NEWS CULTURE POLITICS COMMENTARY

—
L
m

MAY 2016 VOL. 3 ISSUE 5

dNNA NN

COPENHAGEN
EDITION

Discover-
ing the
grassroots
movements
fighting for
a new EU

Victims

or sirong
women? The
complicated
truth about
sex workers

-

Podcasts
without
borders -
a project
to subtitle
radio

L1

What future do we eally want?

Angela Oguntala discusses technology, algorithms and challenging Western bias
ISSN 2246-6150



2

THE MURMUR

THE MURMUR is a Danish newspaper, which just happens to use
the English language. Through original reporting and photogra-
phy, we tell stories about what it's like to live in Denmark.

THE MURMUR

“A proposal:
Let’s discuss
something oth-
er than girls-
only swimming
classes or Jus-
tin Bieber’s
¢ haircut next
week? I’m not
saying they are
unimportant
questions. I’'m
just saying that
almost every other question is more
important.”

‘With his sardonic wit, psychologist
Svend Brinkmann summed up anoth-
er outrageous week of debate in the
Danish media. First there was uproar
following the news that a swimming
pool offered segregated classes to chil-
dren to accommodate the requests of
Muslim parents. Then a media storm
over whether Justin Bieber was guilty
of cultural appropriation for his new
dreadlocks.

Brinkmann isn’t wrong to suggest
that there are more important issues
to discuss. Why are gender segregat-
ed swimming classes so strange given
the many other areas of daily life that
are similarly segregated? Toilets and
changing rooms are gender segregat-
ed, so too are sports teams. Many of
my peers at university in the UK went
to segregated schooling until high
school, their first real encounters with
the opposite sex didn’t take place un-
til age 16.

As for Bieber’s haircut, it’s hard
to pinpoint who exactly loses out be-
cause of his decision to have dread-
locks. Feminist commentator Henrik
Marstal said the problem was that Bie-
ber took from another culture without
giving anything back. That made him
appear “privilege blind”. But as Poli-
tiken newspaper’s culture editor Rune
Lykkeberg put it: “African Americans
in the USA have strong historic and ac-
tual grounds to feel used. But it does
not lead to greater freedom or eman-
cipation if we close ourselves off in dif-
ferent cultural reserves where symbols
become private property.”

And yet, there is a reason the two
topics were so fiercely debated - both

Peter Stanners
Editor-In-Chief

peter@murmur.dk

@peterstanners

speak to Denmark’s existential angst
about moving from a monoculture to a
multiculture. In truth, this happened
long ago - despite two decades of brave
denial by the Danish People’s Party,
multiculturalism is here to stay.

Danes are adapting to being mem-
bers of a dominant culture, rather than
a single culture. They are having to face
up to the way Danish society can alien-
ate minorities, particularly Muslims.
‘When students start at university, they
spend a week getting drunk together.
‘What do you do with people who don’t
drink? In culinary colleges, should you
force Muslim students to taste pork
dishes? What about women and men
who refuse to shake hands with mem-
bers of the opposite sex?

These are not unproblematic ques-
tions. The answers must balance the
efforts to include those with differ-
ent cultural norms, with standing up
for the values that are central to en-
suring a thriving free and democrat-
ic Denmark.

Linking a discussion about segre-
gated swimming classes, to that of
democratic values, might seem like
a stretch. But I can sympathise with
Danes who fear that compromising
on values such as gender equality -
or even the freedom to have whatever
haircut you like - is the start of a slip-
pery slope.

Brinkman might call these ques-
tions silly, but it’s through having
these conversations that Denmark
fine-tunes its own values and practic-
es. Amidst the uproar about segregat-
ing swimming classes for students of
Muslim backgrounds, others began
pointing out several examples of pre-
existing gender segregation in Dan-
ish society.

The debate about Bieber’s haircut
didn’t prompt legislation for state-
mandated hairdos, but gave rise to a
constructive debate about the imbal-
ance in power relationships between
cultures.

Multiculturalism does not suppress
debate, it is debate. And the more de-
bate, the more I believe we strengthen
our commitment to equality, fairness
and tolerance. M

If poor, un-
privileged
and out-of-
work Span-
iards can
start a revo-
lution with
no resources,
then what
can these
privileged
Danish kids
do?
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James Clasper Food Editor. This month in his Get Stuck In co-
lumn, James guides us toward good smerrebred, To @I's new
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a Master's degree in English, with a focus on literature and lin-
guistics. This issue she explored new pan-European political
movements. @hanahasanbegovic

Marie Ravn A Danish photographer educated at Fatamorga-
na in Copenhagen, Marie photographed Mija Bjung and Yong
Sun Gullach.
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Join us

Editorial intern - part time

We are looking for an aspiring journalist with a passion for re-
porting and feature writing to join us for a six-month internship
starting in August 2016. You need to be curious and self-motivat-
ed. You will be writing in English but we hope you can also read
and speak Danish.

Email a CV, and examples of your work to peter@murmur.dk
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MONTH IN REVIEW

Pthalates bans
After years of Danish advo-

cacy, the European Chemicals
Agency and the Danish EPA
presented a proposal to ban
four phthalates, suspected of
disrupting hormones, from use
in consumer products.

RED MEAT TAX?
Parliament’s Council
of Ethics has suggest-
ed introducing a tax
on red meat to reduce
consumption because
of its impact on climate
change.

ISIS ARRESTS

After a joint investigation
by police and the intelli-
gence agency PET, five peo-
ple were arrested and jailed
for 25 days for joining ISIS in
Syria. One of the five is al-
so charged with possessing

weapons and ammunition,
while an additional four were
charged in absentia.
Prosecutor Karin Degn-
boel Thostrup said she was
pleased the court agreed fto
hold the men on remand.

WHY GOD?

A bus campaign by
the atheist associa-
tion Atiestisk Selsk-
ab proved so success-
ful that more than
3,000 Danes decided
to leave the Church of
Denmark. Non-mem-
bers don’t pay the
Church tax, but aren’t
allowed weddings
or funerals in state
churches. In the ad-
vert below, they ask:
"Why should you pay
to have faith?"

Peter Stanners

Mette Jonassen
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SIGNS TO IRAQ AND SYRIA CAUSE UPROAR
Road signs pointing toward Iraq and Syria ap-
peared in Thisted, North Jutland, suggesting the
direction that refugees should return home. Ac-
tivists tore down the signs, which The Danish
People Party MP called, “very funny”.

The image above includes the original sign to
Syria. But there is an additional message, pho-
tostopped in below, which was later added by
faith-based aid agency Folkekirkens Nedhjzelp.
“h,426 kilometres to death, starvation, rocket

attacks and torture.”

EU court rules family

reunfication law illegal
A young Turkish man should

not have had his family re-
unification application re-
jected, ruled the EU Court of
Justice.

Caner Gents applied to
join his father in Denmark
in 2005 when he was 13. But
the Immigration Service re-
jected the application on the
grounds that Caner’s poten-
tial for integration into Dan-
ish society was weak.

The Immigration Service
can invoke the justification
if more than two years have
passed between the par-
ent’s arrival and Denmark
and their child’s application.

The courts ruled, how-
ever, that the two-year lim-
it was arbitrary and didn‘t
exclude the possibility that
Caner could, in fact, be in-
tegrated. Source: TV2 News

NORDEA CAUGHT IN
PANAMA PAPERS

The Panama Papers
leaks revealed ex-
traordinarily brazen
altempts by the super-
rich to conceal their
wealth in shell com-
panies with the help of
law firm Mossack Fon-
seca. Among the banks
that used the law firm
is the Luxembourg
branch of Danish bank
Nordea. Following the
revelations, the bank
promised to launch an
investigation.

“Our tax advice poli-
cy and ethical stand-
ard are clear: we do
not encourage or fa-
cilitate tax schemes of
our customers that are
regarded as tax eva-
sion,” the bank wrote
in a statement.
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BILLION-KRONER
SUPER HAIR NETS

Social media users
mocked Boeing’s
attempts to sell the
government their
fighter jet, the F16
Super Hornet

Commuters were confront-
ed by a strange sight last
month: adverts for the F'18
Super Hornet fighter jet.
Producer Boeing launched
the campaign just over a
month before the govern-
ment is due to announce

that it is not properly de-
veloped and significant-
ly more expensive to pur-
chase and maintain than
its two competitors.

This was one of the
main arguments Boeing
put forward in its cam-
paign, which promised
that the maintenance of
a fleet of F18s would cost
20 billion kroner less over
a 30-year period than the
F35. Boeing said that if
they received the contract,
they would create 10,000
jobs in Denmark by prior-
itising its subcontracting
with Danish businesses.

The F18 adverts were

war planes, why not buy
something cheap and bat-
tle-tested? F18s have al-
ready spent one million
hours in service, primarily
for the US Navy.
Haunting parliament’s
decision is the fiasco that
played out following the
purchase of high-speed
IC4 trains from Italian
manufacturer Ansaldo-
Breda. Lengthy delays in
their delivery, and trou-
ble getting them to work
on the tracks, were ulti-
mately blamed on the de-
cision to buy highly modi-
fied versions of the trains
rather than standard test-
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Boeing's original advert,
above, declared: "10,000
Danish Jobs with the Su-

per Hornet". This was sub-
sequently changed to
"2,500,000 Danish Jobs with
the Death Star" (right) and
"10,000 Danish Jobs with the-
Super Hairnet" (below).
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how it intends to replace rolled out on busses, the ed models. i,

its ageing fleet of F16s, radio and the internet, and It remains to be seen

purchased in the 19808, were designed to tap in- whether Boeing’s strat- e “‘&
&

which are now conduct-
ing bombing raids in Iraq
and Syria.

The Super Hornet is
one of three remaining
contenders for the 30 bil-
lion kroner contract, the
other two being the F35
Joint Strike Fighter from
Lockheed Martin and the
Eurofighter Typhoon from
Airbus Defence.

The F35 is the clear fa-
vourite, despite concerns

to the unease some Danes
feel in spending such large
sums on military hardware
in a time of austerity. Two
political parties oppose
purchasing the planes -
the Red-Green Alliance
(Enhedslisten) and the Al-
ternative (Alternativet) -
and 53.8 percent of Danes
agree, according to a Wil-
ke survey in April.
Boeing’s message is if
Denmark is going to buy

egy to market its planes
as a ‘responsible’ choice
will pay off when parlia-
ment’s defence committee
decides which of the three
planes to purchase. Either
way, the advertising cam-
paign brought plenty of
mirth to ordinary Danes,
who took the opportunity
to produce their own ver-
sions of the adverts. M

Peter Stanners
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GET STUCK IN

Smerrebrod

SECOND-RATE SM@RREBR®@D has
long been the dirty secret of Danish
cuisine. The likes of Noma and Gerani-
um may have put the country on the
map. But when it came to the national
dish, too many restaurants make the
open-faced sandwich with bare-faced
cheek. To please diners - who mis-
took quantity for quality - restaurants
piled plates with poor-quality ingre-
dients. Think: frozen fish, shop-bought
toppings, and herrings cured with en-
zymes. Worse still, many chefs looked
down on the role of the smerrebreds-
jomfru (“the smerrebrad virgin”). Mak-
ing smarrebrad, quite literally, a wom-
an’s job - and not one a “serious” chef
should aspire to.

Thankfully today you can’t move
for all the restaurants (in Copenha-
gen, at least) using fresh, organic, lo-
cally-sourced and in-season ingredi-
ents, and which prepare smerrebred
with a focus on quality and presenta-
tion, not portion size.

The revolution began a decade
ago, when Adam Aamann launched
his eponymous restaurant. It won
rave reviews and paved the way for
the likes of Aimanak, @l & Bred - part
of the Mikkeller brewing empire - and
Moller Snaps and Smerrebred, which
opened near Nyhavn last year and
features improbably modern toppings
such as Thai green curried herring.

( 24807739
f Temrer Simon Wilson

@ wilsonbyg@gmail.com

Anders Hjerming

Smorrebrod from Palae-
gade.

James Clasper

This month sees the launch of Res-
taurant Palaegade, a stone’s throw
from Kongens Nytorv. It'll serve smor-
rebred for lunch and traditional Dan-
ish dishes in the evening. Like its stylish
predecessors, it eschews the wood-
panelled stuffiness of the tradition-
al smerrebred restaurant and instead
favours bright, clean, contemporary
design.

Another sign of the times is Palae-
gade, a collaboration between the
Michelin-starred restaurant Formel

B and several former employees of
smerrebred specialist Schennemann.
Forget kitchen snobbery: Formel B's
chefs will work alongside the smear-
rebred chefs Betina Simonsen Mad-
sen and Karina Pedersen. Together
they will come up with dishes, using the
same ingredients in both the smearre-
bred and evening dishes, and chang-
ing the menu three to four times a year
to reflect the seasons.

“Smerrebred is the most season-
al cuisineg, if you do it properly,” says

B U
S: E 'RENI

co-owner Rasmus Amdi Larsen. “And
it's indigenous to the Nordic region. It's
from here, it belongs here.”

Doing it properly means refusing
to compromise on the ingredients. For
too long, Larsen says, foo many res-
taurants have served herring cured in
enzymes - not the old-fashioned way,
in barrels.

“You can tell right away,” he says.
“Theirs are soft and disgusting, with
a bad flavour. When you eat the old-
fashioned ones, you can taste the dif-
ference.”

Of course, the focus on quality in-
gredients begins with the bedrock of
smerrebred - the rye bread. At Pal-
aegade, the bread will be baked in-
house every day.

Above all, Copenhagen’s latest
smerrebred restaurant is an opportu-
nity to recognise the skill, artistry and
pedigree of the kitchen’s smarrebred
chefs. Madsen and Pedersen met at
culinary college years ago and en-
joyed stints at a number of top estab-
lishments, including Aamanns and Ho-
tel dAngleterre, before teaming up at
Schennemann.

Together they've witnessed the sea
change in smerrebred - away from
the limelight they played no small
part in its resurrection. Still, with tourist
traps fobbing off diners with second-
rate smerrebred, their work isn't done.

