootings and other serious crime. It is therefore a top pri-
ority for me and the Danish People's Party that we take 
tough action until the problem is fixed. This will require 
more surveillance and for the police to be given more tools 
in the war against the gangs. On a brighter note, I will con-
tinue to work persistently toward ensuring that Copenha-
geners have more inviting cultural and recreational expe-
riences. One concrete example is that we are investigating 
where we can establish new football pitches in Nørrebro, li-
braries in Østerbro and Valby, and much, much more. Co-
penhageners can trust that I will do everything in my power 
to improve opportunities to participate in culture and sport 
in Copenhagen.

lokal.danskfolkeparti.dk/København
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What was your initial motivation?
We were frustrated with the state 
of the world. It's like our society 
is a train racing towards a cliff, 
and everyone can see it, but no 
one is taking action to change di-
rection. We are going to fall off 
that cliff very soon, and we need 
to wake people up and make them 
aware that each and every one of 
us can make a difference. Today, 
there are many initiatives that 
can help us live a more sustain-
able lifestyle, but they remain 
hidden because they lack a lob-
by. People are also stuck in their 
old habits.

Back then, I was working in a 
design agency as a project man-
ager on a progressive project, but 
it was still a commercial environ-
ment, and I hated it. So many hu-
man and financial resources are 
wasted in commercial advertis-
ing! I was struggling to find a more 
meaningful job because most of 
them either required a lot of ex-
perience, or were just 'greenwash-
ing' for big companies. I had a 
Master's degree in environmental 
management and was highly moti-
vated to make a difference in this 
world, so my situation was pretty 
depressing.

Our co-founder Martin Kæs-
tel Nielsen had spent a number 
of years in the same industry as 
a developer, but had decided ear-
ly on to go freelance because it 
gave him the flexibility to work on 
more meaningful stuff on the side 
as well. With experience from sev-
eral start-ups, he was looking for 
a new way to put his ambition to 
set the world in motion. But a ra-
tional mind needs someone to 
dance with.

So when we met, we talked a lot 
about how to really make a differ-
ence and we agreed that the way 
to go was to make people aware of 
their power – of the fact that their 
choices have an impact on our so-
ciety and environment – and how 
they can make use of it.

How does it work in practice? 
You just need to show up at the cen-
tre in Østerbro! We host around 20 
events each month, from documen-
tary screenings and talks on herb-
al remedies or mindfulness, to bi-

Hana
Hasanbegovic

cycle repair workshops and open 
source programming courses. We 
also have work groups on different 
topics, like education or food, that 
everyone who thinks that there is 
room for improvement can get in-
volved with.

If you have a paid member-
ship, everything is free. Otherwise, 
some events are free, but most cost 
a small fee. This also allows you to 
host your own event. So if you want 
to accelerate change yourself, you 
can just fill out a form and we'll 
put it in next month's schedule. 
The only criterion is that it should 
support our mission of accelerat-
ing the change of society towards 
a more sustainable lifestyle.

And who can get involved?
Anyone, really! Our community of 
members is made up of people who 
want to make a difference – peo-
ple of all backgrounds and all ag-
es. What unites them is that they 
don't just want to be bystanders 
while the world goes to hell. They 
want to do something about it, ei-
ther by hosting their own events 
or by supporting us in some way. 

We also have the support of 
some wonderful volunteers who 
help us with social media or oth-
er tasks that we otherwise would 
never get to work on – so if anyone 
is out there who is looking to put 

their time to a good cause, don't 
hesitate to come by!

Why is think.dk relevant today?
Because everyone knows about 
sustainability, but many only as-
sociate that term with planting 
trees or driving their car less. And 
yes, the environment is an impor-
tant part, and our natural habi-
tats are suffering a lot because of 
how things work today. We urgent-
ly need to shrink our ecological 
footprint, use fewer resources, and 
start applying more environmen-
tally-friendly alternatives. But 
people forget that sustainability 
is not only about ecological mat-
ters – social and economic sustain-
ability is just as important. Almost 
everyone in our society is running 
every day to make ends meet, to 
be able to pay the rent. People are 
stressed, and there is hardly time 
to reflect on the choices we make, 
let alone to take time to research 
sustainable alternatives.

Most people also have some 
awareness that things are broken, 
but they don't know what to do 
about it. Think.dk is a place where 
they can get inspired, empowered 
and receive support in accelerat-
ing change themselves. We want to 
make it easier to translate good in-
tentions into actions.

We are also a melting pot for 

Accelerating change for a
more sustainable society

Think.dk is a co-creative community seeking to turn good intentions into actions that promote sustainability, 
sharing and collaboration. Co-founder Anja Müller explains what the project is all about

changers of all kinds. If your friends 
think you're weird because you try 
to save energy or don't like shop-
ping, you will find new friends here 
that share that mindset. We think it 
is important for these people to con-
nect with each other because they 
have a lot in common, even if they 
come from different places. Yoga 
students and open source program-
mers most likely share some ideals, 
but they would probably never meet 
in the world out there, because eve-
ryone is mostly moving around in 
their own bubbles. 

We want to show people that 
they are not alone and that they 
do have the power to make a dif-
ference. We provide a platform for 
anyone to experiment and explore 
new forms of collaboration. And 
we want to grow the sustainable 
businesses of the future.

How do you fund think.dk?
Good question! So far, the project 
is completely self-financed. We 
hope that we can finance the centre 
through a combination of member-
ship fees and ticket sales for spe-
cial events, but for now, those re-
main dreams for the future. 

What are your long-term goals?
First, of course, we aim to make the 
centre in Østerbro self-sustaining in 
terms of growing the community and 
getting more people on board. But 
our long-term goal has always been 
to support the development of a big-
ger network. We hope that people in 
more cities get inspired and want to 
start a think-centre themselves. 

Our whole concept is open 
source, so anyone can use our con-
cept, design, and infrastructure to 
start a centre themselves. Imag-
ine it like a franchise, only without 
the royalty fees. Think.dk is a non-
profit, so as soon as a centre makes 
more money than it needs, we will 
direct the surplus toward growing 
the project and setting up more 
centres in new locations.

This is a very ambitious goal, of 
course, but we believe that there 
are many more people out there 
that are ready to take action before 
it is too late. Building local com-
munities and empowering people 
to act is how we can stop the train 
from going over that cliff. M

Most peo-
ple also 
have some 
aware-
ness that 
things are 
broken, 
but they 
don't know 
what to do 
about it. 
Think.dk 
is a place 
where they 
can get in-
spired and 
empow-
ered.
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30-year-old AUGUST ROSENBAUM has been a 
professional pianist since he was a teenager 
and this month he releases his third solo al-
bum 'Vista', his most original and inventive 
work to date. He reflects on growing up in a 
family that supported him every step of the 
way, on harnessing his self-doubt and per-
fectionism, and why music is the cure to the 
'emotional amputation' of modern existence
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ugust Rosenbaum is a gentle man. It's in his 
voice as he speaks and in the warm, sheepish 
smile. He seats me at the kitchen table, and 
starts to clear away the clutter that amasses 
when you have a toddler – he and his wife Ea 
have a two-year-old son. Their apartment, over-
looking Jagtvej in Nørrebro, is sparsely deco-
rated, with a few nice designer pieces, lots of 
plants, and a cheese board that seems to live 
permanently on the kitchen counter.

Several weeks earlier, I heard Rosenbaum 
in concert at DR Koncerthuset, where he per-
formed music from his latest album Vista, which 
is being released this month. It's the 30-year-old 
jazz pianist's third solo release, and it's a rich 
reinvention – obscure, nostalgic and cinematic. 

He took short breaks to chat with the audi-
ence during the show, and appeared confident 
and relaxed. Which you imagine he might be. 
A graduate of the Rhythmic Music Conservato-
ry in Copenhagen, he's been fêted as a prodigy, 
having started his professional career at age 13. 
A year later he won the Copenhagen Steinway 
Competition, and at 16 received the Jacob Gade 
Prize, a 100,000 kroner grant given annually to 
three of Denmark's most promising musical tal-
ents. In 2010, at age 23, he won 'Best New Jazz 
Artist' at the Danish Music Awards following 
his debut release Beholder.

It's not a total surprise to learn that he comes 
from a family of musicians and actors. His moth-
er, Ina-Miriam, and aunt, Pia, are well-known 
actors and stage directors, while his grandfa-
ther while his grandfather, Simon Rosenbaum, 
was a celebrated Danish pianist and entertain-
er. He began his career following the Second 
World War after returning from Sweden, where 
he had fled for protection due to his Jewish her-
itage. He died in 2015.

"My grandfather lived until he was 89 and 
played right up until the very end. I am 30, and 
want to sustain this interest in what I do for an-

other 60 years. That's a long run. It's so crazy – 
how do you do that? I think a lot about it. I tell 
myself that what I am doing is the right thing, 
that I should follow my curiosity. But it's cra-
zy living this life, where you need to create all 
the time. I hope to have a long life in music, but 
I can't imagine the stamina that it will take. I 
zoom out and think about how far I want to go. 
It's totally frightening."

Rosenbaum doesn't need urging to talk 
about his worries, fears and anxieties – it al-
most spills out of him. But while he knows that 
he may have a long way to go, his career has al-
so been decades in the making, urged to play 
music by his grandfather, and furnished with 
teachers from age six who nurtured his talent 
and kept him interested and challenged. As he 
puts it, "the chain didn't break." But he also 
had his struggles.

"I did have ups and downs, and lost interest 
at times. And I have had psychological issues, 
like a strain that I felt in my hand as a teenager 
that was probably psychosomatic, since it got 
worse when I was stressed. I've had to work 
with that for a long time – the pressure of man-
aging success and not feeling like an impost-
er. I spent a lot of time worrying about my own 
talent. It's easy to be my own worst critic, and 
think that I haven't deserved what's happened. 
I have had a lot of that. But I've gotten better 
at managing it."

LISTENERS WANT QUALITY AND DEPTH
Rosenbaum's self-doubt has clearly not inhib-
ited him too much. He's made three solo re-
cords, a live album with the August Rosenbaum 
Trio, written live arrangements for Danish pop-
star Mø and collaborated with the critically ac-
claimed duo Rhye. In between, he's written 
music for movies and theatre, and produced a 
number of smaller jazz collaborations.

He has also toured the world with singer Co-
co O. and producer Robin Hannibal, who togeth-
er form the group Quadron. Hannibal has been 
nominated for three Grammy Awards – nota-
bly through collaborations with rapper Kend-
rick Lamar – and shares writing and produc-
ing credits on Vista. The pair met fifteen years 
ago when Hannibal sold Rosenbaum a Fender 
Rhodes piano. 

Vista was finished last year, but that doesn't 
mean the work is over.

"I put in five or six years getting the music 
together, and then I had to build a visual iden-
tity around it. I knew that I wouldn't get signed 
to a good label unless I was hyped in some way. 
So I had to roll up my sleeves and get to work."

In truth, he seems to enjoy the process and 
speaks eagerly about creating the album's visu-
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I think peo-
ple are really 
good at seeing 
through shit 
and following 
quality and 
depth. I want 
to think that, 
but really I do 
believe it be-
cause there is 
space for pro-
gressive instru-
mental music 
like mine.

al universe. In June, he released the first single, 
'Nebula', along with a stark music video that 
he created in collaboration with Swedish art-
ist Andreas Emenius and the Mercedes-Benz 
'culture laboratory' Prxjects, which sponsors a 
large number of up-and-coming Danish musical 
acts, including Soleima and Liima. 

The reality is that without corporate and 
state sponsors, it's hard to make a living as 
a musician. Since 2010, Rosenbaum has re-
ceived several hundred thousand kroner in 
grants from the Culture Ministry for both so-
lo and group projects. These include funding 
for choirs and orchestras, as well as personal 
working grants.

"Grants have been a crucial part of being 
able to build a career, because you can't do it 
from scratch – it costs money. Sure, everyone 
can be a producer and make music in their bed-
room. But I like to record things in a studio, and 
that's not free. In the US there is no support, 
so music is assessed much more on whether it 
can compete in the market, whereas that's not 
the main focus in Denmark. That's really valua-
ble because we can just focus on being creative. 
This space for creativity is what everyone en-
vies. Having the space to experiment and cre-
ate something interesting."

Rosenbaum may have done just that. In Au-
gust, esteemed British DJ Mary Ann Hobbes 
selected the second single from Vista, 'Credo', 
for her 6 Music Recommends Show on BBC 
Radio 6 – a powerful digital-only station with 
more than two million monthly listeners.

"For me, it's a challenge that it's hard to get 
on the radio with instrumental music, but it 
just takes one DJ that loves the music – I was 
lucky that there are people like her on the air-
waves," he says.

"I think people are really good at seeing 
through shit and following quality and depth. I 
want to think that, but really I do believe it be-
cause there is space for progressive instrumen-
tal music like mine."

ARTISTIC NEUROSIS
Artists and writers often talk about having to 
capture creativity when it arrives, and I ask 
whether that's what the two small upright pi-
anos in his living room are for. He says no – 
he blocks off time to write in his nearby stu-
dio instead.

"I think it would be super stressful to re-
hearse with my kid on the floor, thinking that 
I've got to make dinner and I want to finish an 
idea. That's why I love when the work becomes 
more project-oriented, like with film and the-
atre. When we had Milo, I wrote scores for 
three plays, each with around ten weeks 

A
"It's crazy living this life  
where you need to create all 
the time – it's totally frightening
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of planning and execution. Theatre is cool be-
cause you go to this beautiful room that peo-
ple have created to make this illusion for the 
audience, and you get to create it there. It's a 
perfect setting."

Rosenbaum seems very relaxed about main-
taining and cultivating his talent. He doesn't 
stretch his hands or play scales, and he's confi-
dent about his ability to perform and find crea-
tive energy when he needs to. As an example he 
brings up a recent performance at the Copenha-
gen museum Glyptoteket, in which he and Co-
co O. were asked to put together some music 
that reflected one of its installations.

"I basically had to trust that something 
would come, and I need to give myself more 
credit for that because it does take some guts 
to just show up and play like that. I think about 
that a lot – what kind of energy does it take, 
and what would happen if that energy were no 
longer there? Where does creativity come from, 
and what would it mean to no longer be able 
to access it? But I also think that sometimes 
you need to walk ten feet away and come back 
and try again. I think about that – that I trust 
that I have this ability that I know will come 
when I need it, that I always carry with me," 
he says, adding that he's still self-conscious 

igates the early stages of his career, the range 
of projects he is involved in can be interpret-
ed as an attempt to make his classical training 
relevant in a modern world."

I think this still holds true. Rosenbaum 
could have easily fallen into a career as a jazz 
pianist and built on its musical tradition. But 
while anyone listening to Beholder, Live LP 
and Heights would immediately identify them 
as jazz, that's not the case with Vista. It's some-
thing else entirely, sitting in an unresolved, re-
mote space outside genre.

"The main thing that I focus on is asking 
questions about what is easy to access and what 
isn't. How do you feel invited, and not exclud-
ed, by the music? I think that's very interest-
ing. I want to leave a catalogue that says some-
thing about how we listen to music."

His influences remain diverse, absorbing 
everything from what's on his Spotify weekly 
playlist to obscure recordings from the Smith-
sonian archive. And he says he has always done 
this, storing the music away, linking it to the 
moment in time that he first heard it. 

"I remember biking down Svanemøllevej to 
my friend's house, listening to Talkie Walkie-
by Air for the first time. And I remember driv-
ing to Alsace in France with my school in sev-
enth grade and listening to 'Send It On' from 
D'Angelo's album Voodoo. My Dad and I would 
listen to Queen in the summer, and I can still 
recollect smells and imagery. And then there's 
all the break up songs. It's crazy what music can 
do. I think it's impossible to put a price on that. 
Nowadays there are people who curate Spotify 
playlists with millions of subscribers because 
people need music to experience things. Which 
is important, because I think there is a danger 
of becoming emotionally amputated. We are so 
focussed on getting by, staying in shape, keep-
ing our jobs, and living our dreams. It's cool to 
have music that stabs you in the gut with feel-
ing sometimes. I think people do that, and I 
don't blame them. People are very good at tap-
ping into something more emotional. It's very 
important."

After the interview, I kept thinking about 
what he said about his upbringing, that the 
"chain didn't break." It's an insightful obser-
vation on his part, a self-awareness of the priv-
ileges that propelled his talent – the family and 
network that supported him the whole way and 
didn't make him self-conscious about visualis-
ing a future as an artist. This instilled a confi-
dence that begets success. Because it's less ran-
dom than we often think – who succeeds in art, 
and who doesn't. And Rosenbaum, it seems, has 
always known this.

"I remember talking to my bank manager 
after I graduated from the conservatory, who 
said, 'Stick with it for two years and see where 
you're at, and if it's not making any money, I 
would consider doing something else'. It was 
really cool of him, I mean you learn the 'truth' 
from drunk people and bank managers," he 
says sarcastically.

 "When it comes to this indefinable thing 
we call making art, I'm only concerned about 
the long run." M

about his abilities and tends to worry more 
than necessary.

"I laugh at it a little bit – I don't try to be 
this way, but I feel like I'm a stereotype out of 
these old Woody Allen movies – typical Jewish 
neurosis," he says, chuckling.

"I come with a built-in perfectionism. When 
you have it, it's hard to listen to other people. 
I can't be less of a perfectionist, and now that I 
have a kid, I have a hard time listening to other 
parents talk about how much they get done in 
such little time. I still put a lot of pressure on 
myself and am always thinking about the work 
at hand. I can't make easy solutions for myself. 
It doesn't feel right. I don't know how."

BANK MANAGERS AND DRUNKS
I interviewed Rosenbaum for the first time six 
years ago, a year after his win at the Danish Mu-
sic Awards. That interview wasn't for an arti-
cle, but for the liner notes for the Live LP that 
he released together with his two childhood 
friends who make up the August Rosenbaum 
Trio. I also wrote a short press bio, which end-
ed with the following passage:

"August is as happy languishing in the heavy 
beats of the Wu-Tang Clan as he is studying the 
progressions of the great Bill Evans. As he nav-

TIMELINE

1987 : Born in Copenha-
gen into a Polish-Jewish 
artist family – his mother, 
aunt, uncle are actors. His 
grandfather is a pianist.

1991 : Begins playing piano 
as a six-year-old, encour-
aged by grandfather Si-
mon Rosenbaum. 

2000 : Starts to play pro-
fessionally.

2003 : Wins the Copenha-
gen Steinway competition. 

2004 : Receives the Jacob 
Gade's Legat worth DKK 
100,000 (awarded each 
year to 3 of Denmark's 
most distinctive young 
musicians)

2007 : Accepted into the 
Rhythmic Music Conserv-
atory in Copenhagen.

2009 : Starts to play with 
the Danish / American 
soulduo Quadron

2010 : Releases debut al-
bum 'Beholder', recorded 
in New York in 2009 with 
Jakob Bro, Dan Weiss and 
Thomas Morgan.

2010 : Awarded The New 
Jazz Name of the Year for 
'Beholder'" at the Dan-
ish Music Awards. Nomi-
nated for the Scandina-
vian award "Nordic Music 
Prize"

2011 : Makes music for 
movies and a new trio 
jazz album "Live LP".

2013 : Releases solo album 
'Heights' and 'All Roman-
tic' together with Sven-
Åke Johansson and Lars 
Greve.

2016: Releases EP 'Rhi-
zome'.

2017 : Releases 'Vista'
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Professor of Formal Philosophy Vincent F. Hendricks (left) and PhD fellow Mads Vestergaard (right) wrote 'Fake News' together, which was published this summer.

Fake news risks undermining democracy and dividing 
society, but how do we protect ourselves? It's one of 
the questions that Vincent F. Hendricks and Mads
Vestergaard attempt to answer in their new book, 
which looks at a phenomenon that has long existed, 
but has never been more pervasive

ot long after he was elected 
US President in 2016, Donald 
Trump pointed at CNN anchor 
Jim Acosta during a press con-
ference and declared, "You are 

fake news!" He has since accused many other 
media of propagating lies about him, notably 
The "failing" New York Times.

It would be funny – the man is hardly a re-
nowned truth teller – if it weren't so sinister. 
The newspaper is, after all, one of the most 
respected journalistic publications in the 
world. If we can't trust the New York Times, 
who can we trust?

This is what makes the term 'fake news' so 

"If everything is about
 'us and them'

truth goes to the grave"

N
Words:
Peter Stanners

Photos:
Rasmus Degnbol
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interesting. On the one hand, it refers to fab-
ricated or deliberately misleading information 
parading as unbiased reporting, typically cre-
ated with a specific political agenda.

But the epithet is also used by powerful en-
tities to cast doubt on people, media and or-
ganisations that attempt to hold them to ac-
count. 

Following Trump's election, understanding 
the fake news phenomenon has become more 
urgent than ever, argues Professor of Formal 
Philosophy Vincent F. Hendricks and PhD fel-
low Mads Vestergaard. Hendricks is the direc-
tor of the Center for Information and Bubble 
Studies (CIBS) at The University of Copenha-
gen, where Vestergaard is conducting research 
into so-called 'political bubbles'.

Together they have written a book – aptly 
titled Fake News – that serves as a step-by-step 
guide to the phenomenon. It takes us through 
the history of fake and misleading news, draw-
ing upon human psychology, attention eco-
nomics, the impact of technology on news dis-
semination, the commercialisation of media, 
and the polarisation of society through echo 
chambers.

"In writing the book, we wanted to figure 
out what happened with Trump's election – 
what is this media world where it doesn't mat-
ter if you are caught lying?" asks Vestergaard.

DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGY
While Trump might have popularised the term 
'fake news', both misinformation and prop-
aganda existed well before the internet age.

One of the first major news hoaxes is 
thought to have taken place in 1835, when 
readers of The New York Sun were shocked 
to learn that a bat-like species of human lived 
on the moon. The story spread rapidly and 
shocked audiences across America, but not 
just because it was so captivating. The news-
paper had introduced a business model that 
slashed the price of the newspaper, while in-
creasing the space it gave to advertisers – the 
'fake news' content was essentially a means to 
draw eyeballs to these adverts. 

Rival newspapers with a stronger commit-
ment to truth-telling eventually debunked 
The Sun's stories. But the industry was trans-
formed as other publishers copied the low-cost 
high-advertising model.

Just over 150 years later, the internet and 
social media came along. The technology has 
been enormously disruptive, exponentially in-
creasing the amount of information available 
to readers. But because our capacity to absorb 
information remains the same, competition for 
our attention has also increased dramatically.