“We should be very proud of our
heritage,” says Madsen. “But we can
do much better.” M
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Native cooking award

Kris Viegels

FOOTLOOSE FOODIES should make a bee- that grow in the area. It's up to them to
line this month for the Knuthenlund Estate, on decide how to include the local flora in
the southern island of Lolland, which is host- their dishes.
ing the fifth annual Native Cooking Award. Den- The competition puts a premium on
mark’s only international cooking competition the chefs’ knowledge of raw materials,
is an event like no other - and a unique oppor- as well as their creativity, craftsman-
tunity to rub shoulders with some of the world’s ship and ability to cooperate. The Dan-
best chefs. ish team is captained by Torsten Schmidt
Five countries compete - Belgium, France, of Malling & Schmidt in Aarhus, and in-
Denmark, Norway and Sweden - with each cludes Karlos Ponte of Copenhagen’s
country represented by a team of four chefs with Venezuelan restaurant Taller.
experience from restaurants at Michelin level or Spectators should have fun. Bring
its equivalent. Each team is required to present a your own bike and you can follow the
three-course meal to the judges, one of whom is chefs on their foraging forays - provid-

Rasmus Kofoed of Geranium, the first Danish res- ed you don’t get in their way. You can
taurant to receive three Michelin stars. The win- also enter a raffle to win one of the 15
ning feam will receive 40,000 kroner. dishes. But don’t despair if your number

But here’s the twist: the Native Cooking doesn’t come up: dining options on the
Award takes place in the open. The emphasis day will include a farmers market, plen-
is on local produce and interaction with nature, ty of street food, and a barbecued whole
which means the teams are forbidden from pre- hog. M
paring anything in advance. Instead, they re-

ceive raw materials from local food producers The Native Cooking Award

e A e e ! .--.-": S P iy i T R ; e and are free to forage in the terrain around May 29, 2016
(5 = by i r i 4y - T . . - g - - - b r . . .
e ﬂ-:i"‘«-_- A e e e AT P =i % =+ Knuthenlund. Each team is given bicycles and Knuthenlundvej 7B, 4952
A e DL S ; o
2 e S T e e e e R T e ™

information about the wild plants and herbs nativecookingaward.com

BREWERS TORE GYNTHER AND TOBIAS EMIL JENSEN
have come home at last. The To @I founders got their
start as home-brewing high-school students a decade
ago and this month, six years after they launched their
craft beer empire, they’re embarking on their biggest
venture yet: BRUS. The 750-square-metre brewpub in
Norrebro is a stone’s throw from where it all began.
Situated in a former iron foundry that backs onto the
Empire cinema, BRUS will feature a bar, a shop, no few-
er than 13 fermentation tanks, and SPONTAN - a res-
taurant helmed by Michelin-starred chef Christian Ga-
dient.
Many brewers might baulk at expanding the busi-

ness so dramatically. Not To @I.
“When we heard the building was vacant, we
jumped,” Jensen says. “Where else in Copenhagen use it to ferment their own craft beers. da or a cocktail.”
do you find a space that large that has the structur- Meanwhile, as the restaurant’s name sug- Besides beer they will create a range of
al strength to bear the weight of those tanks and a ceil- gests, spontaneity will be the watchword in  other craft beverages at BRUS, from cock-
ing high enough to accommodate all that equipment - the kitchen. tails and tonics, to mead and kombucha.
which also lies 100 metres from where we started?” “We will try to focus to some extent on fer-  “We couldn’t settle for less,” Jensen smiles. “It
“It's a big step,” adds Gynther. “But it's also a natu- mented products, since we ferment so much  would be dull to just be a brewery.” M
ral step to some extent, because we wanted to get our other stuff,” Jensen says. “There might be left-
production of barrel-aged beer closer to us.” The pair overs from the brewery that could be usedin BRUS
launched To @I in 2010 as contract brewers, meaning the food or vice versa - something from the  Guldbergsgade 29F (Opens May 12)
they rent unused space from established breweries and _ kitchen could be used to infuse a beer, a so- to-ol.dk
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In this render, Skt. Jargens So has been engineered with broader banks to help mop up surplus rainwater in the case of a downpour.

Flash flood protections

On July 2, 2011, Copenhagen became
a lake when a storm cloud deposit-
ed 135 millimetres of water over the
course of just a few hours, resulting
in 49 billion kroner in damages.

The incident spurred the City
Council to action, looking into ways
to make the city more resilient to
flash storms. A first set of projects
was agreed to in 2013, and this April,
the Council approved 11 new projects
costing 391 million kroner.

The ambition is to draw as much
water as possible from homes and
businesses using diversion canals
and flood basins. The strategy is a
more cost-effective alternative to in-
creasing the capacity of sewers to
drain water from the streets.

“We could dig up Copenhagen
and install larger sewers, but that
would cost around 20 billion kro-
ner and only benefit the city when
it rains heavily,” deputy mayor for
technical and environment affairs

Morten Kabell told Politiken.

The drainage basins are designed
to double as green areas that city
residents can enjoy at all times of the
year. One of them would be formed
by widening the banks of Skt. Jar-
gens Sg, an inner city lake. The deep-
est of the city’s lakes, the plan would
lower its baseline water level, there-
by increasing its capacity when it
rains. Surplus water would then run
over the banks intfo new green areas.

The council warns the project will
take several years to be developed,
as the lake is a protected landmark.

Uber vs. The City

Since 1998, the Distortion Festival has
morphed from a cosy set of street
parties and club nights to a gargan-
tuan pan-city event with hundreds of
thousands of revellers.

This June, the festival will once
again take over the city, but there’s
a problem - Uber. The taxi service
was listed as one of the festival’s pri-

mary sponsors, despite the fact that
Uber drivers continue to be prose-
cuted for breaking Danish taxi laws.

Copenhagen City Hall has taken
the side of the taxi industry, arguing
that Uber is an unregulated and ille-
gal taxi service that does not abide
by Danish law. In April they threat-
ened to revoke their support for the
festival - amounting to 1.4 million
kroner - unless Distortion drops its
sponsorship deal.

“We cannot provide such enor-
mous funding for the festival - or
give permission for it to be held - if
they don’t follow Danish law and la-
bour conditions that are required to
receive the funding,” Copenhagen’s
deputy mayor for culture, Carl Chris-
tian Ebbesen, told TV2 Lorry.

Distortion’s founder and direc-
tor Thomas Fleurquin responded by
suggesting that the Danish govern-
ment produce legislation that keeps
up with new innovations.

“We will not enter into a dialogue
with the council through the media,”

Peter Stanners

nequey

Fleurquin told Ritzau. “But, in princi-
ple, we are positive about the breath
of fresh air that the sharing economy
brings fo Denmark.”

Distortion later relented, but on-
ly for next year’s festival, which Co-
penhagen City Hall is supporting
with 1.7 million kroner. In a statement,
Fonden Distortion Kebenhavn, which
owns Copenhagen Distortion, stat-
ed they have no desire not to follow
the City Council’s demands or rec-
ommendations, insofar as the law or
finances permit.

“Fonden Distortion Kebenhavn’s
primary and eternal goal is to cre-
ate and facilitate an event that cel-
ebrates the newest developments in
music, lifestyle, street life and mod-
ern culture. To this end, Copenhagen
City Council is and will remain Dis-
tortion’s closest partner. Since 1998,
Distortion has celebrated the city of
Copenhagen, by presenting it inter-
nationally as a modern and harmo-
nious city.”

Vesterbro food market

The dreams behind Tove’s Galleri in
Vesterbro never materialised. The
ground-level shopping mall snaking
its way south from Vesterbrogade
never got the footfall it needed, and
it failed to become a focal point for
the neighbourhood.

In the autumn, it will reopen with
a new focus - food. Renamed the
WestMarket, its ambition is to mim-
ic the successes of Copenhagen
Street Food and Torvehallerne with
between 60 and 80 stalls selling a
range of specialty foods.

“WestMarket will be a food mar-
ket with space for everyone,” they
write on their website. “It is here that
Copenhageners in the future will
combine food shopping, food expe-
riences and social activities. Foodies
are no longer a narrow group that
geek out on gastronomy, terroir and
organics. Foodie culture has become
a popular movement.”

It is hoped that the combina-
tion of takeaway, dining and market
stalls will revitalise the area, though
much depends on whether they can
find enough producers willing to pay
the 130,000 kroner a year a 12m2
stall will cost. M
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Institut Sankt Joseph

Dag Hammarskolds Allé 17 | 2100 Kgbenhavn @ | 85384735 | www.sanktjoseph.dk | isj@sanktjoseph.dk

Institut Sankt Joseph is seeking a
Primary Mathematics, Science &
PE teacher for our
International Bilingual Program

Institut Sankt Joseph is looking for a highly skilled, experienced primary teacher to join our exciting International Bilingual department.
We are looking for a teacher who is professional, committed to excellence and wishes to promote the educational and formational mis-
sion of Institut Sankt Joseph.

THE POSITIONS:
From 1 August 2016 we are looking for a teacher to lead on the following subjects:

. Primary Mathematics and Science following the Cambridge International Curriculum
. PE

OUR REQUIREMENTS:

. You are a mother-tongue English speaker

. You are fluent or almost fluent in Danish (B2-C2 according to the C.E.F.R)

. You will be dedicated to the educational and formational mission of Institut Sankt Joseph

. You can be a classroom leader and contribute to the dynamic bilingual feam

. You are able fo communicate effectively with parents and students from different educational and cultural backgrounds

EVEN BETTER:

. You have experience with bilingual education

. You have experience with the Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) program
. You intend to be in Denmark for the long term

. You have a working knowledge of the Danish educational system

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING:
As a teacher in our program, you will be required to work in a unique bilingual feam, composed of both Native Danish and English speak-
ers. You will report directly to the International Department Head and be involved in the following activities:

. lesson planning

. teaching

. parent teacher conferences

. student conferences

. evaluation

. daily communication with students and parents via the intranet

. team meetings

. participation in training programs

. participation in school committees that promote our formational/educational mission and team building

MORE ABOUT YOUR PLACE OF WORK:

Institut Sankt Joseph is a private Catholic school located in the heart of the @sterbro district of Copenhagen. As of 2016, there are over
700 students, 70 employees; with both the students and staff representing culturally diverse backgrounds. We expect overall well-being
and high academic levels to complement each other for both students and employees as we live our formational/educational mission.
Our wonderful children come from over 55 different countries, which on a daily basis enliven our school with intercultural learning and in-
ternational discovery. We see ourselves as a humanistic formation centre grounded in Catholic-humanistic values that are expressed in
our school motto: “It is every human beings task to become human.”

HOW TO APPLY:

You must have the necessary international and/or Danish teaching credentials, as well as meet the aformentioned credentials to be el-
igible. All applications should include a cover letter and CV. Please send both applications and CV s by mail to Thomas Knudsen Mulh-
ern af tkm@sanktjoseph.dk

Conditions of employment will be according to the common agreement with the Danish Ministry of Finance and the LC collective bargain-
ing agreement for leaders and teachers in private schools.

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING: 13 MAY

INTERVIEWS TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 18TH OF MAY AND THURSDAY THE 19TH OF MAY
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Off the streets and into the studio

The Container Lab from organisation Turning Tables, will give marginalised and refugee youth around Denmark the opportunity to
express their ereative potential, before it is sent around the world

A A

Inside the Container Lab at its inauguration in April.

rom the outside, it
looks like an ordi-
nary black shipping
container. Inside,
however, is a pro-
fessional recording
studio powered by
a battery pack and solar panels.

The Container Lab is the brain-
child of the organisation Turning
Tables, established in Denmark
in 2009 to “empower socially, po-
litically and economically margin-
alised youths in developing coun-
tries by providing them with the
means to express their grievanc-
es, hopes and dreams in music
and film.”

Over the coming months, the
container will travel through Den-
mark and give local youth the
same opportunity. Starting in Al-
bertslund, the Container Lab will
proceed to a homeless shelter at
Godsbanen in Aarhus, two recep-
tion centres for young refugees in
Aro, and the Folkemgdet (Peo-
ple’s Meeting) on Bornholm, be-
fore a final stint at this year’s
Roskilde Festival.

Natasha Jessen-
Petersen

At the inauguration of the Con-
tainer Lab in April, Martin Fernan-
do Jakobsen, from Denmark’s popu-
lar Copenhagen-based DJ collective
Den Sorte Skole, explained the need
to provide a platform for marginal-
ised youth, who are often discussed
but hardly ever spoken to.

“They have no voices in the
debate, and yet people have so
many thoughts about them. So we
thought, let’s focus on the marginal-
ised youth in Denmark, and let’s do
a project that focuses on the home-
less youth whom we have worked
with before, refugee youth, and the
youth in the Danish ghettos, who
are also an overlooked group with-
out a voice.”

Jakobsen is both the organi-
sation’s founder and director. He
started Turning Tables to establish
permanent music and film schools
for marginalised youth and activists
in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Tunisia,
Myanmar and Cambodia. In the pro-
cess, the organisation has helped to
produce over fifty videos, including
the first-known recording of a fe-
male Jordanian rapper.

IMPROVING LIVES

The Container Lab is a collabo-
ration with telecom company 3,
whose CEO, Morten Christiansen,
sits on the Turning Tables board.

“We think this way of us-
ing technology through creative
means is a great way to help peo-
ple,” Christiansen said. “It is es-
sentially using technology to give
people the tools to improve their
lives and the lives of others who
are in the same situation. And I
like that.”

Christiansen says the first Con-
tainer Lab is designed to get the
attention of investors by demon-
strating how simple and cheap it
can be to create a product that can
make a real difference.

“By helping to pay for the Con-
tainer Lab, we are showing more
global companies what exactly this
is. And then we can start pitching it,
and perhaps gain some momentum
to get a few produced that will fuel
a more global presence. Just think
about South America, the Rio area,
with all these protests - there are so
many place where it’s needed.

sJsuuR)S 19}d

“[The Container Lab] is easy to
market, it makes for such a won-
derful picture. It is beautiful. We
are doing this and it does not cost
that much, and you can see how
many people are benefiting from it.
You get local stars to come down
and perform with local artists.”