The difference between the internet and 
cheap newspapers and cable television is that 
information gatekeepers now feel much less 
ethical responsibility about the quality of the 
information they pass on. In the case of print 
and TV news, these gatekeepers were editori-
al boards. Now it's Google and Facebook that 
are responsible for passing information along 
through their free platforms.

But they aren't really free. They make their 
money by selling information about us to ad-

vertisers so they can better target us with 
their products. To Google and Facebook, in-
formation is not necessarily valued for its so-
cial importance and truthfulness, but rather 
for its ability to attract our attention to its ad-
vertisers – who all too often are purveyors of 
fake news.

"What struck us was that the market for in-
formation is not regulated," says Hendricks.

He draws an analogy to the subprime mort-
gage crisis that precipitated the 2008 financial 
crash. The US Federal Reserve didn't want to 
regulate the housing market, because it be-
lieved that the market was efficient at weeding 
out bad services and products, and rewarding 
good ones. But bad – or subprime – mortgag-
es were nevertheless bundled together with 
good ones, and sold on at far above their re-
al value. When their worthlessness was ulti-
mately discovered, it pulled the rug out from 
under the market.

IS FACEBOOK A MEDIA?
The same goes for an unregulated information 
market. Bad information is not necessarily be-
ing weeded out, allowing for the proliferation 
of fake news. Because to Google and Facebook, 
there is no difference between 'good' and 'bad' 
information – the companies make money by 
selling access to their users to information sup-
pliers, regardless of any commitment to jour-
nalistic integrity.

"These are stories that are either doctored, 
untruthful, or both, but that can survive and 
can have a big impact because of the atten-
tion allocated to them. This is the type of capi-
tal we are talking about," says Hendricks, add-
ing that it might be worth considering making 
attention allocators such as Google and Face-
book more responsible for the information they 
disseminate.

"The big digital players control 95 percent 
of traffic and have become attention alloca-
tors like nobody else. They basically serve the 
same function as the BBC, but with two billion 
free journalists – in the case of, say, Facebook. 
So why not speculate – if you are extension-
ally equivalent to a media organisation, why 
not ask them to obey to the same journalistic 
rules and ethics as other media? Why not reg-
ulate outlets that control the bandwidth and 
have both rogue and good journalists? This al-
ready exists in principle with their communi-
ty standards on what you can and cannot do. 
Google is also editing the search feed."

Vestergaard adds that there are obvious dif-
ficulties that come with regulating the infor-
mation that Facebook and Google share.

"You also have to respect free speech. You 
can't regulate free speech away without under-
mining democracy and political debate. That's 
what makes it tricky. When it comes to fake 
news, it's not either-or, it's a scale. You can al-
so misinform people by telling the truth, but 
taking it out of context. So it's hard."

While regulating Facebook and Google 
may be difficult, there is increasing awareness 
about fake news and the dangers it poses. Hen-
dricks points to one Danish survey in which 
50 percent of Danes responded that they were 

The big digi-
tal players 
control 95 
percent of 
traffic and 
have become 
attention al-
locators like 
nobody else. 
They basi-
cally serve the 
same function 
as the BBC, 
but with two 
billion free 
journalists.
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Professor of Formal Philosophy at The University 
of Copenhagen. Vincent F. Hendricks is Director 
of the Center for Information and Bubble Stud-
ies (CIBS) sponsored by the Carlsberg Founda-
tion and was awarded the Elite Research Prize 
by the Danish Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Innovation and the Roskilde Festival Elite 
Research Prize both in 2008.
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A PhD fellow and M.A. in philosophy from Uni-
versity of Copenhagen. Mads Vestergaard is 
lecturer in philosophy and history of ideas at Kr-
ogerup Højskole and Folkeuniversitetet in Co-
penhagen.
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somewhat concerned by fake news, and an-
other that showed journalism was among the 
least-trusted professions. Organisations such 
as the World Economic Forum have identi-
fied fake news as one of the grand challenges 
facing the world, on par with climate change 
and growing inequality. That the leader of the 
world's largest economy openly embraces 'al-
ternative facts' only worsens this outlook.

TOTALITARIAN TENDENCIES
One thing we can't change is the way our brains 
work, and the social and psychological factors 
that make us susceptible to fake news in the 
first place. Motivated reasoning, for example, 
is a common decision-making phenomenon 
in which we seek evidence to support a posi-
tion we already hold. It is also known as con-
firmation bias. 

The problem is that social media and the in-
ternet now offer us even more opportunities to 
seek out information that supports our world 
view. This is exacerbated by the algorithms de-
ployed by Facebook and Google to determine 
which results and information we see – the 
more we search for one thing, the more of it 
they give us. In the process, we end up in echo 
chambers and political bubbles that keep out 
contradictory information.   

Hendricks adds that while the rise of fact 
checking is welcome, it doesn't eradicate the 
problem.

"In order to debunk fake news, you have 
to mention it. By mentioning it, you increase 
its circulation, so the problem is that you can 
end up whitewashing information by causing 
it to be repeated again and again. The Colom-
bia Journalism Review found that alt-right me-
dia were able to create a closed ecosystem to 
talk to the Trump base that caters exactly to 

their motivated reasoning, biases, and so on. 
At the same time, they do it so loudly that the 
established media is obliged to take it up. So 
it sets agendas across the board."

Rather than address each and every single 
piece of news out there, a better strategy may 
be to equip citizens with tools to deal with in-
formation. And Hendricks' centre CIBS has 
won funding to do precisely that.

"We are preparing a course for high school 
students on how to understand the nuts and 
bolts of why stories go viral, looking at social 
psychology, polarisation, echo chambers, mo-
tivated reasoning and so on," he says.

"The goal is to be able to navigate as an en-
lightened citizen, because information is still 
the best means we have to enable qualified de-
liberation, decision and action. When you have 
an exponential rise in information, but don't 
have the time, you need a tool box – so you can 
say, 'I want info on x to make a qualified deci-
sion on y, so what do I need to know?'"

Hendricks and Vestergaard end the book 
with a chapter on the dangers of a post-factu-
al democracy, where truth becomes secondary 
to opinion in driving policy. But the solution is 
not to establish a technocracy – a government 
run by expert administrators.

"Experts and scientists are too specialised. 
You can't put political power in their hands – 
there is a lot that they don't know. They don't 
have the experiences that are needed. It's im-
portant to hold on to democracy, to know that 
it's a balance. We need experts and scientists 
and journalists to talk about the facts, but they 
don't get it right all the time, and they aren't 
infallible, so it needs to be a dialogue. There 
is no value-free science. The facts you choose 
to look at already represent a value choice. So 
we need a discussion about science and what 

effect it has on the results without the conver-
sation being based on mistrust. That's why we 
need an open discussion about economic inter-
ests in science. We need more openness to fight 
the mistrust," says Hendricks.

Ultimately, we have to face the structural 
problems created when the information age 
caters to and feeds into democracy.

"We are just trying to present a diagnosis 
of how the information age and democracy do 
or do not fit together, respecting the idea that 
our understanding of democracy is something 
that comes from the enlightenment. There is 
this idea that the more information you give 
people, the better they become at correctly se-
lecting and processing it to make better deci-
sions. But that doesn't follow by nature. That's 
part of the problem," says Vestergaard.

While Hendricks stresses that post-fac-
tual populism can be found on both the left 
and right political wings, the more immedi-
ate threat is on the right. A few weeks before 
they went to print, Hendricks received an 
email from President Trump – he subscribed 
to Trump's mailing list – declaring that the me-
dia are the enemy of the people. 

Vestergaard argues that his strategy to divide 
society and develop a grand narrative about a 
battle between good and evil is a classic signal 
of totalitarianism as described by the great 20th 
century philosopher Hannah Arendt.

"When we recognise the prevalence of this 
epic 'us-and-them' narrative, as Arendt writes, 
that's worth looking at. Not to say we are there 
yet, but to say that these narratives are under-
mining democracy and could get worse unless 
we stand up to them," says Vestergaard. 

"If everything is about 'us and them', truth 
goes to the grave and all that matters is win-
ning." M

There is this 
idea that the 
more informa-
tion you give 
people, the 
better they 
become at cor-
rectly select-
ing and pro-
cessing it to 
make better 
decisions. But 
that doesn't 
follow by na-
ture. That's 
part of the 
problem.

MADS VESTERGAARD
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19th CPC National Congress - Sponsored content

19TH CPC NATIONAL CONGRESS   2017

he 19th CPC National Congress 
was one "Decisive Moments in 
History" for China.  The Congress 
sets the way forward for China's 
future, unveiling the "Thought 
on Socialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics for a New Era".  A 
two-stage development plan for 
the period from 2020 to the mid-
dle of the 21st century to devel-
op China into a "great modern so-
cialist country" has been drawn 
up, whereby the first stage from 
2020 to 2035 will see that social-
ist modernization is basically re-
alized, while the second stage 
from 2035 to the middle of the 
21st century will focus on devel-
oping China into a great modern 
socialist country that is prosper-
ous, strong, democratic, cultur-
ally advanced, harmonious, and 
beautiful, assuming the role of 
global leader in terms of com-

posite national strength and in-
ternational influence. The CPC 
sets up a central leading group 
for advancing law-based govern-
ance in all areas, strengthening 
oversight to ensure compliance 
with the Constitution, advanc-
ing constitutionality review, and 
safeguarding the authority of 
the Constitution. Having gained 
overwhelming momentum in its 
fight against corruption, the CPC 
is determined to secure a sweep-
ing victory over the greatest 
threat to the Party.

As the beginning of tremen-
dous determination and devel-
opment, the Congress bears pro-
found global significance. It sends 
out clear message that no mat-
ter what stage of development 
it reaches, China will never seek 
hegemony or engage in expan-
sion. It is also underlined that 
as China continues its transition 
from a phase of rapid growth to 
a stage of high-quality develop-
ment, it will become more and 
more open, implementing the 
system of pre-establishment na-
tional treatment plus a negative 
list across the board while easing 
market access and protecting the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
foreign investors. China, through 
its successful practice of building 

a community of common destiny, 
groundbreaking endeavors like 
the Belt and Road Initiative and 
the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank, strong endorsements 
of globalization and free trade, as 
well as unswerving adherence to 
Paris Agreement, remains active 
in its contribution to internation-
al governance.

The outward-looking vision 
the Congress set forth underlines 
China's perseverance in pursu-
ing win-win cooperation with our 
partners including Denmark. Al-
ready, China is Denmark's largest 
trading partner in Asia, and Den-
mark remains the European coun-
try with the largest investment 
in China in per capita terms. As 
China marches on its journey to 
building a "great modern socialist 
country", areas such as creativity 
and innovation, green economy, 
high-end manufacturing, educa-
tion, elderly care and anti-cor-
ruption where Denmark excels 
would further highlight exchang-
es and cooperation between Chi-
na and its partners. Meanwhile, 
as China furthers its composite 
national strength, ever more Chi-
nese ideas like the "four great 
new inventions" in modern times, 
namely, sharing bikes, e-com-
merce, mobile payment and high-

speed railway, would inspire new 
platforms for business alliance. 
The common ground between 
China's innovative, coordinated, 
green, open, shared development 
and the green, circular, sustaina-
ble economic-social development 
mode of Denmark provides am-
ple space for our mutually-bene-
ficial cooperation, integrating our 
development strategies. I believe 
the China-Denmark relations will 
surely gain fresh and strong im-
petus.