PROMOTING DIALOGUE

Turning Tables project manager
Asmund Boye Kverneland is a mu-
sician and DJ who had grown tired
of life on the road and decided to
use his energy and skills to mobi-
lise change through Turning Ta-
ble’s initiatives. He joined the or-
ganisation a little over a year ago
and is now focussed on projects
like the Container Lab that can
make a lasting impact.

He explains that the founders
started out by holding DJ work-
shops in Palestinian refugee camps
in Lebanon in 2009. They soon
wanted to do more than just show
up, play, and disappear, so they
formed Turning Tables to start
working long-term and to estab-
lish local centres to produce mu-
sic and film.

“This idea of coming in with
something nice and then taking it
away again, this happens too of-
ten,” he mused. “We want to es-
tablish centres or labs where we
can operate for many years. We
can teach the local staff who come
to work for us how to fundraise,
to learn how to build, and within
a 3-5 year period to make them-
selves as self-sustaining as pos-
sible.”

Kverneland explains that while
Turning Tables can connect the
youths with record labels and film
distributors, some of the young
artists end up as instructors on
the Turning Tables team. Others
have gone on to become profes-
sional musicians. Ultimately, it’s
important to employ these young
people because of their deeper un-
derstanding of how to operate in
the country.

Turning Tables has also helped
to organise festivals globally in
places such as Tunisia and Myan-
mar where they facilitate and pro-
mote dialogue between conflict
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groups, illustrating that the arts can
serve as a bridge.

“There was a lot of tension be-
tween the ethnic Burmese people and
the Muslim minority in northern My-
anmar. Then we set up a collaboration
between youths from the two commu-
nities, and got them to showcase their
work out in the broader societies. We
showed that collaboration is possible.”

The inauguration was held in the
spring sunshine outside the offices of
the architecture firm Arkitektur Min-
isteriet. The dozens of guests ate free
tacos and drank beer while listening
to the opening speeches. Among them
was Martin Hgjland, fellow member of
Den Sorte Skole and Turning Tables’
head of Project Management, Fund-
raising and Coordination.

In his introduction to the event, he
spoke of Turning Tables’ importance
on all levels - from teaching kids how
to hold a microphone when they’re
rapping live to engaging youth on a
large scale.

“A lot of people will ask what is
the point of playing a rap song if you
don’t have a home, or you have just
lost half of your family to war or a cri-
sis,” he said. “The reason that we trav-
el around and do this work is because
it does matter a lot. Telling your sto-
ry and hanging out with other peo-
ple can really provide a new perspec-
tive and enable you to see your future
in a new light. And that is part of this
project.” M

Turning Tables was established in 2009
to provide a voice to marginalised youth
around the world. They have worked with

thousands of young people in countries

such as Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Cambo-
diq, Tunisia and Myanmar.

The Container Lab consists of a 20-foot
shipping container, refurbished into a
mobile and state-of-the-art music studio.
Over the next few months it will tour Den-
mark together with musicians and DJs
Phase5, Al Agami, Raske Penge, Eagger-
Stunn, Bjern Svin and Zaki.

The Container Lab was designed by ar-
chitect Mija Byung, together with Center
for Maritim Arkitektur.

3 Danmark is the major sponsor. Gyproc,
Ecophon, Isover and Glass Solutions do-
nated building materials. Other support
was donated by Arkitekturministeriet,
Lauridsen Skilte, Victron Energy, NJ Ser-
vice, Logik & Co, Eentileen and Elindco.

Turning Tables project manager Asmund Boye Kverneland
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POLITICS

Green card programme to
be scrapped

The Green Card programme, designed
to help businesses get the highly-ed-
ucated foreign labour they need, has
been less than a success. According fo
the Employment Ministry, since 2013,
70 percent of Green Card holders
have taken unskilled jobs.

Green Card holders have com-
plained that the programme at-
tracted them to Denmark even
though there were no jobs available
in their fields. They then found them-
selves without access to unemploy-
ment services, and without the right
to start their own business.

Now the Social Democrats (So-
cial Demokrater), Socialist People’s
Party (SF) and Danish People’s Par-
ty (DF) want to end the programme.

“We do not need highly educat-
ed people from India and Bangla-
desh, who are not refugees, to take
cleaning jobs in Denmark,” Social
Democratic immigration spokesper-
son Dan Jergensen told Berlingske.

The three parties have a ma-
jority in parliament, meaning they
can force the Liberal Party (Vens-
tre) government to drop the pro-
gramme.

“We respect the majority, but
it doesn’t change our opinion that
Denmark should be as closed as
possible for potential asylum seek-
ers, but open to people who want
to work and contribute to our socie-
ty,” Venstre immigration spokesper-
son Marcus Knuth told Jyllands-Pos-
ten newspaper.

3,840 people came to Denmark
via the Green Card programme in
2014, of which just under half were
family members of the Green Card
holder. To qualify, the applicant has
to satisfy a number of conditions,
including education, work experi-
ence and financial security.

The Confederation of Danish In-
dustry opposes closing the pro-
gramme. It is disappointed that the
parties aren’t waiting to evaluate
the effects of the 2014 reform on
the programme, which now requires
Green Card holders to prove they
have a job paying at least 315,000
kroner a year after two years in
Denmark. M

SF TAKES STRONGER POSI-
TION ON IMMIGRATION

The Socialist People’s Party
(SF) wants immigrant women to
enrol in education programmes
or risk losing their benefits

Left-wing parties have long been accused
by the right of failing to acknowledge
the challenges that accompany immigra-
tion. That political divide is fading, how-
ever. Left-wing Social Democrat (Social
Demokrat) leaders supported the gov-
ernment’s tighter immigration and asy-
lum policies, which included restrictions
on family reunification for asylum seekers.

Last month, the Socialist People’s Par-
ty (SF) entered the debate when the party
presented six proposals to tackle low lev-
els of employment and education among
immigrant women.

Among the proposals are mentor pro-
grammes and an increase in the num-
ber of immigrants employed by the state.
They also propose withdrawing unemploy-

ment benefits for women without a prima-
ry school education or vocational train-
ing certificate unless they are enrolled in
an educational programme. The policy al-
ready exists for those under age 30.

At the party’s annual meeting, leader
Pia Olsen Dyhr outlined why tackling in-
tegration was vital.

“The combination of the threat from
radical Islam, the enormous flow of refu-
gees from the Middle East and North Af-
rica, combined with failed integration is a
poisonous cocktail. It threatens our free
and open society. It threatens our commu-
nity and solidarity,” Dyhr said.

“Denmark is built on democracy, equal-
ity, and free speech. But we have people
who travel to fight for the Islamic state,
imams who preach radical Islam, and we
see women subject to social control in pa-
triarchal families. We cannot accept that,
and we must address it to redress the er-
rors of the past.”

The party’s position was condemned by
Politiken newspaper columnist Brian Es-
bensen, who accused the party of succumb-
ing to right-wing fear tactics.

“It’s completely crazy to say that the

greatest threats to us today come from
the refugee crisis or radical Islam, when
we face the degeneration of European de-
mocracies, Trump’s potential to become
president, the 89 trillion kroner in tax ha-
vens, and a climate catastrophe worse than
we had ever dreamed of,” Esbensen wrote.

“The truth about the ‘radical Muslims
who are threatening our values’ is that
there are extreme forces, but they have
no power, and support for them is almost
non-existent among Muslims.”

Dyhr replied that Esbensen was fail-
ing to accept the reality of the integration
challenges that Denmark faces.

“In his view, there are no integration
challenges in Denmark. No social con-
trol of women. No challenges in marginal-
ised housing areas,” she writes. “It has al-
ways been the job of the left wing to fight
for the rights of marginalised groups. In
recent years, we have noticed how immi-
grant women are taking up the fight and
becoming role models for children and
young people in marginalised housing ar-
eas. I am full of admiration for these wom-
en. And they deserve to be backed up with
more than words.” M

GREENLAND’S URANIUM MINES
ONE STEP CLOSER

Denmark’s zero-tolerance policy
on uranium mining is being chal-
lenged by Greenland’s desire to
extract the radioactive material

Despite an official zero-tolerance policy to-
ward nuclear power, last month, the Danish
parliament threw its weight behind Green-
land’s request to open uranium mines.

Greenland is a self-governing territory in
the Kingdom of Denmark. While Denmark
retains responsibility for Greenland’s de-
fence, Greenland is responsible for its ex-
ploitation of natural resources.

The island has a wealth of underground
resources, particularly rare earth metals
used in the technology industry. However,
mixed with these rare earth metals is urani-
um, and to make the mining profitable, the
uranium would also need to be exported.

Greenland’s parliament, the Naalakkersu-
isut, voted in 2013 to overturn its ban on ura-
nium mining, and has since passed a number
of laws to create a framework for the arrival
of international mining companies.

Wealth lurks hidden within Greenland's mountains.

The new laws regulate the processing and
export of uranium from Denmark. They re-
quired the approval of the Danish parlia-
ment, given uranium’s potential to be used
to produce weapons of mass destruction. All
parties except the Red-Green Alliance (En-
hedslisten) supported the laws, which will
ensure Greenland abides by regulations es-
tablished by the United Nations and the In-
ternational Energy Agency.

Proponents of the mines argue they will
help Greenland become more financially
self-sufficient - Greenland relies upon block
grants from Denmark to finance its welfare.

Detractors, however, argue that the min-
ing laws will enable the companies to dodge
taxes, while others are concerned that too
few Greenlanders will find employment at
the mines, which are expected to be staffed
primarily by foreign labour, particularly
from China.

Demonstrations in Greenland in April
are evidence of continuing opposition to the
mines, while calls for a referendum on the
issue have been rejected by the government.

Ifthe laws pass in the Danish parliament,
as they are expected to, they will take effect
onJuly1l.M
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IN BRIEF
Foreign aid misspent

The Liberal Party (Venstre) government has
broken rules set by the OECD on how to
spend foreign aid, reports Altinget. In 2015,
220 million kroner was spent on Danish-lan-
guage education and jobs training.

“The problem is not simply that money
was taken from initiatives that are supposed
to help the world’s poorest, but that Denmark
seems to be cynically taking advantage of
an OECD system that is completely broken,”
said Adam Moe Fejerskov from the Danish
Institute for International Studies.

OECD’s Development Assistance Com-
mittee allows foreign aid budgets to pay
for costs associated with an immigrant’s first
12 months in the country. But in a letter to
Altinget, the OECD confirmed that it was not
permitted to count funds that were used to
integrate immigrants in the labour market as
foreign aid, because those funds benefit the
donor country’s economy.

EASING THE POLICE BURDEN

The reintroduction of border controls in Den-
mark in response to the refugee crisis has
diverted police resources away from their
usual tasks. But now the national guard,
hjemmeveernet, will be brought in to relieve
pressure on the police.

According to justice minister Seren Pind,
the border controls “will take place under the
responsibility and leadership of the police,
and the personnel will be subject to a tar-
geted education programme under the guid-
ance of the police school.”

While 165 officers will return to their nor-
mal duties across the country, the police
force remains squeezed following last year’s
terror attack in Copenhagen. Patrols and
guards near the city’s Jewish institutions have
increased over fime from 257,979 hours in
January 2015 to 450,653 hours in March 2016.

Tax tension

The governing blue block is split on the is-
sue of taxes. The minority Venstre govern-
ment requires the support of both the popu-
list Danish People’s Party (DF) as well as the
libertarian Liberal Alliance party.

The latter has strongly pushed for tax re-
lief, particularly in the top tax bracket, and
the Venstre has accommodated this wish in
its governing manifesto.

DF announced, however, that due to in-

creased costs brought on by the refugee cri-
sis, it would not be able to support any tax cuts.

“We simply cannot afford it,” DF leader
Kristian Thulesen Dahl told DR. “The money is
being spent on refugees and migrants. And if
there is any money left over, we need to use
it to strengthen welfare services in health and
eldercare.”

Dahl pointed to new calculations from the
government that predict the Danish popula-
tion will increase by 100,000 people by 2020
as a result of the refugee crisis. According
to the Finance Ministry, public spending will
need to increase by 6.4 billion kroner be-
tween 2017 and 2020 to keep up.

“My prayer is that they completely reas-
sess their refugee policy before it sucks up all
our money.”

DIIS saved

The Danish Institute for International Studies
(DIIS) was among the publicly-funded insti-
tutions slated to be moved out of Copenha-
gen under the government’s plan to redistrib-
ute public jobs.

The organisation has strongly protested
the decision, arguing that their 88 employ-
ees will be unable to properly do their jobs in
Denmark’s second city, Aarhus. DIIS’s man-
date is o assess Denmark’s foreign and po-
litical situation and to inform the mediaq, poli-
ticians and the public.

The opposition Social Democrats (Social
Demokrater) have decided to oppose the
planned relocation of DIIS, bringing the gov-
ernment into a minority after they also lost
the support of Liberal Alliance.

MP Mogens Jensen explains that while his
party supports the government’s redistribu-
tion plans, DIIS was a poor choice.

“In DIIS’ case, 98 percent of their partners
and users are in the capital,” he told DR. “It's
clear that keeping DIIS in Copenhagen is the
most sensible solution.”

Benefits cap creates poverty

The unemployment benefits cap introduced
by the government this year will have a
major impact on the incidence of pover-
ty in Denmark.

According to calculations by the Econom-
ic Council for Labour Movement (AE), around
16,400 Danes will end up in poverty, including
approximately 11,000 children.

Head of analysis Jonas Schytz Juul told
Politiken newspaper that the cap on the total
benefits unemployed people can receive will
disproportionately affect single parents. M
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Sleepwalking into the future

In an era where app-creators and de

the social impacts of the technology we create, warns Angela Oguntala

hen you think

about the future,

what do you see? 1

see flying cars, ro-
bot servants, and holidays on space
habitats. This vision has been
shaped by the society I live in and
the culture I consume - by the dys-
topia of Gattaca and the optimism
of The Jetsons.

It’s a question Angela Ogunta-
la thinks we should be spending
more time on. Originally from Phil-
adelphia, Oguntala is an alumna of
the Copenhagen Institute of Inter-
action Design (CIID) and works, as
she puts it, across design and fu-

ture studies. This work has seen
her head the Innovation Lab at Es-
kild Hansen and in 2014 was named
one of 27 Future Innovators by Ars
Electronica.

Oguntala wants to challenge
our assumptions and get us to rec-
ognise our biases, whether they
be individual or societal. This ap-
proach influences her choice of pro-
jects, which tend to touch on the
relationship between our physical
form, society and technology.

One such project was Momen-
tum, in which she sought to ex-
plore self-perception and societal
perceptions of how people per-

Words:
Peter Stanners

Photos:
Rasmus Degnbol

relopers are the new rock-stars, it's critical that we keep questioning

form and behave in highly public
and often stressful situations. She
attached biosensors and probes to
her subjects, and conducted ex-
tensive interviews to monitor how
their bodies and minds responded
to these situations.

“I created a programme to an-
alyse different bodily and behav-
ioural aspects and to provide real-
time feedback to people in these
moments. The end goal was to cre-
ate a feedback loop to understand
how we present ourselves in pub-
lic situations, how we reflect on
these situations afterwards, and
what that means for our sense of

self and identity.”

Oguntala conducted around 80
experiments with different speak-
ers, who received real-time hap-
tic and other sensory feedback
through wearable technologies
such as a body band that collect-
ed bodily diagnostics like breath,
sweat, and heart rate. Other de-
vices would blur out the speak-
er’s view of the audience based on
the way their body was reacting to
the event.

Afterward, people could review
their performance through record-
ed videos overlaid with their bi-
ometrics and speech patterns to
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reconcile the way they actually ap-
peared with the way they thought
they appeared.

“It’s known that people who be-
have in a certain way - cool, calm,
collected and masculine - are per-
ceived as more intelligent and com-
petent. This was also supported
in my data, even down to the fact
that people who spoke in a deeper
voice were perceived as more trust-
worthy and more intelligent,” says
Oguntala, adding that the experi-
ment demonstrated the human pre-
disposition for conformity - both
conscious and unconscious.

“We look at archetypally suc-
cessful people, whether it’s a slick
talking, uber-confident ‘Brad’ from
corporate America or a hyperactive
start-up whiz kid, and we emulate
them. But in the process, we rein-
force the message that if we show
anything innately human, like un-
predictability, irrationality, doubt,
nervousness, emotionality, then we
are somehow much less intelligent
or competent.”

RECOGNISING BIAS

Oguntala says Momentum was a
“soft and behavioural” explora-
tion, and wasn’t designed to result
in any scientific conclusions. But it
did prove useful in demonstrating
‘Western social norms and how they
limit our ability to listen to different
types of people.

The fact is that we are biased,
and as a result, our technology will
be too. But making that case is not
always easy in scientific and tech
communities.

“When it comes to technology
or design, unbridled techno-opti-
mism often prevails. We place a lot
of faith in human reason, and often
don’t fully take into account how ir-
rational, unpredictable, vulnerable
and strange we can be. I have expe-
rienced that some of my colleagues
in this space can take a great deal
of offence when you use a platform
at a conference to say that algo-
rithms and data sets can be biased,
that they represent systemic biases
that are already in the world,” says
Oguntala.

“There are a lot of people who
get very angry with that, who take

Robots

and algo-
rithms are
increasingly
making
decisions
for us and
making our
lives more
efficient,
but can we
trust ma-
chines to al-
ways make
the right
decisions
for every-
one?

it as a personal criticism, who don’t
think their research would be bi-
ased. But I don’t believe anyone’s
doing it deliberately; I don’t think
they’re evil. The only way we are
going to move beyond bias is by ac-
knowledging that it pervades our
everyday lives. If we don’t, it will
just fester and continue to influ-
ence our technological and policy
decisions.”

Oguntala’s experience is that an
attempt to address the biases em-
bedded in the way we develop tech-
nology often gets confused with an
attack on the need for technologi-
cal developments. But the two is-
sues are separate, she argues.

“I am incredibly interested in
and work with emerging technol-
ogies and the cycle of culture to
technology and technology to cul-
ture. But I do think that we need
to reflect on it and be honest about
how the cycle takes place. Right
now, a growing subset of those in
charge tend to have a techno-op-
timistic view. As their agendas are
pushed forward, we will need to
build in frequent pauses in our so-
ciety to reflect on whether technol-
ogy and efficiency is always the so-
lution. Robots and algorithms are
increasingly making decisions for
us and making our lives more effi-
cient, but can we trust machines to
always make the right decisions for
everyone?”

MAKERS AND START-UPS
But it’s not just technological lead-
ers that may suffer from a lack of
critical reflection on the social and
cultural effects of technology on
society. In recent years, the rise
of cheap hardware, the ubiquity of
smart phones, and cheap manufac-
turing technologies have opened
up technological development to
the masses.

On the one hand, it has fostered
a thriving ‘maker’ community that
uses technology such as sensors
and 3D printers to create whatev-
er they can imagine. The increas-
ingly lucrative mobile app market
continues to foster a ‘start-up’ cul-
ture that can turn people into bil-
lionaires overnight. Take the pho-
to-messaging app Snapchat, for

example, which turned down a four
billion dollar takeover from Face-
book in 2013, just two years after
its initial launch.

“You can be seen as a naysayer
in some communities across design
and technology if you question the
ambition to build and make. I do be-
lieve in making for fun, or just for
the spirit of seeing if and how we
could make something, you know,
like the PancakeBot which takes
your drawings and makes pancakes
out of them...or the myriad of week-
end hackathons where people come
together to collaborate and experi-
ment. But that's different.

“I just think that if we are build-
ing a solution for or with people,
then there should be some level of
discussion and reflection about the
emotions and philosophy imbued
in the solution. We just have to ac-
cept that we bring all of our bag-
gage with us, and we need to put
forth and outline what our world-
views are. That would be a great
first step, but some people have a
difficult time accepting that first
step, because you have to criticise
some of the baggage you come with
and the biases and filters you use.”

The start-up community, she ar-
gues, is particularly prone to fo-
cussing too heavily on the eventual
payoff, rather than on what the pos-
sible social impact of their prod-
ucts could be.

“There’s a fever pitch in the
start-up community, which I be-
long to. I go to loads of events and
there seems to be this frantic hus-
tle and hype, where the focus is on
the quick flip. It’s glamorous, be-
cause we’ve seen people come out of
nowhere who are nobodies one day
and rock stars the next. People are
enticed by this get-rich-quick ap-
proach, and I think we shouldn’t be
blinded by that. Bynow I had hoped
we would have had a come-to-Jesus
moment and have a more open dis-
cussion about how to structure this
new reality, but I don’t think we are
going to have that moment because
the prospects are so glamorous.”

Oguntala argues that our ed-
ucational system is somewhat to
blame for the lack of reflection.
‘While we are encouraged to spe-

cialise and find a niche in which to
work, we end up lacking a broad-
er understanding of the way the
world works.

“We have so many more op-
portunities to create change now
than ever before, but we have to
ask why we are doing it, who we
are doing it for, what are the asso-
ciated risks, how do we negotiate
these risks, and what do our deci-
sions say about us. I think it would
be great to pair technical and en-
gineering courses with a course on
science and technology studies, be-
cause right now academia doesn’t
reflect the real world, where eve-
rything is connected. We need to
learn how to think consequential-
ly and systemically about the larg-
er socio-cultural, political, econom-
ic and environmental consequences
of our decisions.”

FUTURE VALUES

Though teaching, workshops, and
consulting, Oguntala works with
students and organizations to
think and feel through the con-
sequences of technology and the
types of possible futures they'd like
to create, as well as the ones they'd
like to avoid.

“What’s interesting is that
you don’t need to start at a place
of extreme knowledge. You’d be
surprised how people can think
through the different consequenc-
es just using their life experienc-
es, then build connections between
the different impacts. For example,
what would be the impact in the
developing world of a breast pump
that introduces vitamins? A lot of
the impacts would require doing
a bit of research, but most of the
time they can come up with scenar-
ios just by thinking how their fam-
ily would be impacted by the new
technology.”

Thinking through the conse-
quences of technologies can al-
so help identify possible scenar-
ios where the technology works
against our values. The rise of the
automobile took place within the
capitalist pursuit of individual free-
dom. When there were few cars on
the road, this freedom may have ex-

isted. But what freedoms are the >
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residents of smoggy and congested
major cities around the world miss-
ing out on because we built cities to
accommodate cars, and not mass
transport?

LEAPFROGGING
But would car culture have devel-
oped if Western values weren’t so
individualistic? Perhaps not. Tech-
nology isn’t neutral, but because
what we acknowledge as tech-
nological progress started in the
‘West, we are often blind to how it
is imbued with our myths and lan-
guage. As the peoples of the world
become increasingly developed and
capable of finding their own so-
lutions, Oguntala argues, our ap-
proach will no longer hold a mo-
nopoly.

“The West has exported its ide-
as and its approach to life to the
rest of the world for decades. That

worked for a period of time, but it
doesn’t work any more. Developing
countries are now starting to see re-
turns on solutions they created in
their own likeness and developed
out of their own history, traditions
and knowledge,” says Oguntala.

“A Nigerian writing science fic-
tion would tell very different sto-
ries to us about how artificial intel-
ligence would affect a community.
As a result, the technology they
develop based on these stories
would be built and behave differ-
ently. Science fiction has long been
written outside the West, but it’s
been given wider access and ac-
colades probably only in the past
5-10 years. There is more and more
speculative literature being pub-
lished in the developing world,
where people are imagining differ-
ent types of futures.”

Oguntala points out that the

‘West has already been influenced
by technologies that were created
to address the different needs in de-
veloping countries.

“We often fail to realise that the
technological solutions that are
created in developing countries can
benefit us. Take mobile payment
systems. Ten years ago, few people
in Kenya had bank accounts, but
theystill needed a way to send mon-
ey to family members that lived
far away and to pay school fees. So
they started using mobile airtime
as a mode of money transfer. Ken-
yva became a pioneer in the mobile
money market this way. My moth-
er-in-law pays for everything with
MobilePay. That was inspired by
how Kenyans live and their vision
for the future.”

Developing countries are no
longer following the West’s tra-
jectory of development, and in-

I just
think that
if we are
building

a solution
for or with
people,
then there
should be
some level
of discus-
sion and
reflection
about the
emotions
and philos-
ophy im-
bued in the
solution.

stead they are leapfrogging ahead.
Oguntala argues that thisis an em-
powering process for these coun-
tries, which are often criticised for
investing in technological innova-
tion over poverty reduction.

“Many developing countries
such as Ethiopia and Bangladesh
have space programmes, but peo-
ple are incredulous that these
countries aren’t spending all of
their resources on directly tack-
ling poverty instead. And sure,
there's a conversation and a cost-
benefit analysis of some sort to be
explored in there. But I think it's
a conversation that is much more
layered and complex than the one
we have now, which often cen-
tres on whether or not poor coun-
tries should have the audacity to
dream and to allocate resources
in this way.”

Ogunatala argues that it is a
valid ambition of developing coun-
tries to be more self-sustaining
and to gain insight into a range
of issues that can directly impact
their economic prospects. Ethi-
opia, for example, is looking to
boost their local agriculture and
communication industries with
their space program.

“It's not far-fetched to think
we could learn from their research
and from their programmes. Look
at India, which launched a Mars
probe for a fraction of the budg-
et the European Space Agency
and NASA spent. And India con-
tinues to reap substantial benefits
from their program, both econom-
ic and life-saving - weather-mon-
itoring systems have provided ac-
curate early warnings for extreme
weather events in regions where
such events would have previous-
ly killed thousands.”

Back in the West, disruptive
technologies are upending the sta-
tus quo. While Uber and Airbnb
offer consumers cheap and relia-
ble services, their long-term im-
pact on the labour market and
economy have yet to be fully ap-
preciated.

In the meantime, increasing-
ly powerful recommendation bots
control what we read and watch.
Behind the scenes, highly-educat-
ed graduates fine tune these algo-
rithms to make our lives run more
smoothly. But Oguntala wonders
whether a smarter computer is
really what we need to solve the
problems facing the West and the
world.

“I am anxious about the future.
I’m not fearful, but it’s definitely
going to be interesting.” M
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Sign up to LetsGo
by May 31 for a free
one-month trial
membership! All

you have to pay

for is the time and
distance you drive.

LETSGO.DK

is the best

ADVERTORIAL

LetsGo is a carsharing service that provides you with easy access to a car as often as you need it, without

the trouble of being a car owner

enmark is rec-
ognised around
the world for
its quality pub-
lic transport
and bicycle in-
frastructure.
So when expats land in Denmark,
many are prepared to jump right
in and embrace the freedoms that
bicycles, trains and busses offer.
Sometimes, however, you can’t
escape the need for a car. You
might need to go Ikea to buy some
home furnishings, pick up fami-
ly members from the airport after
a long trip, or go exploring across
Denmark at your own pace during
a much needed holiday or week-
end break.

But having a car on standby
for when these moments arise can
be an expensive luxury. If you on-
ly need to use a car a few times a
month, it doesn’t make sense to
pay the insurance, tax, roadside
assistance, oil replacement, and
to change winter to summer tires.
These costs can run up to 40,000
kroner a year.

CARSHARING IS CHEAPER

In which case, you should consider
LetsGo’s carsharing service. For a
mere 270 kroner per month, your
membership keeps you fully in-
sured and with access to well-kept
cars. When you pick up a car, all
you need to pay is for the time you
drive and the distance you cover.

LetsGo takes care of all the
boring administrative and main-
tenance work. The simple online
booking system means LetsGo is
also much more convenient and
flexible than renting a car. Not to
mention cheaper.

And there’s no need to worry
about parking. In addition to dedi-
cated LetsGo parking spots across
Copenhagen, parking is also free
elsewhere except for the city cen-
tre ‘red zone’. Just remember to
leave the car where you found it
when you’re done.