The year of 2018, which marks 
the 10th anniversary of China-
Denmark Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership, also provides 
new opportunities to deepen the 
bilateral ties. The great times we 
are beholding calls for even closer 
joint efforts from both sides, bear-
ing in mind that only by respect-
ing and caring for each other's 
core interests and concerns, up-
holding the spirit of seeking com-
mon ground while putting aside 
differences can we further expand 
common interests, enhance con-
sensus in policies and concepts, 
and strengthen complementary 
cooperation.

Together let's embrace the un-
folding new era of China-Den-
mark relations, for our peoples 
and generations to come. M

EMBRACING A NEW ERA
The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) is opening new era in our joint efforts 
to advance China-Denmark relations.

T
TOGETHER 
LET'S EMBRACE 
THE UNFOLD-
ING NEW ERA 
OF CHINA-
DENMARK 
RELATIONS, 
FOR OUR 
PEOPLES AND 
GENERATIONS 
TO COME.
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BRIEF REVIEW OF THE 19TH 
CPC NATIONAL CONGRESS

h e  1 9 t h  Na t i o n -
al Congress of the 
Communist Party 
of China (CPC) was 
opened on the 18th 
October at the Great 

Hall of the People in Beijing. The 
congress is a very important meet-
ing at a time when China strived 
for its final victory to achieve a 
moderately prosperous society in 
an all-round way, and at a critical 
time for the development of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics. 

The 19th CPC National Con-
gress reviews the Party's work 
over the past five years and sum-
marises precious experiences that 
the Party has gained from the his-
torical process of uniting and lead-
ing people of all ethnic groups 
to carry on and advance social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
under the leadership of the CPC 
Central Committee with Xi at the 
core since the 18th CPC National 
Congress.

A new CPC Central Committee 
and a new Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection was elect-
ed at the congress. The congress 
elects members to the CPC Cen-
tral Committee, and the new Cen-

tral Committee elects members to 
the Political Bureau, the Political 
Bureau Standing Committee and 
the General Secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee. 

The congress shapes China's fu-
ture until 2022. It thoroughly ex-
amined the current internation-
al and domestic situation, and 
took into account the new require-
ments for the development of the 
Party and the country as well as 
new expectations from the peo-
ple, and draws out guidelines and 
policies that respond to the call of 
the times.

One of the key functions of the 
CPC National Congress is to revise 
the Constitution of the Party. The 
amended constitution should ful-
ly represent the latest sinicization 
of Marxism, new governance con-
cepts, thoughts and strategies of 
the CPC Central Committee since 
the last congress.

A total of 2,287 delegates were  
selected from across China to at-
tend the congress. The delegates 
were elected in accordance with 
the Party constitution and CPC 
Central Committee requirements. 
A total of 771 delegates, or 33.7 
percent of the total, are from front-

T

19th CPC National Congress - Sponsored content

line production and manufac-
turing, an increase of 3.2 per-
centage points compared with 
the 18th congress five years 
ago. Among them, 198 are 
workers or migrant workers, 
86 are farmers and 283 are pro-
fessional technical personnel.
The representation of female 
CPC members and members 
from ethnic minority groups 
are also rising, reaching 24.1 
percent and 11.5 percent of the 
total respectively, the state-
ment said, noting that ethnic 
minority members come from 
43 out of the country's 55 eth-
nic minority groups.

NEW ERA, NEW LOOK, 
NEW ACCOMPLISHMENTS
With decades of hard work, 
socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics has entered a new 
era. In this new context, China 
must get a new look and, more 
importantly, make new accom-

plishments. Over the past five 
years, the CPC has set out a 
broad agenda: some tasks have 
been completed while others 
need more work. This Par-
ty Congress has set new goals 
and new tasks. The coming five 
years between the 19th and the 
20th Party Congress is the pe-
riod in which the timeframes 
of the Two Centenary Goals 
will converge. Not only must 
China deliver the first cente-

nary goal, China must also em-
bark on the journey toward the 
second centenary goal.

As the saying goes, it is bet-
ter to see once than to hear 
a hundred times. China wel-
comes our friends to visit and 
see more of China, and hopes 
that after the Party Congress, 
our friends will continue to 
follow China's development 
and progress, and learn about 
more dimensions of China. M

X
IN

H
U
A
 N

EW
S 

A
ge

nc
yX
IN

H
U
A
 N

EW
S 

A
ge

nc
y

X
IN

H
U
A
 N

EW
S 

A
ge

nc
y



the murmur28 
19th CPC National Congress - Sponsored content

A NEW ERA WITH NEW THOUGHT
Socialism with Chinese character-
istics has entered a new era.
The CPC has given shape to the 
Thought on Socialism with Chi-
nese Characteristics for a New 
Era, a long-term guide to action 
that the Party must adhere to and 
develop.

The Thought builds on and 
further enriches Marxism-Lenin-
ism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng 
Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of 
Three Represents, and the Scien-
tific Outlook on Development. It 
represents the latest achievement 
in adapting Marxism to the Chi-
nese context.

GREAT MODERN SOCIALIST 
COUNTRY
The CPC has drawn up a two-
stage development plan for the 
period from 2020 to the middle of 
the 21st century to develop Chi-
na into a "great modern socialist 
country."

In the first stage from 2020 to 
2035, the CPC will build on the 

foundation created by the mod-
erately prosperous society with a 
further 15 years of hard work to 
see that socialist modernization 
is basically realized.

In the second stage from 2035 
to the middle of the 21st centu-
ry, the CPC will, building on hav-
ing basically achieved moderni-
zation, work hard for a further 
15 years and develop China into 
a great modern socialist country 
that is prosperous, strong, dem-
ocratic, culturally advanced, har-
monious, and beautiful.

The  pr inc ipa l  contrad ic -
tion facing Chinese society has 
evolved to be that between unbal-
anced and inadequate develop-
ment and the people's ever-grow-
ing needs for a better life.

Now the needs to be met for 
the people to live a better life are 
increasingly broad. Not only have 
their material and cultural needs 
grown, their demands for democ-
racy, rule of law, fairness and jus-
tice, security, and a better envi-
ronment are increasing.

ECONOMY
China's economy has been tran-
sitioning from a phase of rapid 
growth to a stage of high-quality 
development.

In developing a modernized 
economy, the country must focus 
on the real economy. China will 
support state capital in becom-
ing stronger, doing better, and 
growing bigger, turn Chinese en-
terprises into world-class, global-
ly competitive firms.

China will leverage the funda-
mental role of consumption in 
promoting economic growth and 
improve the framework of regu-
lation underpinned by monetary 
policy and macro-prudential poli-
cy, and see that interest rates and 
exchange rates become more mar-
ket-based.

OPENING UP
China will not close its door to the 
world; it will only become more 
and more open.

China will implement the sys-
tem of pre-establishment nation-
al treatment plus a negative list 
across the board.

China will significantly ease 
market access and protect the le-
gitimate rights and interests of 
foreign investors.

LAW
The CPC sets up a central leading 
group for advancing law-based 
governance in all areas.

It will strengthen oversight to 
ensure compliance with the Con-
stitution, advance constitutional-
ity review, and safeguard the au-
thority of the Constitution.

ECOLOGICAL PROGRESS
The CPC has incorporated Beau-
tiful China into its two-stage de-
velopment plan for building a 
great modern socialist country.
The modernization is one char-
acterized by harmonious coexist-
ence between man and nature

China will establish regula-
tory agencies to manage state-
owned natural resource assets 
and monitor natural ecosystems, 
and develop a nature reserves sys-
tem composed mainly of nation-
al parks.

ARMED FORCES
By the  yea r  2 020 ,  m i l i t a ry 
mechanization will be basical-
ly achieved, with IT application 
coming a long way and strategic 
capabilities seeing a big improve-
ment. The modernization of the 
national defense and armed forc-
es should be basically complet-
ed by 2035.

The people's armed forces will 
be transformed into world-class 
military by the mid-21st century.

DIPLOMACY
No matter what stage of develop-
ment it reaches, China will never 
seek hegemony or engage in ex-
pansion.

PARTY BUILDING
Having gained overwhelming mo-
mentum in its fight against cor-
ruption, the CPC is determined 
to secure a sweeping victory over 
the greatest threat to the Party. M

Highlights of Xi's report to 
19th CPC National Congress

Xi Jinping delivered a report to the opening of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) on the 18th October. The following are the highlights of the report:

THE PRINCIPAL 

CONTRADICTION 

FACING CHINESE 

SOCIETY HAS 

EVOLVED TO BE 

THAT BETWEEN 

UNBALANCED 

AND INADE-

QUATE DEVELOP-

MENT AND THE 

PEOPLE'S EVER-

GROWING NEEDS 

FOR A BETTER 

LIFE.
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UNDERSTANDING CHINA'S 
PATH IN THE NEXT 5 YEARS

he eyes of the world 
turned to China as 
the Communist Par-
ty o f  Ch ina  (CPC) 
held its 19th nation-
al congress, at which 
the CPC unveiled new 

leadership and set a blueprint for nation-
al development for the next five years 
and beyond.

Comprehensive, strategic and fore-
sighted guidelines were raised at the con-
gress. China is aiming for a "moderately 
prosperous society" and a modern so-
cialist country while moving toward the 
world's center stage.

The congress came at a critical time 
for the development of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, under which 
China had witnessed an economic mir-
acle and accomplished even impossible 
missions.

SOCIALISM WITH CHINESE 
CHARACTERISTICS
When many Western countries contin-
ue to stagnate, China has grown and re-
mained stable. This is due to the strong 
leadership of the CPC and socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, which is mark-
edly different from the Western sys-
tem, in which multiple parties hold of-
fice in turn, often bickering on their way 
to power.

"Since the 12th CPC National Con-
gress in 1982, the CPC has always held 
high the banner of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics. This is what the 
Party has learned over the past four dec-
ades," said Xin Ming, a professor at the 
Party School of the CPC Central Com-
mittee.

China has become the world's second-
largest economy after decades of rapid 
economic growth. China's GDP expand-
ed by an average annual rate of 7.2 per-
cent during 2013-2016, compared with 
2.6-percent average global growth and 
the 4-percent growth of developing econ-
omies.

Chen Shuguang, a professor with the 
Party School of the CPC Central Com-
mittee, said that one of the major advan-
tages of the Chinese political system is 
its ability to formulate long-term devel-
opment plans and implement them in an 
effective manner.

The CPC has maintained consisten-
cy in its commitment and policy-mak-
ing while adapting to changing domestic 
and international conditions, Chen said.

The International Monetary Fund 
raised its forecast for China's economic 
growth to 6.8 percent this year, reflect-
ing the country's stronger-than-expect-
ed economic performance and its efforts 
in deepening economic reform.

Under current circumstances, the de-

velopment of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics entails pushing forward 
the "Four Comprehensives" as social-
ism with Chinese characteristics has en-
tered a new development stage, said Xin.

The "Four Comprehensives" refers 
to a four-pronged strategy to create a 
moderately prosperous society in all re-
spects, deepen reform, advance rule of 
law and strengthen Party governance.

China's great achievements in social-
ism with Chinese characteristics do not 
only mean that socialism has gained 
strong vitality in China, but has also 
expanded the pathway to moderniza-
tion for developing countries around 
the world, said President Xi Jinping, al-
so general secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission.