PERFECT FOR BUSINESSES

Carsharing also offers businesses
a flexible access to vehicles. Free
parking means LetsGo cars are

ideal when a staff member needs to
quickly meet a colleague or client
in town. It also means that multi-
ple staff members can rent cars at
the same time, which can often be a
problem for small businesses that
can only afford one car for the of-
fice to share.

SAFE AND CONVENIENT
LetsGo’s vehicle fleet consists of
180 new vehicles, which are very
safe to drive. The cars are also
regularly maintained, so you can
always feel confident behind the
wheel - regardless of whether it’s
a Mini or minivan.

With cars on Funen and Jut-
land, you can even take a train and
pick up the car to complete the fi-
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nal stretch of the journey.

Should there be any doubts or
problems, you can always call the
24-hour emergency hotline, where
a LetsGo-staff member will be on
hand to help.

IT IS SUSTAINABLE
The more people who share a car,
the fewer cars are needed. Every
time one shared car is put on the
street, it removes six other cars. By
choosing a carshare, you are active-
ly helping to reduce the number of
cars on a city’s streets. This means
cleaner air and more space for
more sustainable alternatives such
as bicycles and public transport.
Moreover, LetsGo cars are
brand new and therefore as envi-

ronmentally friendly as possible -
you can even borrow an electric car.

CARSHARING OPENS UP MANY
POSSIBILITIES

Whether a carshare service is
something you can benefit from de-
pends on how often you need a car.
If you need a car everyday, then it
isn’t. Nor is it if you only need a car
once or twice a year.

But if you regularly find your-
self in the following situations - or
would like to get out more, but are
unable to without a car - then you
are the ideal LetsGo member.

« Weeknight trip in Louvisiana (open
until 22:00) or Arken (open un-
til 21:00)

« Shopping and meatballs at IKEA
« Summerhouse trip during the
weekend or the summer holidays
« Visiting friends outside the city,
or going for a walk and a pichnic

« Dropping children off at friends
so you can take your partner on a
getaway

What each trip costs depends
on how far you drive, the car you
choose, and whether it's night or
day. Simply use our price calcula-
tor, which covers all the factors.

If you want to test whether Lets-
Go is something for you, we are of-
fering a one-month trial member-
ship. All you have to pay for is the
distance and time you drive. Sign
up before May 31. M

LetsGo.dk
T
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"Our body is not your property". Demonstrators march through Copenhagen streets for justice for rape victims. The protest was organised after a con-
troversial case, which saw rape charges dismissed against three young men. The 17-year-old victim was intoxicated at the time of the rape, but the court

in Roskilde found the men could not be prosecuted because it could not be proven they had the intention to commit rape, which is required by law.

Rasmus Degnbol
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Europe's grassroots revolutions

Elena Asklof and Peter Laugesen travelled through Europe in search of activists and change makers. They found that concerned citizens across
the political divide are rising to fill the gaps in public services left by the state. They believe anyone can inspire change with a few simple tools

EUROPE is rumbling with discon-
tent. Economies in the south have
yet to fully recover following the
2008 financial crisis. The hardest-
hit group are young people, who
are failing to join a fragile labour
market, while a lack of growth
suppressed wages, and austerity
politics hollowed out public ser-
vices.

This was the backdrop against
which Elena Asklgf and Peter
Laugesen set off across the con-
tinent in 2013 to interview young
people. Their project, Our Europe,
won them the Charlemagne Youth
Prize in 2014 for their coverage of
life as a young person in Europe.

“On both the left and the right
across Europe there is a ‘fuck the
establishment’ attitude - fuck
the older generation, fuck politi-
cians,” Asklgf explains. “We expe-
rienced such an enormous level of
dreaming and desire for change.”

After spending a year holding
talks and seminars about their ex-
periences, they set off again last
September. This time, they went
in search of activists and change
makers - people who were taking
action to address the problems
that their governments were una-
ble, or unwilling, to address.

“There are so many problems
that aren’t being taken serious-
ly. There is a feeling that the old-
er generation looked after itself,
but didn’t hand over a healthy so-
ciety to the young people, so they
cannot be relied upon. That’s why
they feel the need to take action
and create the society they want,”
says Asklgf.

RISING GRASSROOTS

Their four-month trip took them
from Denmark to Istanbul, Ath-
ens, Lesvos, Palermo, Madrid,
Berlin and Amsterdam where they
met protesters, media activists,
eco-village entrepreneurs, and lo-
cal organizers.

They returned with valuable
insight not only into the diversity
of grassroots movements that are
taking shape across Europe - from
volunteer hospitals and universi-

In many
countries, it
is the right
wing that
has taken
on the role
of looking
after the
workers.

PETER LAUGESEN

Words: Peter Stanners

Photos: Rasmus De-
gnbol

ties for refugees to social business-
es - but also into the strategies and
tactics the youth employ to bring
about change.

“We saw a lot of grassroots
movements that have arisen to ad-
dressissues created in countries by
national governments and the EU.
In Greece, for example, health in-
surance is connected to work, so
when you lose your job for two
years, you lose your insurance.
Hospitals are also understaffed, so
a group of activists created Hell-
iniko Medical Center to make sure
people don’t get chronically sick
or die because of the budget cuts.
They want to stop people dying of
austerity,” Laugesen explains.

Images of volunteers helping
refugees ashore on Greek islands
have been published in newspa-
pers around the world. But the as-
sistance doesn’t end there.

“Many Europeans have reacted
to the refugee crisis with the feel-
ing that it can’t be true that ref-
ugees arriving by boat have not
been treated better. So thousands
travelled down to provide the re-
ception the Greek government
should have given them. We visit-
ed a group of people in Berlin who
have started an online university
for refugees, so the newly arrived
Syrians for example, can get an de-
gree and, through that, get better
integrated. It’s another example of
people who aren’t waiting to vote
for the society that they want, they
are actively making it.”

‘While some movements start-
ed with a motivation to fill a gap
left by the state, others offered
a political alternative to the es-
tablishment. In March 2011, the
movement Real Democracy Now!
(jDemocracia Real YA!) was Kick-
started in Spain, leading to the an-
ti-austerity Indignant Movement,
which held protests that drew mil-
lions across the country.

These, in turn, led to the forma-
tion of the political party Podem-
08, which is citizen-driven through
around 1000 assemblies, or ‘cir-
cles’.

“We propose simple but deep

changes: to reclaim democracy,
place politics at the service of peo-
ple and Human Rights, and to be
able to choose the economic mod-
el in which we work and live,” the
party states on its website.

GAINING INFLUENCE

Not all of Asklgf and Laugesen’s
planned stories panned out. In a
visit to a sustainable village in the
mountains outside Athens, they
found a lone man holding down the
fort after the other volunteers left
following a disagreement.

They also had to tread careful-
ly, especially in Greece. There, the
political situation is particular-
ly polarised following the rise of
the far-right political party Golden
Dawn, which sits in both the Greek
and European Parliaments. Left-
wing activists couldn’t understand
why Asklgf and Laugesen would
want to talk to Golden Dawn, and
threatened not to speak to them
if their interview would appear on
the same website as the neo-Na-
zi party’s.

Grassroots activism isn’t a pre-
serve of the left wing, however. In
Nice, they interviewed a man from
Generation Identitaire, a right-
wing youth movement whose goal
is to promote French identity and
cultural values. They oppose both
immigration and globalisation, and
use bold actions to draw attention
to their cause.

“They were incredibly good at
gaining attention,” says Lauges-
en. “They have a clubhouse, pub-
lish a magazine, and host a Eu-
ropean summer school. But they
mostly get influence from actions
like climbing up mosques and un-
furling their banner, or flying their
flag in front of journalists outside
EU institutions. I learned loads
from them. They are disciplined
and dedicated. They aren’t doing it
for fun, it’s serious business. They
think Europe is in danger, that peo-
ple are ‘flooding in’ from abroad,
they see Europe as under inva-
sion. I don’t see it that way, but we
learned from their strategies and
methods.”

LEFT AND RIGHT UNITED

The goal of speaking to groups
such as Generation Identitaire
was primarily to learn about how
they seek influence. Other groups
in Poland and Italy were equally
interested in sharing their tech-
niques, and seemed completely
convinced of their cause.

What they found was that
movements on both the left and
right were motivated by the same
issues, but that their analysis and
conclusions were different.

“The views on the left and
right are surprisingly similar,”
says Asklgf. “They share a cri-
tique of capitalism and consumer-
ism. Geeneration Identitaire feared
that by mixing cultures, we will
lose our identities and the values
that we have in common. Funda-
mentally, they argue that we need
to share something to believe in,
and that once that stops, we sim-
ply become consumers.”

Laugesen added that the left
and right were both critical of the
EU, though they didn’t offer the
same solutions.

“The left-wing party Syriza in
Greece is active in pointing out
all the issues with European coop-
eration, and argues that we need
to create a Europe with more sol-
idarity. The right-wing Nation-
al Front in France is also highly
critical of the EU, but thinks the
solution is to leave the EU com-
pletely. There is also overlap be-
tween young Podemos and Gen-
eration Identitaire supporters,
who both critique the political cor-
ruption in the establishment and
the lack of focus on problems fac-
ing the working class. It shows a
more complex political landscape
than we normally imagine. The
traditional left-right spectrum
has overlaps created by the gen-
erational question and by work-
ing class issues. In many coun-
tries, it is the right wing that has
taken on the role of looking after
the workers.”

THE CASE FOR EUROPE
‘While formally non-political,
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Elena Asklaf and Peter Laugesen from Our Europe.



24

THE MURMUR

Asklgf and Laugesen are Euro-
philes and are concerned by a
lack of historic understanding
about the benefits the EU has
brought Europe, particularly
among the younger generation.

“For a lot young people in
Europe it’s not a valid argu-
ment that the EU provides
peace between nations," says
Asklgf. We have never lived
through war, so a lot of young
people believe that we can have
the same peaceful situation
with out EU.”

Laugesen is also concerned
by parties such as Jobbik in
Hungary that would happily
pull the country out of the EU,
and by the decision in the UK to
hold a referendum on EU mem-
bership in June.

“They promise a better situ-
ation outside of the EU. But it’s
a nationalistic fantasy plucked
out of thin air, with no basis
in reality. That’s what’s inter-
esting about UK Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron, who first
went to great lengths to criti-
cise ‘welfare tourists’ and guest
workers, but when it comes
down to it, he’s enough of a re-
alist to admit the UK is better
offin the EU. If Cameron knows
this, most people must know
it - that we make each other
stronger.”

The crises Europe has faced
in the past decade have only
polarised opinions on cooper-
ation. On the one hand, some
argue that their problems are
directly related to European
cooperation, and that splitting
up would allow nation states
to implement the measures re-
quired to rebuild their econo-
mies and security. Others argue
that the crises are a product of
a lack of integration.

NEW EUROPEAN POLITICS
Either way, it’s undeniable that
the problems facing Europe
are transnational, whether it’s
finding a humane and fair way
to deal with refugees or moving
towards a green energy econo-
my. Asklgf and Laugesen found
that on these issues, in particu-
lar, activists had built strong
international networks to co-
ordinate their efforts.

When the Treaty of Lisbon
came into force in 2009, the

It’s frus-
trating that
there is no
progressive
critique in
favour of
moving the
European
project for-
ward

PETER LAUGESEN

You can’t
just wait
for the
start of the
revolution
to join.

ELENA ASKL@F

EU took a major step toward
becoming more democratic by
giving the European Parlia-
ment more powers. But Euro-
pean politics still hardly fea-
tures in national media, which
are more interested in the af-
fairs of local parliaments. And
when the EU is raised in na-
tional media and parliaments,
the discussion often turns to
the ways in which it limits,
rather than empowers, mem-
ber states.

“It’s frustrating that there
is no progressive critique in
favour of moving the Europe-
an project forward,” bemoans
Laugesen. “The problem is also
that people want to have a sim-
ple position on the EU. But we
don’t have that simple view of
our own parliament, we have a
nuanced view of it. Just because
we are against a law, it doesn’t
make us want to abandon par-
liament.”

Others feel the same way.
In February, former Greek Fi-
nance Minister Yanis Varoufa-
kis launched the Democracy in
Europe Movement 2025 (DiEM
25), whose goal is to reinvigor-
ate the EU as a democratic in-
stitution in a bid to fend off ex-
tremism.

“Today a common bureau-
cracy and a common currency
divide European peoples that
were beginning to unite despite
our different languages and cul-
tures,” states DiIEM’s manifesto.
“A confederacy of myopic poli-
ticians, economically naive of-
ficials and financially incompe-
tent ‘experts’ submit slavishly
to the edicts of financial and in-
dustrial conglomerates, alienat-
ing Europeans and stirring up a
dangerous anti-European back-
lash. Proud peoples are being
turned against each other. Na-
tionalism, extremism and rac-
ism are being re-awakened.”

Laugesen’s optimism for the
project is muted, however.

“If a left-wing and progres-
sive Europe is to succeed, then
DiEMZ25 is needed. But who is
fighting for that in Denmark?
Only one Danish politician, Ras-
mus Nordquist, from political
party The Alternative, was there
for the launch. But he hardly
made a peep about it. We need
someone to carry it forward.”

WE CAN ALL BE ACTIVISTS
Asklgf and Laugesen under-
stand the apathy many feel to-
ward the issues facing society.
Tax evasion and corruption, for
example, are huge issues that
individuals are mostly power-
less to address.

But with the skills they
picked up on their journey,
they now hope to inspire peo-
ple to take a more active role
in shaping the society in which
they live.

“Change is underway, you
just have to know where to
find it,” Asklgf says. “We aren’t
finding it on the streets and at
the barricades only in France
and Macedonia these days. You
can’t just wait for the start of
the revolution to join.”

She adds that it doesn’t
take a huge commitment to
make a change. On Lesbos, in
Greece, they met a large group
of women from Stavanger, Nor-
way, who decided to spend two
weeks on the island as volun-
teers helping refugees. Then
they went home to their every-
day lives.

“Ithink it’s a trend that peo-
ple are taking on democracy as
a value, and becoming co-cre-
ators in the process. It’s bet-
ter than having a large mass of
people doing nothing and an
elite few doing everything. I am
hopeful for a really living socie-
ty where people are increasing-
ly thinking democratically and
politically in what they do.”

Asklgf and Laugesen are in
the process of writing a book
about their experiences and
they continue to tour Den-
mark, holding talks about ac-
tivism and young people in Eu-
rope. They bring with them the
tools and strategies for effect-
ing change that they picked up
during their travels.

“After our presentation,
young Danes can’t say they
don’t know what to do,” says
Laugesen. “If poor, unprivi-
leged and out-of-work Span-
iards can start a revolution
with no resources, then what
can these privileged Danish
kids do with all their resourc-
es, knowledge, money, time
and opportunities? That’s the
mental revolution we are go-
ing for” M
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Rising above the haters

Euroscepticism is being confronted with renewed vigour by Europhile political initiatives that hope to revive and refocus the European

project

EUROPE has always been divid-
ed between those who want to
build walls and those who want
to tear them down, but the two
sides have become even more en-
trenched following the refugee
crisis. The wealth built through
free trade and movement is un-
der threat from calls to reinstate
border controls, while the UK ref-
erendum on membership in June
threatens to completely destabi-
lise the cooperation.

Political party The Alterna-
tive (Alternativet) thinks that the
EU has failed in its primary role
as a peacemaking force. They crit-
icise its passive behaviour and de-
layed reaction to major challeng-
es, and is now calling for change.

In March, the party launched a
new political campaign, ‘We Are
Bigger Than This, to instill hope
in the European project. The
campaign was launched at a sum-
mit at the Danish parliament that
was organised with help from
British think tank Compass and
together with 70 politicians and
individuals from across Europe.

HOPE FOR EUROPE
Alternativet, which was first
elected to Parliament last June,
is known for its novel approach to
politics. In addition to its mani-
festo, the party is guided by six
core values - including humility,
empathy and humour - and devel-
ops its policies through so-called
political laboratories.

So perhaps it wasn’t surpris-
ing that they held the meeting in
‘the Hope room, workshopping
solutions to problems such as the
refugee crisis and climate change.

The initiative, however, is
not merely an intellectual brain-
storming process - it is also a
model for how to rebuild and
strengthen the European com-
munity.

“We must stand together,
think bigger while strengthen-
ing personal leadership, so that
the individual takes responsibil-
ity for communities and for de-
mocracy as a whole, both locally

If we do
not work
together,
we run
the risk
of being
drowned
out by the
voices of
fear that
are un-
dermining
European
coopera-
tion.

MIRKO BUSTO

Hana Hasanbegovic

and across Europe,” says Alterna-
tivet’s leader Uffe Elbak.

British MP for the Greens, Car-
oline Lucas, supports the move-
ment, saying that politicians
“lack the courage to step up” and
share the responsibility of tack-
ling the problems facing Europe.

Italy’s eurosceptic Five Star
Movement was also present at the
meeting.

“To solve the crises we face, it
is very important to make connec-
tions and collaborations across
Europe to exchange ideas,” says
Italian MP Mirko Busto. “If we
do not work together, we run the
risk of being drowned out by the
voices of fear that are undermin-
ing European cooperation.”

ACCOUNTABILITY

Alternativet is not alone in its de-
sire for greater pan-European co-
operation. This year also saw the

o

launch of the Democracy in Eu-
rope Movement 2025 (DiEM25) by
the former Greek finance minis-
ter Yanis Varoufakis. The move-
ment addresses many of the same
issues, but with a greater focus on
increasing the transparency and
accountability of the EU.

This was made clear at the
movement’s launch in Berlin ear-
lier this year, which included Al-
ternativet MP Rasmus Nordqvist
as a keynote speaker, alongside
prominent public figures such as
Varoufakis, Slavoj Zizek, and Ju-
lian Assange.

While a collaboration between
DiEM25 and Alternativet is al-
ready in motion, the two move-
ments have a number of differ-
ences.

DiEM25 is a pragmatic and
well-established operation, with
a thorough manifesto and goals to
be achieved by 2025 regarding mi-

gration, public debt, investments,
banking and poverty.

The same cannot be said of the
‘We Are Bigger Than This’ cam-
paign, which has yet to develop
concrete proposals for reaching
its goals. The rhetoric on the web-
site is even less decisive - “[Eu-
rope is] a continent where sus-
picion melts into trust,” and “we
combine smart brains and warm
hearts.”

Is the campaign running on
empty buzzwords? An Alterna-
tivet representative stated that
its main purpose at the moment
is raising awareness and creating
a debate across Europe.

What both initiatives have in
common, however, is a wish to
strengthen the EU. The question
is whether the movement can gain
more momentum than the forces
that would happily pull it apart. M
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Former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis, founder of the Democracy in Europe Movement 2025.
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A new narrative of transnational adoption

Uprooting children from a foreign culture to start a new life in Denmark can be fraught with difficulty. Adoptees and experts reflect
on the history of transnational adoption and offer their views on how to ease tensions and create a more inclusive society for children
brought up in Denmark with complicated cultural ties

WHEN YOU ADOPT, you save a
child’s life. At least, that’s the nar-
rative we are used to - children
who would otherwise live in or-
phanages are given the security a
family offers.

But it’s more complicated than
that. Adoptees and experts in Den-
mark are increasingly coming for-
ward to share experiences that chal-
lenge the prevailing wisdom that
transnational adoption is a win-win
for children and parents alike.

“Taking a child, removing it
from everything it knows, and
placing it with a couple that
doesn’t look like that child, doesn’t
smell like that child, doesn’t talk
like that child, is an extreme trau-
ma,” says Yong Sun Gullach, chair-
woman of the Forum for Adop-
tion Politics (Adoptionspolitisk
Forum).

Beyond the psychological is-
sues, transnational adoption is un-
der scrutiny on a number of fronts.
Adoption agencies have been ac-
cused of corruption and document
forgery, and developing countries
are increasingly tightening adop-
tion regulations. As a result, the
number of transnational adop-
tions to Denmark has dropped
rapidly in recent years, from 527
in 2004 to only 124 in 2014.

The old narrative, that trans-
national adoption benefits every-
one, is under major pressure to
make way for a more nuanced un-
derstanding of the complexity of
transplanting a child from a for-
eign culture into a Danish family.

SPEAKING UP

Gullach participated in the formal
foundation of Adoptionspolitisk
Forum in 2018 to give adoptees a
critical voice and to create a space
where they can collaborate to ad-
vocate for their rights. Gullach’s
aim is that these initiatives will
lead to change in what she per-
ceives to be a stagnant adoption
system built on a religious and
colonial narrative and structure.
She points out that the majority of
countries that are open to transna-

It is as
though
through
adoption,
the race
and the
original
culture of
the child
is negated,
their past
erased.

YONG SUN
GULLACH
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tional adoption are those that have
previously been colonised.

The flow of children from devel-
oping to developed countries fos-
ters a ‘saviour mentality, she ar-
gues, in which we are framed to
believe the child is being offered a
better life. This approach persists
in Denmark, she argues, under the
guise of ‘integration’. Adopters are
not encouraged to embrace their
child’s heritage. Instead, the child
is expected to explore it on their
own as an adult.

“It is as though through adop-
tion, the race and the original cul-
ture of the child is negated, their
past erased. The child is now in
Denmark and therefore Danish, re-
gardless of their country of origin,”
Gullach says, adding that there is a
need to address the trauma these
children often feel.

“We cannot talk openly about
the challenges that we are expe-
riencing mentally, or talk about
needing psychological help, with-
out being framed as too sick to be
able to have a voice, or to judge
what is best to happen to us. Adop-
tees might be more likely to seek
psychological help but that doesn’t
mean we are sicker than others, we
are just reacting naturally to a very
unnatural situation.”

According to a 2018 report pub-
lished in the journal Pediatrics,
adopted children are four times
more likely to commit suicide
than non-adopted children. A 2010
study based on the Danish Adop-
tion Register revealed that Dan-
ish adoptees have higher mortality
rates than the general population.
The most common cause of death
was alcohol-related.

ADOPTION BUSINESS
According to Gullach, adoption has
also been historically framed as a
class issue, one in which children
were taken from lower-class fam-
ilies and raised by families with
more money and thus greater re-
sources.

But the question is whether the
transnational adoption business is

responding to a supply of orphaned
and needy children, or whether it is
actually creating demand.

According to UNICEF, while
there are around 132 million chil-
dren around the world that are
classified as orphans, only 18 mil-
lion have lost both parents. The or-
ganisation states that the vast ma-
jority of orphans are living with a
surviving parent, grandparent, or
other family member, and that 95
per cent of all orphans are over the
age of five.

“The number of children eligible
for adoption does not correspond
to the demands from the western
world. Transnational adoption is,
therefore, an industry creating a
market that is unfortunately pri-
marily regulated by demand and
financial gain,” says Gullach, who
adds that countries that open up
adoption to international adopters
see an increase in the number of or-
phanages.

In Denmark, there is only one
company today that deals with
transnational adoptions: Danish In-
ternational Adoptions (DIA). Gul-
lach argues that the privatisation of
adoption and the demand for chil-
drenin adopted countries has creat-
ed a situation that is ripe for abuse.
Parents become persuaded into giv-
ing up their children for adoption,
despite being able to support them,
by promising them continued con-
tact. Cases of stolen children have
emerged. Gullach cites the example
of police officers in Ethiopia who
were paid to claim that they person-
ally found a child in order to ease
the transnational adoption.

“I know about irregularities in
the papers, falsifications of death
certificates, certain members of the
original families have not been in-
formed about their rights, original
families have been lied to, and chil-
dren have been stolen - taken away
on false premises, and stolen.”

In 2015, Politiken newspaper re-
ported that a Danish couple had to
return their adopted child to Kenya
after spending five months with the
child in Nairobi. The girl’s mother

had come forward and claimed that
her daughter and gone missing dur-
ing a bus ride the year before.

BETTER PREPARATION

For Danes who go through with in-
ternational adoptions, the learn-
ing curve can be steep. Sofie and
her husband adopted their son
from Ethiopia during a time when
adoptions from the country were
still legal and far more common.
She asked to be interviewed anon-
ymously, having grown tired of the
public’s increasingly judgemen-
tal and often negative outlook to-
wards adoption.

Sofie was quick to emphasise
that adoption, in her view, should
not primarily serve parents who
can’t have children, but children
who do not have any other options.

“We should not use adoption to
get children to parents who can’t
have children, we should use adop-
tion to get parents to children who
have no other options wherever
they are.”

Sofie and her son often talk
about his Ethiopian heritage, but
he has so far declined to join an
Ethiopian adoption group. They
have also talked about returning to
Ethiopia with their son and while
he has expressed desire to do so in
the future, as of now he is more in-
terested in travelling to the same
vacation destinations as his peers.
He does bring up his birth parents,
however.

“We say that he has one set of
parents who made him, but we are
the parents who are here, the ones
whom he sleeps next to everynight,
and who comfort him when he’s
in bed. He’s just got two sets and
that’s how it is.”

‘While she says her son appears
to have settled well into life in Den-
mark, she knows of other families
that have struggled. The adoption
agency did provide courses to pre-
pare parents, but Sofie thinks they
could have been more thorough.

She also criticised the thorough-
ness of the background checks car-
ried out by the adoption agency.

It should
be part of
clearing a
child for
adoption
that you
make 100%
sure that
you have
found as
much infor-
mation as
possible.

SOFIE

She and her husband noticed some
gaps in their son’s files and felt
compelled to hire a private inves-
tigator to look into his past. The
investigator confirmed that while
the information provided by the
agency was correct, they had failed
to deliver the full story.

“I find it odd that the adoption
agencies are not better at looking
into the stories of the children, be-
cause they could have done that
as easily as we could. It should be
part of clearing a child for adop-
tion that you make 100% sure that
you have found as much informa-
tion as possible.”

As difficult as the process may
have been, Sofie is so happy to have
her son, and says the joy is im-
measurable. When asked what her
son has brought to her life, she re-
plies, “happiness and hard work.”
She laughs heartily and then adds,
“Just like what any parent would
say.” She pauses before reiterat-
ing, her voice clear with pride,
“We really think that we have the
world’s greatest little boy.”

SEEKING ROOTS

Sofie’s son is still young, but a
whole generation of transnational
adoptees have entered adulthood
and are starting to speak out.

Among them is Mija Byung.
A graduate of the Royal Danish
Academy of Fine Arts, she is now
head of architecture and construc-
tion for the organisation Turning
Tables, which gives marginalised
and minority youth the opportuni-
ty to create music.

Her job is fitting, given that
Byung grew up as one of only a cou-
ple of non-white Danesin her small
hometown.

“As I started growing up, the
kids around me also starting grow-
ing up and I began to notice the dif-
ferences between me and them. My
parents would never ever under-
stand this experience, of being sin-
gled out, of racism. They would nev-
er know what prejudice feels like.
In that way you are actually very
alone as an adoptive kid, because
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you can’t mirror yourself in your
parents. They don’t understand
that part of being a minority.”

Byung felt encouraged to inte-
grate into white society without
reference to or discussion of her
South Korean roots. This nega-
tion of her heritage meant, how-
ever, that every time someone ob-
served that she was different, it
felt like an attack. She perceived
her background as something to
be ashamed of. It made her feel
vulnerable.

““You’re so Danish, I don’t even
think about it. I never even think
about how you’re Korean’” says
Byung, imitating comments she has
heard more times than she can count.

“That they want you to be so
white, so Danish, that you can’t
even be Asian.”

CONNECTING

Byung returned to South Korea
two years ago for the first time
since her adoption, in part, to re-
claim her self and her identity.

“IFor the first time in my life, I
was able to blend in, which was the
weirdest feeling but so relaxing -
to arrive in the middle of Seoul and
to be like everyone else,” she says,
adding that she was worried about
what her parents felt during her
trip to South Korea - especially
after her father’s reply to an email
she sent upon arriving.

“My dad answered very briefly
in the e-mail, ‘Okay, good to hear,
I hope that you’re coming back to
Denmark’. There were so many feel-
ings in that sentence. I realised that
maybe they were both scared as shit,
and that me going back to Korea
made them reflect, maybe for the
first time, about me being Korean.”