TWO CENTENARY GOALS
Completing the building of a moderately 
prosperous society by 2020 is a promise 
the CPC has made to the people.

Improvement of people's livelihood 
has always been high on the agenda of 
the central authorities. The per-capita 
disposable income of all residents rose 
from 7,311 yuan (about 1,111 U.S. dol-
lars) in 2012 to 23,821 yuan in 2016, an 
annual increase of 7.4 percent. The fig-
ure for the first half of 2017 rose 7.3 per-
cent year on year.

China has lifted 700 million people out 
of poverty in the past 30 years. In the 
coming three years, another 40 million 
will be added to the list, meaning 20 peo-
ple are lifted out of poverty each minute.

The central authorities have said that 
not a single family living in poverty will 
be left behind on the path to combat-
ing poverty.

After a moderately prosperous soci-
ety is achieved by 2020, the whole Par-
ty and people of various ethnic groups 
nationwide will be motivated to build 
a modernized socialist country by 2049, 
the centenary of the People's Republic 
of China.

"It is harder to achieve the second 
centenary goal than the first, as no coun-
try has ever realized modernization at 
the primary stage of socialism," Xin said, 
adding that China is confident and capa-
ble of achieving the goal.

STRICT PARTY GOVERNANCE
Since its 18th national congress in 2012, 
the CPC has shown it is serious about 
strict Party governance and tackling cor-
ruption. Experts said the CPC will con-
tinue its anti-corruption drive with more 
weight on prevention and education.

"For the next five years to come, the 
CPC will continue its efforts in anti-cor-
ruption while attaching equal or more 
importance to preventing the emergence 

of corruption," Xin said, adding that a 
sound political ecology will be cultivated 
and more attention will be given to ide-
ological education.

In December 2012, the central author-
ities issued the "eight-point rules," re-
quiring government officials to strictly 
practice frugality and clean up unde-
sirable work styles such as formalism, 
bureaucratism, hedonism and extrava-
gance. Practices such as the use of pub-
lic funds to buy gifts, hold banquets and 
pay for holidays have since been strict-
ly banned.

Now, the anti-graft drive has gained 
crushing momentum. Since 2012, the 
Party has investigated more than 280 
senior officials, including Zhou Yong-
kang, Bo Xilai, Guo Boxiong, Xu Caihou, 
Sun Zhengcai and Ling Jihua.

The strict governance of the Party 
will always be an ongoing process, Xi 
said, stressing that the future of a polit-
ical party or a regime is ultimately de-
termined by whether the people are for 
or against it.

DIPLOMACY HIGHLIGHTING 
WIN-WIN COOPERATION
China will continue to actively partic-
ipate in global governance reform and 
contribute Chinese wisdom to the world.

Xi has proposed forging a community 
of shared destiny for mankind, as well as 
establishing a new type of internation-
al relations with win-win cooperation at 
the core.

The vision of building a community of 
shared future for humanity holds that all 
countries, big or small, are equal in terms 
of their right to development and polit-
ical status, making a more harmonious 
and equal world possible.

This proposal, together with China's 
Belt and Road Initiative, was incorporat-
ed into UN Security Council resolutions.

This vision, derived from traditional 
Chinese culture, presents Chinese wis-
dom for the world, Xin said.

T
China's average contribution to world 

growth in 2013-2016 was about 30 per-
cent, the largest among all countries and 
higher than the total contribution from 
the United States, the eurozone and Ja-
pan.

Currently, as anti-globalization rears 
its head and some Western political sys-
tems suffer setbacks, China is sure to 
play its due role in promoting trade lib-
eralization and economic globalization, 
as well as advancing global governance 
and multilateralism.

INTENSIVE EDUCATION ABOUT 
ETHNIC UNITY AND PROGRESS
China is a united and multi-ethnic coun-
try created through the joint efforts of 
the peoples of all its 56 ethnic groups. 
Therefore, the CPC always attaches 
great importance to maintaining nation-
al stability and improving the livelihood 
of all ethnic groups. China's ethnic pol-
icies and systems includes 5 aspects: 
First, abiding by the principle of ethnic 
equality. Second, safeguarding the uni-
ty of ethnic groups. Third, implementing 
the system of ethnic regional autonomy. 
Fourth, supporting the fast develop-
ment of ethnic minorities and the specif-
ic ethnic-minority areas. Fifth, protect-
ing and carrying forward the culture of 
ethnic groups.

China will conduct intensive educa-
tion about ethnic unity and progress, 
speed up development of ethnic minor-
ity areas, and protect the legitimate 
rights and interests of ethnic minorities. 
China is aming to consolidate and de-
velop socialist ethnic relations of equal-
ity, unity, mutual assistance and har-
mony so that all ethnic groups in China 
will live and develop together in harmo-
ny like pomegranate seeds. China will 
comprehensively implement the policy 
on religion and fully leverage the posi-
tive role of religious figures and believ-
ers in promoting economic and social 
development. M

19TH CPC NATIONAL CONGRESS    2017

X
IN

H
U
A
 N

EW
S 

A
ge

nc
y



the murmur30 
Rasm

us D
egnbol

Fredrik Scheel has suffered from depression. He is open about his experience and talks often in the hope that others, who might be suffering, might seek help like he did.
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Gabriele Dellisanti

round two years ago I was 
first diagnosed with de-
pression. I stopped seeing 

my friends, going out and studying. 
As it was gradually getting worse, 
I realised that I had to get help." 

Fredrik Scheel studies agricul-
tural economics at Copenhagen 
University and currently lives in 
Amager. Born and raised in Rye, a 
small town located halfway between 
Roskilde and Holbæk, he was diag-
nosed with depression in 2015 and 
has just recently recovered. 

Scheel is far from alone. In Den-
mark, depression affects one sixth 
of the population, a number that 
increased significantly in recent 
years.

In April, the Rigshospitalet 
completed a study of depression 
rates among Danes aged 10 to 49, 
measured between 2000 and 2013. 
The study revealed a dramatic rise 
in the number of depression diag-
noses as well as in the number of 
prescriptions for antidepressant 
drugs. Since sales of antidepres-
sant drugs have remained stable 
since 2013, it seems safe to infer 
that the trend has levelled off.

Youth are most at risk – the 
number of 15 to 19-year-olds diag-
nosed with depression tripled over 
the 13-year period of the study. 
And young women are more than 
twice as likely to be affected, with 
4.6 per thousand young women re-
ceiving a diagnosis, compared to 
1.7 per thousand young men.

"Depression cannot usually be 
simplified to one traumatic event. 
For me it was about going from 
youth to adulthood, and the fear 
of not being able to cope with the 
expectations and responsibilities 
that came with it," Scheel explains. 

"When it comes to youth de-
pression, I think it happens when 
you are confronted with things and 
don't feel capable of living up to so-
ciety's expectations. I think that 
many people power through life, 
but as soon as this process derails, 
you feel like you can't live up to life 

and you are left with the feeling 
that you don't know who you are. 
This is where depression kicks in."

THE STRESS OF SELF-REALISATION 
Anders Petersen, associate profes-
sor of Sociology at the University of 
Aalborg, has been studying social pa-
thologies in contemporary society, 
from anxiety to stress, for the past 
15 years. He is among the research-
ers who attribute the high rate of de-
pression in Denmark to generalised 
stress resulting from the demands 
and expectations of society. 

In a research paper entitled 
"Authentic self-realisation and de-
pression", Petersen underlines 
how depression often stems from 
chronic pressure to fulfil today's 
demands of self-realisation. 

"I am trying to understand 
which factors in our society pro-
mote the development of these 
mental disorders, and why in this 
day and age we are experiencing a 
higher prevalence of anxiety and 
stress. Through my research, I'm 
trying to develop a different kind of 
explanation than the ones we nor-
mally hear," he explains. 

Petersen believes that we live in 
a "performance society", where in-
dividuals are expected to perform 
at all times and to constantly be at 
the top of their game. He draws a 
comparison to the world of sport, 
where individuals constantly feel 
compelled to reinforce their chanc-
es of winning in order to achieve 
successful self-realisation. 

"We spend our time writing 
these performances into our men-
tal and online CVs, through Fa-
cebook and Instagram, glorifying 
what we have done in relation to 
others. This creates an immense 
pressure, which causes stress. Es-
sentially, if we are not trying to 
do the best we can at all times, we 
have the psychological sensation 
of missing out – we feel like we are 
left behind and leaving ourselves 
behind," Petersen explains. 

Psychologist and therapist Ja-

kob Skov Knudsen, who operates 
a private practice in Copenhagen, 
agrees with Petersen and argues 
that the most common causes of 
depression can be traced to self-
doubt and lack of self-esteem. 

"It is about not appreciating 
who you are, and evaluating your-
self based on what you aren't good 
at. I speak to young people who 
have extremely high standards 
and don't feel like they are good 
enough," Knudsen explains. 

TREATMENT
Depression is often treated with 
antidepressant drugs, which are 
currently prescribed to a quarter 
of a million Danes. According to 
OECD statistics, Denmark is the 
second-largest consumer of anti-
depressants in Europe, beaten on-
ly by Iceland. 

Pills are not the only way to fight 
the illness, however, and Scheel be-
lieves medicine is not the most ef-
fective tool to overcome depression 
in the long run. While he agrees 
that the choice is very personal and 
that individuals fight the illness in 
different ways, he believes strongly 
that it was therapy that ultimate-
ly helped him solve his core issues. 

"I took antidepressants only 
when I was first diagnosed with the 
illness, because they're a quick and 
effective solution. After a while, 
though, I felt like something was 
not right and said no to the pills. I 
knew that I had to overcome these 
problems on my own, so I started 
going to therapy," Scheel explains. 

Whether it's therapy or drugs, 
the cost of treating depression is on-
ly increasing, and the World Health 
Organisation expects the illness to 
be the biggest health burden glob-
ally by 2030. Eva Secher Mathiasen, 
chairperson of the Danish Union 
of Psychologists (Dansk Psykolog 
Forening) points out that we need 
to take the high social and econom-
ic costs of depression seriously – a 
decade ago the illness had an annu-
al cost of more than a billion kroner 

in Europe in health services alone.
"The old medical paradigm, 

which regarded psychological ill-
ness as something physical or lim-
ited to the brain and treatable with 
medicine, no longer holds in the 
21st century. We need to start look-
ing at an understanding of mental 
illness that incorporates biologi-
cal, social, and cultural factors, in 
order to treat and prevent men-
tal illness more effectively and sus-
tainably," Mathiasen wrote in the 
latest issue of the union's publica-
tion, Magasinet P.

THE DIMINISHING TABOO
The increase in the number of de-
pression diagnoses and use of anti-
depressant pills isn't all bad news. 
As the taboo surrounding mental 
illness has faded, increasing num-
bers of people have sought help to 
confront their depression, argues 
professor Petersen.

"There is no doubt about the 
fact that over the past 10 to 15 
years, there's been a softening of 
taboos regarding mental disor-
ders. But this does not mean that 
having a mental disorder is not ta-
boo at all. It still is, but it is also 
becoming easier to talk about such 
problems."

Scheel agrees that in recent 
years both he and people around 
him have felt more comfortable be-
ing open about depression and oth-
er mental illnesses they may face. 