Byung believes that there needs
to be a new approach to the adop-
tion narrative starting from the
moment a child arrives.

“I think there is this whole fairy
tale that an airplane delivers a ba-
by to the couple and they are go-
ing to be happy forever now. It is
like that baby drops into the air-
port and life just starts there. But
that’s not true. Life has already
happened. And a lot of people got
hurt already. A lot of painful de-
cisions have already been made.”

She adds that adopters and
adoptees also need to challenge
the narrative that transnational
adoption is about salvation.

“Growing up, I was often con-
fronted by people who said, ‘Aren’t
you happy that you got adopted

Mija Bjung.

We can

go out

as adults
and tell
our truths
around
our experi-
ences as
adopted
people in
this coun-
try and
insist we
be listened
to.

MIJA BJUNG

ALIS

ol i Tujy

into this country instead of grow-
ing up in Korea? People had this
whole idea that Korea was just a
third world country and I had been
saved. It’s the weirdest question,
because I had absolutely no say in
the matter, so I will never ever say
‘oh yes, I am so grateful that some-

"

body saved me’.

A BETTER WORLD?
Lene Myong is an adoption schol-
ar at the University of Aarhus and
member of Teenketanken Adoption
(Think Tank Adoption). Lately, her
research has focused on represen-
tations of transnational adoption
in Danish newspaper reporting.

“Transnational adoption was
never implemented top-down or in-
troduced by Danish governments.
It was, first and foremost, promot-
ed by adopter activists who want-
ed to create a better world but also
to meet a growing need for adopta-
ble children in Denmark.”

According to Myong, ‘res-
cue narratives’ continue to in-
form dominant understandings of
transnational adoption, but these
narratives have also changed over
the years.

“In newspaper reports of the
1960s, adoptions of Afro-German

children were often framed as an
act that 'rescued' children from a
racist post-Nazi society, but when
the Danish adoption agencies
turned their attention to countries
in the Global South, the rescue
narratives changed. Adoption was
seen as an opportunity to rescue
children from poverty, a life lived
in institutions and without a lov-
ing family. This understanding of
adoption is still prevalent today.”

While adoptees such as Byung
try and forge a new narrative about
adoption, Myong says adoption cri-
tique and adoptee activism have
a long history in Denmark, going
back to at least the 1980s, when
adoptees began to question the
difficulty of accessing information
about their history.

“In recent years, we have seen
a growing political mobilization
among transnational adoptees.
The related questions of assimila-
tion and racism have been central
to this movement, as the majori-
ty of adoptees of colour have been
raised in white families and in ra-
cial isolation from other minori-
ties. Adoption has been seen as an
act of anti-racism, but I think we
need to consider adoption as the
effect of racism”

ADVICE

Gullach wants transnational
adoption to be restricted to fol-
low the guidelines set by the UN’s
convention of the right of the
child. This means that it should
only be a possibility as an abso-
lute last resort and that the child
would always have a right to know
their origin and maintain contact
with their original culture. Conse-
quently, she has one piece of ad-
vice for Danes considering it.

“My advice to couples that want
to adopt transnationally is that
they should never adopt from a
country where they can’t imagine
getting married to one of the citi-
zens, learning the language, could
experience or imagine living in
the country. If you can’t imag-
ine those three things, then don’t
adopt from this country. When
you have chosen a country - learn
the language, live there for a while
- in short: educate yourself about
what you are about to do.”

Byung says her trip to South
Korea was an emotional eye-open-
er that reaffirmed her need to open
up more dialogue about transna-
tional adoption and the impact it
has on children who start new lives
in Denmark. She would also like to
see adopters encourage their chil-
dren to be proud of their heritage.

“I remember thinking that I
shouldn’t ask too many questions
about where I am from because I
didn’t want to hurt my parents’
feelings. But fuck that. The par-
ents are the grown-ups who chose
to adopt a kid, and they should
open all those conversations. It
should not be taboo. Take pride
in that baby’s heritage, in their
roots and their culture. It might
make the kid not feel so alone if
the adopted parents own their
kid’s culture too.”

She adds that a new narra-
tive about transnational adoption
needs to start with adoptees open-
ing up the conversation.

“That’s how I see it. We can go
out as adults and tell our truths
around our experiences as adopt-
ed people in this country and in-
sist we be listened to. Of course we
should be listened to - we experi-
enced it first hand. But the system
isn’t actually taking it seriously.
‘We are still looked at as the adopt-
ed children - we are always some-
one’s children. We need to break
down the taboos. We’re grown-ups
now. We need to say stuff even if it
hurts people.” M



THE MURMUR

29

BRANDED CONTENT

This summer, Copenhagen International School (CIS) once again
opens its doors to interested children of all nationalities for our Sum-
mer School Program. This is the perfect opportunity for children to
experience an international learning environment in the largest and
oldest international school in Denmark. English language proficien-
cy is not required.

The program will run for three weeks from Monday, June 20 through
Friday, July 8. 2016. Children are welcome to join for one or more
weeks as it fits with their current school’s holiday start. We offer }
day programs until 11:45 or full day programs until 15:00 depending
on the class and mix of classes. The Summer Program for the young-
er students (Age 4 - 7) is only a full day program.

Through differentiated activities, the summer school program as-
sures developmentally-appropriate practice to accommodate all
learners. The program is an excellent opportunity for children to en-
gage in exciting and fun learning activities to further stimulate their
language and social skills. The early childhood summer program is
based on the PYP curriculum and is open to all students aged 4-7.
The daily schedule will include music, drama, physical movement, eu-
rhythmics, and art. The focus is to provide a wide range of language-
building activities in a positive, play-based setting. Your child will
enjoy exploring the many interesting learning experiences. Space
is limited so please sign up quickly to secure a spot for your child.

Cheerleading, Chess, Art, Dance, Danish Immersion, Drama, EAL
(English as an Additional Language), Basketball, Drum Troupe, Fun
and Games, Introduction to French.

Each activity lasts for one week, and they are not building on
each other for a continuum so children can join any week. There are
morning and afternoon activities that can be combined for a full day.
Some activities are full day for the students to enjoy getting com-
pletely engaged in the “universe” of Dance, Drama, Art, EAL, Dan-
ish immersion or French.

Children can bring their own lunch or enjoy healthy general or ve-
gan packed lunches from our own cafeteria.

Cheerleading, Chess, Art, Danish Immersion, Drama, EAL (English
as an Additional Language), Basketball Clinic, Drum Troupe, Intro-
duction to France and French, Introduction to Mandarin, Manga and
Street Art, Public Speaking, Radio Journalism, Rube Goldberg Ma-
chine, Science Club and Teen Camp ete.

The program for the 11 - 15 year old offers a great deal of variety.
‘We are very excited to offer two new additions to the program: Man-
darin and the course on the Rube Goldberg Machine. These classes
are full day sessions.

In the Mandarin class students will be introduced to the Chinese
language through role play, dialogues and games, and learn self-in-
troduction. We will also spend some time on Chinese culture intro-
duced through lectures and practical experience which includes tast-
ing Chinese tea, etc.

The world of Rube Goldberg is fascinating and we look forward
to all the fantastic inventions the students will make from recycla-
ble parts.

Basketball is always popular so please sign up early. The students
will enjoy the facilities of our great gym with an experienced coach.

This is a great opportunity for Danish as well as foreign students
to experience the atmosphere of the country's largest international
school. Last year, we welcomed students from more than 30 different
countries, with varying levels of English competency. We have assem-
bled a group of highly qualified and enthusiastic teachers and they
have the most modern technology at their disposal. In addition to
the dynamic and exciting activities, one of the greatest results of the
programs are the international friendships that students make here.

Visit the school’s web site www.cis.dk and click on “Student Life” for all in-
formation regarding the Summer School.

If you have any questions, please contact us at summer@cis.dk
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Istedgade, in Copenhagen'’s Vesterbro district, has a long history as the city's main red light district.

Migrant sex workers are overrepresented as victims of trafficking, says a legal aid lav
Groes-Green argues that we’re trying to explain aw:

IT’'S NO SECRET that Copenhagen’s
trendy Vesterbro neighbourhood
doubles as a prominent red-light
district. Take a late night saun-
ter, and you’re likely to encounter
sex workers lingering on certain
streets, occupying an increasing-
ly shrinking beat around the quar-
ter’s eastern end. Most are women,
and many are migrants to Den-
mark from African countries.
But unlike their openly dis-
played trade, we rarely hear these
women’s voices articulated in the
public arena, leaving a blank can-
vas onto which different back-sto-
ries are projected. They’re often
assumed to be trafficking victims.

The spin on sex work

Lena Rutkowski

In March, a flurry of opinion piec-
es in the Danish media present-
ed competing narratives about
sex workers, with one opinion col-
umn contending that many of these
women are actually strong and fi-
nancially self-sufficient.

The debate on how to improve
conditions for the sex workers is
just as polarised. Last year, Am-
nesty International came out in
support of the decriminalisation
of prostitution, arguing that sex
workers would be better protected.
Opponents push for a variation on
the ‘Nordic Model’, which criminal-
ises the purchase, but not the sale,
of sex. The policy has been adopted

to differing degrees across the Nor-
dic countries, but not in Denmark,
where both the sale and purchase
of sex are legal.

These conflicting accounts re-
veal how little the city knows about
the migrant sex workers occupying
its streets or about how to best se-
cure their rights and welfare.

COMPETING VISIONS
When Vesterbro resident Siddik
Lausten looks out of his window
at the exchanges between “white
men and African women,” he sees
the exploitative legacy of colonial-
ism at work.

“[The customer] stands like an

er. Meanwhile, associate professor Christian
y prostitution to deal with our discomfort about global inequality

old colonial master who has the
right to buy the poor, black wom-
an and make her his slave for a
little while,” wrote Lausten in an
op-ed for Politiken newspaper in
March.

The commentary drew both crit-
icism and praise from social work-
ers in Vesterbro. One responder
was Kira West, director of Reden
International and Reden Kgben-
havn, organisations that provide
support to migrant sex workers.
She penned a column thanking
Lausten for drawing attention to
the issue of the sex workers’ wel-
fare, before making a case for in-
creased support for the women, in
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particular for extra funding for
trafficking victims.

In aninterview in Politiken ear-
lier in the month, West and anoth-
er support organisation, Hope-
Now, asserted that the increasing
numbers of sex workers soliciting
in the area was forcing women to
lower their prices and standards,
while also pushing them further
into the city.

However, Laustsen was chal-
lenged in another op-ed penned
by lawyer Maja Lgvbjerg Hansen
from Gadejuristerne (The Street
Lawyers), an organisation that
provides legal aid to sex workers.

“If Siddik Lausten moved away
from the window and actually
came down to talk to the women,
he would get a different picture,”
read the response to Politiken.

“African sex workers in Vester-
bro are independent, strong and
incredibly self-aware.”

TRAFFICKING MYTHS
It’s a perspective rarely men-
tioned in discussions about sex
workers, particularly migrants.
I called Lgvbjerg Hansen to ask
whether it’s true that an oversup-
ply of sex for sale is adversely af-
fecting the workers. She’s scepti-
cal, because she says that some
journalists have refused to quote
her perspective - which is that the
numbers aren’t increasing at all.
“The numbers fluctuate with

We feel like
we need a
reason for
why wom-
en go into
sex work,
to justify it
and say it’s
not their
fault.

MAJA LOVBJERG
HANSEN

the seasons, and the media has
been reporting that the price has
been dropping since 2006. Every
time there is a chance to say pric-
es are down and numbers are up or
that the women on the street are
getting younger, you read about
it,” says the lawyer, who says that
resource allocation is a motivation
for non-profits to skew the facts.

“It’s a race to the bottom to tell
the most dramatic story for atten-
tion and money.”

Lgvbjerg Hansen argues that lo-
cal non-profits also overrepresent
the number of women who are vic-
tims of human trafficking, seduced
to Denmark under false pretences,
and then forced into sex work by
the pimps who exploit them. This is
because support for trafficked vic-
tims secures more funding she says.

While the lawyer sympathises
with non-profits’ struggle for fund-
ing, she believes these organisa-
tions have an obligation to repre-
sent the whole truth.

“I could easily tell you a story
about women who have made shit-
loads of money, and paid off their
debts within ten months. Of mi-
grant women who have degrees and
have opted to go into sex work be-
cause they cannot find other sus-
tainable work here - because that
happens too. But it wouldn’t be the
whole picture.”

She says the myths take the fo-
cus away from the immediate chal-

lenges facing the sex workers.

“I am not saying these women’s
lives are fabulous, or that this is
the work that they would choose if
they had a variety of options. But
I wish that we could look at reali-
ty and accept the real horror in the
issues facing these women in terms
of legal status, worker’s rights, the
threat of deportation if they’re
caught up in random police sweeps,
or their health. Isn’t there horror
enough in that?”

EXPLAINING STIGMA AWAY
Christian Groes-Green, associate
professor at the Department of
Culture and Identity at Roskilde
University, researches the migra-
tion of sex workers. He agrees that
the conversation about sex work-
ersis highly politicised - and that it
can be about more than securing re-
sources. He says that the stigma at-
tached to sex work is so prevalent
that it needs to be framed in terms
of extreme victimhood to be made
palatable to the public.

“We live in a welfare state, we
are highly individualised, and we
think about sex as a kind of ho-
ly act. So we have a hard time un-
derstanding why women would mi-
grate to undertake sex work, other
than as trafficked victims.”

Groes-Green also points out
that politicians feel compelled to
reduce the reality to easily digesti-
ble concepts with strong emotion-

al resonance. Meanwhile, the wom-
en themselves may have an interest
in being identified as trafficked, as
they are more likely to obtain asy-
lum if they face deportation.
Lgvbjerg Hansen agrees that
conjuring up images of trafficked
women is a strategy to wash away
the stigma attached to sex work,
garnering more public sympathy.
“Being a sex worker is the ulti-
mate undignified status. As a socie-
ty, we feel like we need a reason for
why women go into sex work, to jus-
tify it and say it’s not their fault.”