"Personally, I've always been 
very open about it, and talk about 
it at any opportunity. It's definite-
ly hard to admit weakness, because 
if you do you feel like you are less 
than others. But in reality, admit-
ting your weakness doesn't make 
you weaker, but more reflective 
about it and willing to work with 
it," Scheel explains.

"You can't really ignore depres-
sion, can't power through, because 
it will all come back to you at some 
point. If I had never admitted it 
to myself and others, things could 
have gotten way, way worse." M

If you suffer from 
depression and 
want to reach out to 
someone who can 
help, the association 
Depressionsforenin-
gen hosts a hotline 
that is open from 
Monday to Thursday 
between 19:00 and 
21:00. Call: 3312 4774. 

"People power through life, but as soon as 
this process derails, you are left with the 
feeling that you don't know who you are" 
Rates of depression are increasing, especially for young men and women. While both experts and sufferers 
argue that more awareness is needed, the higher diagnosis rate could indicate that the illness is becoming 
less taboo

A
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"FREED  from democratic re -
straints." It sounds like a phrase 
that could be used to describe the 
aristocracies of France and Impe-
rial Russia. But according to Pro-
fessor Brooke Harrington at Co-
penhagen Business School, the 
super rich essentially live in a par-
allel world beyond the reach of law, 
employing asset managers to hide 
their wealth in unfathomably com-
plicated constructions of accounts, 
bonds and stocks.

In 2010, Oxfam released figures 
showing that 388 people possessed 
the same amount of wealth as the 
poorest half of the world's popu-
lation. Oxfam updated the figures 
this year and found that the num-
ber had dropped to just eight men. 
But Harrington argues that they 
couldn't have achieved this with-
out the wealth managers that ena-
ble them to bypass laws that apply 
to everyone else.

"The issue is how on earth some-
thing like that happens so quick-
ly. I think attention has in some 
sense been misdirected at rich peo-
ple themselves, and the misconcep-
tion that they are the masterminds. 
They are not. To concentrate 
wealth that effectively through 
loopholes in tax laws, without bla-
tantly violating the law, takes a lev-
el of skill and full-time effort that is 
impressive." 

While the debate has often fo-
cussed on the share of global as-
sets owned by the richest one per-
cent, the amount accumulated by 
these high earners isn't a problem 
as long they are effectively taxed. 
Harrington argues that solidified 
concentrations of wealth that per-
sist over generations, however, like 
the feudal system, are far more so-
cially damaging.

"That is what wealth managers 
specialise in – making that pipeline 
from income to wealth, or of wealth 
reproducing itself, as untouched by 
laws and taxation as possible."

DEEP RESEARCH
Harrington, a sociologist, spent 
eight years researching wealth 
managers before publishing her 
2016 book, Capital Without Bor-
ders. Her study of 65 wealth man-

The real 
leeches are 
the class of 
ultra rich 
people who 
come into 
your coun-
try, exploit 
its demo-
cratic sys-
tems, and 
use the laws 
to achieve 
what they 
want, which 
is usually 
not to pay 
their taxes.

"People will die because of what is 
happening offshore"

Sociologist Brooke Harrington spent eight years investigating the secret world of wealth managers – those employed by the super rich to 
hide their assets from tax authorities. They are responsible for the massive increase in inequality over the past decade, but we need more 
than just new laws to rein them in – we need to shame them, too

Brooke Harrington, Professor with Special Responsibilities at the Department of Business and Politics at Copenhagen Business School.

Joshua Hollingdale
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agers in 18 countries is a unique feat 
because wealth managers, whose 
products are shrouded in complete 
secrecy, are notoriously hard to ac-
cess. So Harrington had to go to ex-
treme lengths to learn about their 
business.

"People who do wealth manage-
ment follow a code of discretion. 
Almost complete silence really, be-
cause the success of their tactics 
relies on secrecy. Wealth managers 
specialise in hiding money and as-
sets offshore so that the assets be-
come invisible to the law. Not just 
to tax authorities, but to anyone 
who might want a piece of those as-
sets. That might be creditors who 
want to be paid back, divorcing 
spouses who want a share of mar-
ital assets, disgruntled heirs who 
think they are entitled to more, and 
so on. That means you can't just call 
them up and ask to talk to them. So 
one way to learn about these folks 
– if you have 50,000 dollars and 
two years of your life to spare – is 
to enrol in wealth manager train-
ing school and get a certificate. So 
that's what I did," she says.

Harrington used the experience 
of becoming a wealth manager to 
access the shadowy world of the 
super rich. Her focus is not on the 
wealthy themselves, but on the in-
equality created by what she calls 
the "selective lawlessness" of the 
super rich. 

"Wealth managers are the ex-
perts that make this inequality 
happen – that is my central the-
sis. From history we know that 
as long as there have been taxes, 
people have tried to evade paying 
them. That is nothing new. Inequal-
ity is nothing new. What is new is 
the scale. We have never seen what 
economist Gabriel Zucman esti-
mates to be the $200bn dollars in 
unpaid tax worldwide. That doesn't 
happen without professional inter-
vention. The wealthy people of the 
world cannot be doing this by them-
selves, because that would require 
them to basically sit down and mas-
ter the laws and tax codes of many 
offshore jurisdictions and their 
home jurisdictions. That is a mas-
sively complex task. I got a sense 
of it when I was in wealth manage-

ment training school, and I guar-
antee you that there is no way that 
wealthy people are doing this them-
selves. They have people to pick up 
their dry cleaning, so of course they 
have people to create their offshore 
structures," she says.

A GUERRILLA WAR
Countries are losing huge sums of 
tax revenue from the super wealthy 
thanks to wealth managers. So why 
haven't lawmakers made it hard-
er to hide taxable assets in secret 
bank accounts in places such as 
Jersey, Panama and the Cayman 
Islands? 

Well, they have tried, but their 
opponents always manage to find a 
way to bypass the legislation.

"When I speak to the Europe-
an Parliament or to lawmakers 
in Denmark or elsewhere in the 
world, they always ask me: 'How 
do we close our legal loopholes?' 
Or: 'What new laws will shut down 
this abuse of the tax laws?' I think 
these are the wrong questions, be-
cause we have basically been losing 
this battle for decades. I don't see 
that changing, because the people 
you are up against spend their en-
tire lives doing nothing but figuring 
out ways to get around the laws you 
put up to obstruct them. It reminds 
me of a guerrilla war," she says.

A better strategy might be to use 
social pressure to appeal to those 
who abuse the spirit of the law, and 
get them to help design better leg-
islation.

"Wealth managers are human 
beings who operate through the 
same principals as most other hu-
man beings, so they care about 
their public reputation. We know 

from social psychology that every-
one likes to think of themselves as 
a good guy. Therefore we need to 
say to the wealth managers, 'Here is 
your chance to redeem yourselves. 
Help us design smarter laws, so you 
can show us that you are the good 
guys you say you are. If you don't, 
we will shut you down completely'. 
Obviously we need to leave a few 
loopholes open so that wealth man-
agers can still provide their clients 
with a service, but this is a way to 
close most of the loopholes in leg-
islation. The Israelis did this a few 
years ago, and it actually worked," 
she says.

Harrington adds that while we 
have the tools to change public at-
titudes and crack down on tax eva-
sion, no government has had the 
courage to put them to use.

"Wealth managers don't have to 
be licensed, per se, but most wealth 
managers are trained as lawyers 
or accountants or something that 
does have to licensed by the state. 
Even corporations have to be li-
censed by the state. In theory, you 
could go to the wealth managers 
and say, 'If you want to keep engag-
ing in this practice, then we're go-
ing to find some reason to pull your 
credentials to practice. You can 
still practice as a wealth manager, 
but you can't call yourself a law-
yer or a chartered accountant any-
more'. That is a disgrace tactic that 
might not actually prevent some-
one from being a wealth manager, 
but will give them some explaining 
to do once the government removes 
some of their professional legitima-
cy. It is sort of a back-door way of 
using the power of the state, but it 
is not so much a legal crackdown 

as a social one, very much along the 
lines of what has happened with 
corporate tax avoidance," she says.

POLITICAL PRIORITIES
While the Panama Papers and Lux-
embourg Leaks have drawn inter-
national attention to tax avoidance 
and wealth management, few peo-
ple truly understand the scale of 
the issue, argues Harrington. In-
stead, political and media narra-
tives are drawn to issues such as 
immigration and national identity.

"Most people don't have a clear 
sense of who is responsible for so-
cial problems. That makes them 
very easily led by demagogues who 
say, 'Look at those brown people 
over there, look at those refugees. 
It's their fault – they're taking your 
country away'. Look how that's 
spread like wildfire – from Myan-
mar to the United States. And it is 
terrifying," she says, adding that it 
is almost fundamentally impossible 
to shine light on a system that has 
been designed to be invisible.

"It has been made invisible on 
purpose by wealth managers so 
that their wealthy clients can be 
freed from democratic restraints. 
And if it is hard to speak to politi-
cians about it, then it is even hard-
er to speak to the large majority 
of people who vote for those ul-
tra-nationalist politicians and say, 
'Look, there is this group of super-
wealthy people to whom the law ba-
sically doesn't apply'. People will 
die because of what is happening 
offshore. From every hospital that 
gets shut down, every old age home 
that can't function anymore. Peo-
ple die because of those things be-
cause there isn't enough money for 
the government to do its job. And 
why is that?" she asks rhetorically.

"The real leeches are the class 
of ultra rich people who come in-
to your country, exploit its demo-
cratic systems, and use the laws to 
achieve what they want, which is 
usually not to pay their taxes and 
debts," she says.

And for this to work, they need 
a professional class to help them – 
the wealth managers.

"They are the ones you should 
be angry at." M

Wealth 
managers 
specialise 
in  making 
the pipeline 
from income 
to wealth, 
or of wealth 
reproduc-
ing itself, as 
untouched 
by laws and 
taxation as 
possible.

How do the one percent hold on to 
their wealth? And how do they keep 
getting richer, despite financial crises 
and the myriad of taxes on income, 
capital gains, and inheritance? 'Cap-
ital without Borders' takes a nov-
el approach to these questions by 
looking at professionals who special-
ize in protecting the fortunes of the 
world's richest people: wealth man-
agers. Written by Brooke Harrington 
and published in September 2016 by 
Harvard University Press.
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igesting ideas', 'chew-
ing it over', 'food for 
thought', 'gut instincts'. 
The relationship be -
tween our brain and our 
stomach has become a 
subtle part of our every-
day language. But while 

we talk about having butterflies in our stom-
ach or 'stress-eating', it can be all too easy to 
consider the brain and gut as entirely sepa-
rate entities, given their apparently very dif-
ferent purposes.

But research is starting to show that a 'gut 
feeling' is more than just a metaphor. It is 
now apparent that the two systems are close-
ly interlinked, with scientific journals brand-
ing our gastrointestinal systems as our sec-
ond brain.

When media and wellness bloggers leapt 
on the findings, researchers and curators at 
Medical Museion on Bredgade in Copenhagen 
saw an opportunity to facilitate some deeper 
exploration of the brain/gut dynamic. In Oc-
tober, they opened the exhibition Mind the 
Gut that allows for a little bit more reflection 
on the buzz by inviting the viewer to consid-

er the connection between diet, digestion and 
emotions, through the unusual union of scien-
tific data and artistic experimentation.

This exhibition is uniquely suited to Med-
ical Museion. Established in 1907 by a group 
of Copenhagen doctors, the museum was ab-
sorbed by the University of Copenhagen in 
1918 and holds a collection of more than 
150,000 medical artefacts. The Museum exists 
at the intersection of art, science and history, 
and its researchers and curators are tasked 
with finding innovative ways to display and 
communicate the museum's collection.

At the opening of the exhibition, in the old 
dissection theatre of the Museion, Museum 
Director Ken Arnold reiterated this point.

"The museum is a place where science can 
be looked at through art, or art questioned 
with science. They are not treated as two iso-
lated entities colliding, but rather a more 
symbiotic relationship," Arnold said.

THE VIEWER MUST ENGAGE
Museum curators Adam Bencard and Louise 
Whiteley landed on the idea of exploring the 
mind and gut relationship naturally, following 
their individual work in neuroscience and mi-

crobiomes. But to present the latest research 
into the mind-gut relationship, they needed 
more outside help. So they drew up an appli-
cation to the Bikuben Foundation, which dis-
tributes around 70 million kroner a year in 
philanthropic funding across Denmark.

In 2015, they beat 45 other museums to 
win the three million kroner Vision Prize to 
help them realise their ambitions. This ena-
bled Bencard and Whiteley to hire a team of 
five co-curators, and together they began to 
experiment and think collaboratively about 
the best way to bring these ideas to life. 

"Rather than seeing scientists as mere-
ly checking or advising the artists, or simply 
asking artists to illustrate science, all the 
curators had free rein over all the content, 
with conversations taking place over the six 
months before the final themes and specific 
pieces were settled on," Bencard says.

The resulting exhibition has clearly been 
created with great attention to detail, plac-
ing the experience of the visitor at the fore-
front. It also opens up a whole new perspec-
tive on both art and science, and the way we 
can experience both. There are voice record-
ings of bio-hackers and an artist who bar-

The exhibi-
tion asks you 
to confront 
the experi-
ence of hav-
ing and being 
a body.

LOUISE WHITELEY,
MUSEUM CURATOR

'Mind the Gut': blurring the lines 
between science and art
Medical Museion on Bredgade has long been home to one of the most diverse medical collections in the 
world. Now the bowels of the building have been transformed into a novel exhibition space, where the 
brain/gut dynamic is being explored through art, history and science

D

A Winogradksy column, showing the diversity of even the smallest microbial ecosystem.
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tered her photographs for a fecal sample from 
David Bowie; an immersive collaged art piece 
made from the MRI scans and microscopy im-
ages of co-curator Naja Ryde Ankarfeldt's 
brain and guts, merged with satellite images 
of the earth and hand-coloured. One of the fi-
nal exhibits is an enormous 'Pill Machine' that 
you move through as you are diagnosed and 
given a pill and prescription.  

Notably absent from the exhibition are 
whole bodies. Instead, you are presented with 
component parts – bodies pared back, peeled 
open, even a mere cluster of cells in the early 
stages of development.

Whiteley and Bencard say this was deliber-
ate, as they want you to reflect on how these 
different components are all a part of your 
own functioning body – the only full form in 
the exhibition.

"The exhibition asks you to confront the 
experience of having and being a body," notes 
Whiteley. 

Much like the science behind this exhi-
bition, the experience takes a 'systems' ap-
proach. It does not just grapple with one set 
of ideas or component, but instead ties togeth-
er things often kept apart: art/science, histo-

ry/present, brain/gut. In doing so, it emphasis-
es where they overlap. Those radical, modern 
ideas about the brain/gut relationship? Not 
so modern after all, as the historical artefacts 
scattered around the exhibition demonstrate.

Mind the Gut – and the Medical Museion 
more generally – is in a unique position to fa-
cilitate reflection. While pop-science can be 
thrown at us through click-bait health scares 
and tussles in medical journals, a museum 
throws up more questions than answers.

"The exhibition moves more slowly than a 
newspaper, and gives space for further inves-
tigation and reflection," says Bencard.

It's a holistic approach, much like the sci-
ence it displays. M

MIND THE GUT

Medical Museion
Bredgade 62, 1260 KBH K
Tue-Fri: 10-16
Sat-Sun: 12-16
Adults: DKK 75 / u16, Students, Seniors: DKK 50

museion.ku.dk

A reconstruction of the torso of Alexis St. Martin, whose fistula led to new knowledge about digestion.

The introduction to Mind the Gut, in the bowels of Medical Museion.
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AS LORD MAYOR, a politician and a 
citizen, there is a lot I am proud of 
in Copenhagen. And over the past 
four years, we have made some en-
thusiastic strides towards making 
this great city even greater. 

We Copenhageners are increas-
ing by the day. Visitors from across 
the globe want to come and see 
what we've achieved. On a sunny 
day, nothing beats this old place. 
A lot has been done to make the 
city more appealing on the sur-
face. But what I'm really proud of 
is what has been achieved down in 
the city's engine room.

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT
As I write this, every school is be-
ing renovated to accommodate 
our current and future needs. We 
are about to wean our city of die-
sel cars to improve air quality and 
promote a green environment. We 
succeeded in changing national 
legislation to allow for more hous-
ing to be built, and we're en route 
to constructing 10,000 affordable 
homes in Copenhagen within the 
decade. That is the city I'm try-
ing to create – a city for the fu-
ture, for the many, in blossoming 
green colours. As mayor I work 
for small victories, broad coali-
tions and results. 

But Copenhagen is still facing 
challenges. Some have been taken 
care of. Some require more work. 
First and foremost, we must con-
tinue to work out ways to cre-
ate a healthier environment in 
the city. Copenhagen's air quality 
is not good enough when ranked 
against other European cities. As 
Lord Mayor, I have started this 
work. Beginning in 2019, new die-
sel cars will not be allowed to en-
ter the city. Diesel cars are some 
of the worst polluters of NOx gas-
es, which are extremely hazard-

ous to humans. We will also offer 
a cash incentive to encourage res-
idents to discard their wood-burn-
ing stoves. While they may have 
played a notable role in creating 
'hygge' – Denmark's greatest ex-
port since salted butter – they are 
also terrible polluters. We have to 
give up some good things in order 
to make larger improvements in 
our lives.

We will also make sure that pol-
luting cruise ships are switched 
off when docked in Copenhagen, 
and move more quickly to replace 
our old fuel-powered busses with 
clean electric ones.  

For me, this type of work is vi-
sionary but realistic, and is a clas-
sic case of well-executed politics. 
Some will label me anti-motorist 
and the mother of all evil, while 
others think I burn brown coal 
in my garden – and also think I 
am the mother of all evil. As Lord 
Mayor, I will do more to secure 
a clean city, but we need to do it 
in a balanced manner so we don't 
disproportionately hurt people 
whose livelihoods are dependent 

on being able to navigate the city 
streets by car. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The same approach can be applied 
to Copenhagen's housing woes. 
Our city is popular, so we need 
more affordable and flexible hous-
ing. But it needs to be supplied 
in a manner befitting our beauti-
ful city. Liberalising our planning 
laws without concern for the soul 
of the city will lead us down worse 
paths, like those taken by oth-
er cities when acting out of des-
peration.

Over the past four years, we 
have worked on developing afford-
able housing across the city. First, 
we amended our national legis-
lation in order to require that a 
quarter of units in new housing de-
velopments are designated as af-
fordable, rent-controlled housing 
– almenyttigt boligbyggeri. Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt's Social Dem-
ocrat government made this pos-
sible in 2015. By 2025, 10,000 of 
these homes will have been built. 
In the past two years alone, 2,000 

student apartments have been 
built, and we're en route to build-
ing 4,000 more before 2020.  

But this election is about more 
than clean air and housing, it's 
about what kind of society we are 
striving to achieve, day after day, 
election after election. In my ide-
al society, Copenhagen is a city for 
everyone – rich and poor, young 
and old, Danes and non-Danes. It's 
a city where creativity isn't just for 
the creative, but where everyone 
with an idea and a willingness to 
try can create something of last-
ing benefit to us all. As the Lord 
Mayor of Copenhagen, I'm proud 
of the cultural initiatives that are 
hosted in our city, from the Jazz 
Festival and Distortion to Gay 
Pride and the Copenhagen Mara-
thon. Copenhagen is a city of this 
century, thriving on ingenuity and 
equality. So let's keep it that way. 
I will continue to perform my du-
ty as the Lord Mayor. You go do 
yours as citizen: Vote! M

An interview with Frank Jensen can 
be found on page 12.

In my ideal 
society, Co-
penhagen 
is a city 
for every-
one – rich 
and poor, 
young and 
old, Danes 
and non-
Danes. 

A modern city for everyone
Copenhagen's Lord Mayor Frank Jensen from the Social Democrats (Socialdemokratiet) makes his case for continued 
left wing control of City Hall

OP-ED

Frank Jensen
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VENSTRE is running on a plat-
form called "Copenhagen of the 
future", which presents a vision 
for Copenhagen based on sustain-
ing the green agenda and the at-
tractiveness of the city, while al-
so emphasizing that it must be a 
city with everyday liveability and 
a city that puts citizens first. This 
requires that we address a num-
ber of challenges currently fac-
ing our city. 

STRONGER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Our schools are not well suited 
to challenging the brightest stu-
dents or to educating less gifted 
students. Up to a quarter of stu-
dents currently leave our schools 
unable to read and write. We find 
that unacceptable, so we want to 
send a clear signal to the Copenha-
gen schools with inspiration from 
the "Failing Schools" initiative in 
London. We will give these schools 
five years to turn around and come 
up to standard with other Copen-
hagen schools. If they do not suc-
ceed, we will close the school and 
reboot it with new management, a 
new profile and new content.

MORE COPENHAGENERS IN WORK
Copenhagen currently has 30,000 
residents receiving  unemployment 
benefits, which is far too many giv-
en that we are in the midst of a fi-
nancial boom. There are many un-
skilled jobs in the Copenhagen 
service sector that could be filled by 
people who have been out of work 
for many years, but that are cur-
rently being filled by Swedes and 
Poles. We will increase demands on 
citizens who are outside the labour 
market by reducing benefits or in-
creasing the use of utility jobs, for 
example. We should bear in mind 
that every time we get 10 cash ben-
efit recipients into jobs, the munic-

ipality saves two million kroner, 
which corresponds to the salaries 
of four schoolteachers or police of-
ficers. There is no doubt what we 
would prefer to spend money on.

MOBILITY – FOR CARS, BIKES AND 
PEDESTRIANS
Copenhagen must be a cohesive city 
with space for motorists, cyclists 
and pedestrians. Families with cars 
as well as commercial vehicles must 
be able to move around downtown. 
We wish to prioritize the develop-
ment of the city's road network as 
well as the bicycle paths. Specifical-
ly, we want to improve accessibility 
by utilizing intelligent traffic man-
agement and by enhancing supervi-
sion of troublesome roadwork and 
construction issues. We support 
plans for a harbour tunnel and op-
pose any steps to close major roads 
and streets that are crucial to a well-
functioning and coherent road net-
work in Copenhagen.

CONFRONTATION WITH GHETTOS 
AND PARALLEL SOCIETIES 
A recent assessment by the city 
administration identified 16 are-
as in Copenhagen as marginalised, 
which corresponds to around one 
third of the city. This is probably 
an exaggeration, but it is beyond 
question that the city has major 
issues with ghettos and parallel 
societies. Areas like Tingbjerg, 
Mjølnerparken and Urbanplanen 
continue to be characterized 
by high unemployment, unsafe 
streets and gang activities, de-
spite hundreds of millions of kro-
ner spent on "holistic boosts" and 
"area plans". This we cannot and 
should not tolerate. We need to 
tackle this issue head-on by chan-
nelling funding for ghetto areas 
solely into labour activities and by 
allowing tenants in the social ghet-
to housing to buy their apartments 
through housing cooperatives (an-
delsbasis). This will allow them to 

benefit from the housing market's 
upside, and ultimately grant them 
a way out of the ghettos. 

A GREEN CITY 
We want a city with better air qual-
ity and less noise pollution. To 
achieve this, we support plans for a 
harbour tunnel, which will improve 
traffic and reduce emissions from 
idling. We also want to promote 
technological solutions for reduc-
ing air pollution, such as CO2-ab-
sorbing asphalt and retrofitted 
NOx filters. We wish to set up lo-
cal funding to help citizens with old 
and highly polluting wood-burning 
stoves to exchange these for new-
er and less polluting models. And 
we must reduce noise pollution 
by making noise-reducing asphalt 
mandatory and by setting up noise 
shields where necessary. Finally, 
we will continue to invest in cli-
mate protection initiatives, while 
making sure that taxpayers are 
not asked to pay a disproportion-
ally high share of the bill. 

ALLEZ LES BLEUS 
To address these challenges – and 
to speak with a sufficiently "loud" 
voice – we need a strong election 
result for the right-wing (or Blue) 
parties. We care about Copenhagen 
and its citizens. We present specific 
solutions to issues that concern or-
dinary citizens of Copenhagen. And 
we have the energy, the courage and 
the wit to challenge the long-dom-
inant Social Democratic majority. 
Together, we will form a strong-
er and even more sustainable city. 
Thank you for your time and atten-
tion – we hope for your support on 
November 21. M

An interview with Cecilia Lonning-
Skovgaard can be found on page 
13.

We have 
the energy, 
the cour-
age and 
the wit to 
challenge 
the long-
dominant 
Social 
Democratic 
majority. 

Putting citizens first 
Cecilia Lonning-Skovgaard, mayoral candidate for the Liberal Party (Venstre), argues the time has come for Copenhagen 
to move toward the right wing

OP-ED

Cecilia Lonning-
Skovgaard
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WHAT'S ON • NOVEMBER

7
SPACE SERIES
This new concert series from 
the Black Diamond offers an 
immersive audio visual expe-
rience in the high-altitude atri-
um equipped with a 12 channel 
speaker system. 
The Black Diamond
Søren Kierkegaards Plads 1, 
Kb.dk
November 4

THE ONE AND THE MANY
A master of modern portraiture, 
Dutch artist Rineke Dijkstra's 
large photographs and vide-
os explore vulnerability through 
identity. She captures people in 
the very moment.
Louisiana
Gl Strandvej 13, Humlebæk
Louisiana.dk
All month

YOUNG DANISH PHOTOGRAPHY
A recurring exhibition at the Fo-
tografisk Center, this year, Jen-
ny Nordquist, artistic director 
at Landskrona Fotofestival, has 
pulled together the work of vari-
ous young artists.
Fotografisk Center
Staldgade 16, 1699 KBH
Fotografiskcenter.dk
Opens on November 11

ALL
MONTH
STANLEY KUBRICK EXHIBITION
An immersive presentation of 
Kubrick's filmmaking bringing to-
gether film excerpts, photogra-
phy and extensive archival ma-
terial.

Kunstforeningen GL STRAND
Gl. Strand 48, KBH
glstrand.dk

20
MADNESS
The iconic British rock band 
come to Copenhagen, bringing 
their 1970s and 80s music firmly 
into the 21st century.

VEGA
Enghavevej 40, KBH
Vega.dk
November 5

23
LECTURE: FOOD AND THE CITY
This lecture will explore Danish 
and global perspectives on the 
interactions of urban living and 
food production.

KADK
Philip De Langes Alle 10, KBH
kadk.dk

3
J-DAG
The annual launch of Tuborg's 
Christmas beer in Denmark, 
when Carlsberg employees drive 
around in trucks to visit bars and 
cafés while singing the tradition-
al Tuborg Christmas Brew song 
and handing out free beer.
Various locations
carlsberggroup.com

ALL
MONTH
GILLIAN WEARING
Turner prize winning artist Gil-
lian Wearing brings her photo-
graphs and video pieces to SMK 
in which she uses image formats 
that are commonly seen in eve-
ryday life.
Statens Museum for Kunst
Sølvgade 48-50, KBH
Smk.dk
All month

16
FILM, TAPAS AND COCKTAILS
In collaboration with the Res-
turant SULT, Cinemateket of-
fers an immersive evening with 
specially selected food and a 
cocktail before being transport-
ed to Paris in the lover thriller 
'L'appartement'
Cinemateket
Gothersgade 55, KBH

18
TIVOLI CHRISTMAS
Christmas and Tivoli go hand in 
hand and on the 18th of Novem-
ber Tivoli Gardens open again 
for the Christmas Season with 
their delightful Christmas market 
and a new honey cake castle.

Tivoli
Vesterbrogade 3, KBH
tivoligardens.com
November 18-31

22
LOCAL ELECTIONS
The regional and municipal elec-
tion are held today, and thou-
sands of internationals across 
Denmark are elgible to partici-
pate – 359,106 to be precise. So 
do your civic duty, and VOTE!

Voting information can be 
found on your polling card. For 
more, see page 10.
November 21

18
MILLENIUM DANCE PARTY
Remembering the music of the 
'noughties' Absalon opens its 
doors for a night of nostalgic 
tunes, and even a choreographer 
to remind you of the steps to fa-
mous music videos.

Absalon
Sønder Boulevard 73, KBH
absaloncph.dk

ALL
MONTH
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5
PAUL POTTS XMAS CONCERT
Paul Potts made his name in 
2007 on 'Britain's Got Talent', and 
he comes to denamrk this win-
ter for a series of Christmas con-
certs around the country.

Sct. Bendts Kirke
Sct. Bendtsgade 3, 4100
paulpottsofficial.com

CHRISTMAS QUEENS
Come to the Christmas par-
ty with the biggest stars from 
RuPaul's Drag Race and meet 
the drag stars in a spectacular 
Christmas show.

DR Koncerthuset
Ørestads Boulevard 13, KBH
drkoncerthuset.dk
December 2

7
LECTURE IN THE ZOO
For the past 20 years the Zoo 
has been working with endan-
gered species, and on this even-
ing you can hear from the Head 
of the SouthEast Asia project 
about the progress of their work.
Zoologisk Have
Roskildevej 32, Frederiksberg
Zoo.dk

3
KODALINE
The Irish band come to Copen-
hagen with new music following 
the crazy success of their single 
'All I want'.

Amager Bio
Øresundsvej 6, 2300
Kodaline.com

Red Charlatan Witch-Hunt in The 
Murmur

The Editor-in-Chief (Peter Stanners) of the 
Danish newspaper - The Murmur – recent-
ly characterized me as a Charlatan. A char-
latan is, according to Den Danske Ordbog, 
synonymous with ... "Bedrager", a fraudu-
lent person.

To prove his case, the Editor repeated nu-
merous similar accusations routinely made 
by left-wing academics at The University of 
Aarhus, who since 1997 have characterized 
my research as being dishonest, and continue 
to do so despite being turned down by more 
Court Orders.

The Editor thus tells the readers, that ...
"His views are not widely shared ..." 
Wrong. Please consult www.helmuthny-

borg.dk (in the following: HP), or the pro-
fessional cross-references to my many scien-
tific publications.

"Genes ... are primarily responsible in IQ 
variations ... between groups". 

I never said so. I have even critically dis-
cussed this view, and suggested an alterna-
tive objective physical redefinition of race as 
related to IQ (see HP).

"... high profiled academics ... picked 

apart Nyborg's assertions."
Yes, but the Editor should in all fairness 

also let his readers know that I and others 
have fully addressed the critique and point-
ed out major errors in it (see HP).

"... his widely debunked ideas on racial in-
telligence ...".

Wrong. Just Google the massive evidence 
for significant race differences in intelligence 
or, better, consult the solid evidence for it in 
the relevant professional journals.

"... the far-right groups that he is associ-
ated with."

Wrong. I have lectured for over half a cen-
tury in front of a multitude of politically and 
professionally very different audiences - in 
fact, all who asked for it – without first test-
ing their religious or political persuasions. I 
cannot accept guilt by association to any of 
them. The Editor seems not to appreciate 
freedom of speech.

"... his research as evidence ... of the supe-
riority of white European culture."

Wrong. This evidence is not mine. I refer 
to Charles Murray's data-loaded book "Hu-
man Accomplishment". By the way, I do not 
use the racially loaded word "superiority", 
nor does Murray as far as I know, so the Ed-
itor is maliciously creating a strawman here.

"... Nyborg presents ... a highly selective 
use of facts ..." 

This serious accusation stands entirely 
without documentation. The editor seems 
not to have consulted my many anonymously 
peer-reviewed papers in scientific journals.

To sum up, Peter Stanners has – like so 
many leftist academics – grossly misrepre-
sented my research and person without first 
checking the relevant sources. By doing so he 
has – like Aarhus University - committed Col-
lective Academic Fraud (Google Linda Got-
tfredson for definition).

How does it work? The fraud takes point 
of departure in the fact that most modern 
universities are dominated by faculty mem-
bers voting to the left of the mean. Demo-
crats outnumber for example Republicans by 
30:1 or more, at many US universities. Sim-
ilar increasing left-leaning tendencies have 
been observed in the UK and Danish univer-
sities ever since the 1960es. These left-lean-
ing "scientists" typically subscribe to procla-
mations by UNESCO (1948; 1952) and other 
organizations to the effect of virtually ban-
ning the study of biological aspects of human 
development since the Second World War. 
They see biological aspects as reactionary 
and conflicting with their ideas of culture-

made Man and sexual and racial equality.
This explains, in my view, why so many 

modern university leaders and a majority of 
behavioral and social scientists feel obliged 
to condemn and silence differential psychol-
ogists and behavioral genetics research-
ers in subtle (and often not so subtle) ways, 
even if both these groups study the relation-
ship between genes and environment. None 
of them think genes are the whole story, but 
they are nevertheless dishonestly accused of 
assuming so.

The task is now, as I see it, to mount a firm 
opposition against these dangerously wide-
spread radical leftist tendencies among a ma-
jority of behavioural and social "scientists" 
at Aarhus and other universities, in order to 
restore a space for research free of pseudo-
scientific, narrow, Lysenkoistic and Central 
Committee mediated hostility toward un-
biased research on human nature, develop-
ment, and behaviour.

Helmuth Nyborg

Prof. emer., dr. phil.
helmuthnyborg@hotmail.com

Adslev, 26. October 2017.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

This letter is penned as a reply to the Octo-
ber 2017 editorial in The Murmur. It is published 
as a right to reply – the right to defend one-
self against public criticism in the same venue 
where it was published . The views and opinions 
expressed are solely those of the author, and 
are not shared by The Murmur.
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“ Everything  
you wish  
for has an  
expression  
in Danish”

Sign up for intensive Danish courses in Hellerup and Lyngby

sprogcenterhellerup.dk

Olga,

philologist from  

Novosibirsk.
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