REDEN: INCREASING NUMBERS
West, from Reden, agrees with
Lgvbjerg Hansen that the num-
bers of sex workers on the street
can change on a seasonal basis.
She has seen increasing numbers
of women frequenting Natcaféen
(The Night Café), a refuge space of-
fered by Reden.

“We’re seeing up to 100 wom-
en in the night café since the new
year. In the past, there were around
30 per night, which increased to 65
women in 2015.”

‘West draws on Reden’s 14-years-
experience supporting migrant sex
workers to point out that she has
observed a general worsening of
conditions in the trade.

“We have generally seen that
there are too few customers rela-
tive to sex workers, which is why
I suggested to Politiken that it

joqubaqg snwisey
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would logically follow that wom-
en are forced to lower their prices,
because at the end of the day, they
must earn the money, for whatev-
er reason.”

She also says that the organi-
sation has seen migrant sex work-
ers seeking out customers beyond
Vesterbro’s borders, in neigh-
bourhoods such as Frederiks-
berg, Sydhavn, Ngrrebro and the
city centre. “The police have been
calling us to ask why this is hap-
pening.”

‘West points out that ‘traffick-
ing' is a broad spectrum. Accord-
ing to the director, the reality of
migration from developing coun-
tries means that most sex work-
ers are, to some degree, in debt
to smugglers regardless of wheth-
er they freely elected to come to
Europe.

“Many of them owe money to
a pimp because they were trans-
ported, and therefore they feel
threatened.”

However, West does concede
that much of the media report-
age of sex workers is sensational-
ised. She says that when she was
last interviewed for a newspaper,
she primarily focused on discuss-
ing long-term solutions to improve
conditions for the women. Her
points didn't make the final edit.

We don’t
want

to have
deeper
conversa-
tions about
migration
caused by
global ine-
quality. It’s
not a ‘sexy’
agenda.

CHRISTIAN
GROES-GREEN

“It is clearly not a very nuanced
image. The issue gets sexed up, and
journalists always want to take dra-
matic photos of red lights. We are
tired of it, too. At the same time,
it’s difficult for journalists to just
o out and get a proper story from
these women, as you need to first
build up trust and rapport over a
long period. It’s not that simple.”

‘West says that’s why it’s difficult
to tap into the complexity of the sex
workers’ situations.

“I agree that these women are
strong. You have to be to live that
kind of life. And when you meet
them on the street, they seem
pushyand brave. But when we meet
them in the context of health clin-
ics, and talk with them for months
and years, we get a different picture
of their vulnerabilities and the very
real risks they face.”

A MIGRATION ISSUE
Groes-Green agrees that there
are usually elements of structur-
al coercion at play, irrespective of
whether the women were officially
trafficked. Factors such as pover-
ty and family pressure can compel
women - possibly forcefully - to
migrate and ultimately end up in
sex work.

He says that many women face
the choice between harsh, physical

labour and entrenched poverty at
home, or sex work abroad where
they can quickly pay off their mi-
gration loans and begin to support
family members.

However, the associate profes-
sor believes that these broader so-
cial implications are lost when the
conversation simplifies sex work-
ers as victims of trafficking. It’s
easier, he says, to blame the pimps.

“We don’t want to have deep-
er conversations about migration
caused by global inequality. It’s not
a ‘sexy’ agenda.”

Furthermore, Groes-Green ar-
gcues that as a society, we're quick
to connect migrant sex workers
with exploitation, because gender
stereotypes mean we assume mi-
grant men relocate of their own free
will, but we do not automatically
ascribe the same degree of agency
to migrant women.

“The panic around the exploi-
tation of women migrating from
poorer countries to Europe ech-
oes the panic around women from
Europe who migrated to Russia or
the US in the early twentieth cen-
tury,” he says.

“In both periods, we have failed
to understand that these women
don’t primarily migrate because
they are forced by pimps, or the sex
industry, but more often because

they are forced by circumstances
and inequality.”

The associate professor also be-
lieves this reality is being obscured
by binary debates about whether
the women are victims, or strong
and independent.

“These women’s lives are con-
ceived of as a journey from idyl-
lic rural lives to terrible exploi-
tation in Denmark. By the same
token, you can’t just see the wom-
en as powerful and individualistic,
because they are subject to struc-
tural limitations and forces beyond
their control.”

Lgvbjerg Hansen is quick to
say that she is not romanticising
sex work. Lausten’s column, she
argues, was problematic because
it invoked these old assumptions
about migrant women as weak and
men as powerful, without factoring
in the autonomy some sex workers
have to make choices within their
extremely limited circumstances.

“People have criticised me for
calling these women strong. But
what is the definition of ‘strong’,
anyway? How can we judge it by
our own privileged standards?
These women are making the most
of what little they can. That is
strong.” M

joqubag snwsey
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JOIN US

Partnerships / Advertising

We launched The Murmur in June 2014 with the
mission of providing high-quality English-language
journalism to the international and Danish communities
in Denmark. In November 2014 our work was rewarded
with a 1.1 million kroner grant from the Ministry of
Culture. We are now distributed in over 350 locations
across Denmark and continue to add new locations
every month.

English-language media is important for Denmark. It
brings together Danes and internationals and invites
debate and dialogue far beyond Denmark's borders.
In-depth reporting about Denmark helps new arrivals
find their feet by providing context and nuance to
the daily news stream. Danes benefit too, by learning
about their country from an alternative perspective. In
short, we believe we make Denmark richer.

But to maximise our potential we need to grow. We
want to make podcasts and videos. We want to send
reporters to all corners of the country to uncover the
true state of Denmark. We want to stay free. All this
costs money.

We are looking for partners to invest and grow
our platform for quality and insightful journalism
about Denmark. We are open to a range of different
partnerships, from free newspapers delivered directly
to your business to sponsored content and advertising.

We believe these partnerships will both enable The
Murmur to fulfil its mission, while also strengthening
your presence by increasing your reach to our thousands
of monthly readers.

To find out what we can offer you, please send us an
email:

partners@murmur.dk

Thank you for your support.
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The sound of subtitles

Podcasts may be a global phenomenon, but British radio producer Eleanor McDowall thinks it’s
a pity that she can only listen to audio in English. So she began a project subtitling radio from

around the world, especially Denmark
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ou can watch a subti-
tled film, read a trans-
lated book, or paste
an article into Goog-
le Translate and re-
ceive some awkward-
ly phrased sentences
in return. But unless you understand the lan-
guage in which it was produced, there’s really
no point in listening to a podcast.

A form of ‘radio on demand’, podcasting has
risen from fringe digital entertainment to glob-
al cultural phenomenon over the past decade.
Podcast apps on our smartphones tap into the
needs of an eternally busy generation, allowing
us to download podcasts wherever we are and
be entertained or informed on-the-go.

Podcasts are now almost as diverse as cin-
ema or television, ranging from scrappy, ama-
teur interviews recorded with a smartphone
to highly stylised productions. But the pod-
casts that go viral - and the ones dominating
the iTunes charts - all tend to be in the Eng-
lish language. US cult podcast Serial racked
up 50 million downloads with its second sea-
son this year.

For radio producer Eleanor McDowall, who
produces the award-nominated documentary
series ‘Short Cuts’ for BBC Radio 4 in the UK,
it means podcast culture is becoming a one-sid-
ed conversation.

TRANSPORTING LISTENERS

“We have a conversation about story-telling
and radio that is so dominated by the English-
speaking world,” says McDowall when we meet
in a cosy arthouse cinema in downtown Copen-
hagen. She’s slightly flushed after presenting a
talk in the theatre. Despite working in radio,
the soft-spoken producer confesses to a “com-
plete terror” of her own voice.

Last month, the Londoner visited Den-
mark for Kgbenhavns Radiobiograf Festival
(Copenhagen Radiocinema Festival), which in-
vited international radio producers to ‘screen’
their favourite audio samples at Copenhagen
cinemas and discuss the future of radio and
podcasts.

McDowall is fascinated with audio experi-
mentation and pushing radio to its outer lim-
its. Her lecture focused on audio’s capacity to
stimulate the body and invoke visceral reac-
tions - such as cringing, crippling fear, or nau-
sea. McDowall opened the event by switching
off the cinema lights and broadcasting an audio
clip about pleasuring yourself in public bath-
rooms - complete with sound effects. Sudden-
ly, the audience was plunged into an oppressive
darkness, collectively listening to the tell-tale
sounds of someone masturbating. We shift-
ed uncomfortably in our seats, unable to es-
cape the awkwardness. When the lights came
on, some were blushing. McDowall smiled, her
point proven.

As a podcast connoisseur, however, the pro-
ducer is also concerned with breaking through
other kinds of boundaries - linguistic ones.

Last year, McDowall launched ‘Radio Atlas’,
a one-woman project that subtitles audio from
around the world into English. In her spare

time, the producer transforms radio documen-
taries, dramas, and sound art into miniature
subtitled films. The only visuals are the subti-
tles, as McDowall doesn’t want imagery to dis-
tract from the experience of listening.

Converting endless pages of transcripts into
subtitles is a painstaking effort. One 30-minute
audio piece can take McDowall twelve hours to
subtitle, which is why Radio Atlas’ website of-
fers only a handful of curated audio clips.

“It’s certainly a labour of love,” says McDow-
all. But she’s committed to seeing the podcast
scene become more accessible and democrat-
ic. Otherwise, she says, we’ll never know what
we’re missing out on.

DANISH TO ENGLISH

Of the seven podcast episodes available on Ra-
dio Atlas, five hail from the Nordic region, and
three are in Danish. McDowall says the pro-
ject was partly inspired by a prior visit to Co-
penhagen for a documentary festival that left
her dying to dive into the radio documentary
scene and frustrated with the language barri-
ers that prevented her.

‘When it comes to audio content, Denmark
is certainly making interesting strides. There’s
Third Ear, a multi-layered audio magazine
which McDowall says she’s long ached to ac-
cess, and which currently offers only one Eng-
lish-language episode.

Danes loved the podcast Album so much
they crowd-funded a third season to hear the
hosts spend episode after episode dissecting
individual records in the vein of a drunken
pub argument.

McDowall also swears by Danish radio pro-
ducer Rikke Houd, whose documentary Leaps
and Dunes evokes the experience of teetering
on the cusp of adulthood, and appears subti-
tled on Radio Atlas.

The problem is that only Danish speak-
ers can enjoy the country’s unique audio land-
scape.

“The Danish stuff I have heard, I have loved,
and I wish I could recommend it to people back
home in the UK to show how exciting and in-
teresting it is,” says the producer.

UNCHALLENGED EARS

Far from just missing out, however, McDo-
wall believes that saturation of English-lan-
guage content could cause the podcasting gen-
re to stagnate.

“You’re constructing this slightly surreal au-
dio space, which strips visual prejudices away -
it’s a wonderful way to tap into someone’s head
without prejudice. But because UK, Australian
and North American content is penetrating the
podcast charts, nothing is coming back to chal-
lenge our production assumptions and pushing
us to experiment,” she says.

She points out that the iconic US radio pro-
gramme This American Life, which broadcasts
on public radio and produced the smash-hit Se-
rial, is now so ubiquitous that radio producers
fail to look further afield for inspiration.

“I personally love This American Life, but
newer podcasts are often ripping off its story-
telling style - minus its journalistic element or

It would be
a nightmare
if everyone
thought that
the only way
to do a pod-
cast would
be to do it in
English.

Lena Rutkowski

public service mandate. They just take some in-
terviews and overlay it with some music, and sud-
denly that’s a podcast. We don’t get the sense that
there are other ways to tell audio stories, for ex-
ample by using non-linear narratives.”

Much like international musicians who sing in
English in order to access more listeners, McDo-
wall fears that radio producers will feel forced to
take the same approach with their podcasts, and
other documentary traditions will be lost.

“It would be a nightmare if everyone thought
that the only way to do a podcast would be to do
it in English. Producers might start ruling out con-
tributors and stories if interview subjects don’t
speak English.”

PERFECT TIMING

McDowall’s method of subtitling almost feels like
an art form unto itself. She takes great pains to en-
sure that the words appearing on the screen match
the speaker’s delivery.

“You’re never going to replicate the experience
of understanding an Icelandic radio documentary
without speaking Icelandic. But the subtitles can
convey the tone and delivery of the words in that
language - by pausing when there’s a pregnant
pause in the audio, for example. Or making sure
the subtitles never ruin the punchline of a joke.”

In McDowall’s subtitled audio-films, fragment-
ed sentences seem to dance across the screen to
the beat of the spoken language. One radio doc-
umentary explores memory and nostalgia, so Mc-
Dowall chose to have the words fade in and out
slowly, to match the transition of the speaker into
different emotional spaces. In contrast, functional
dialogue hits the screen fast.

“The experience of watching it should mirror
the experience of listening. That way, the listener
can get a feel for the musicality and poetry of the
language, and how long it takes to express ideas
in that tongue.”

But armed with only her transcript in hand and
going by audio cues, McDowall says the process of
guessing what word should go where, and when,
can sometimes be a stab in the dark.

“Making the Icelandic podcast was a nightmare
because Icelandic words are much longer than
English ones. I kept inserting sentences and then
saying, ‘hang on, that can’t be right...”

I ask whether the experience has transformed
her into a polyglot. McDowall laughs.

“I have a terrible ear for learning to speak lan-
guages! But immediately after I finish something, I
do feel a bit like I can speak it afterward, I definite-
ly felt like I almost spoke Finnish once. But now
the only word I remember is the Finnish word for
‘black’ because they kept describing a black road.”

‘When I ask about the future of the project,
McDowall jokes that Radio Atlas will soon been
staffed by 100 people. But for the moment, the
handful of clips she can produce in her spare time
is one of the only ways listeners can access inter-
national radio content.

McDowall says the onus is on major companies
such as Apple or soundcloud to create the neces-
sary tools to produce subtitled audio en masse.

“We need to demand this as consumers. It as-
tonishes me that we don’t care more that we’re
not hearing the majority of audio being made in
the world.” M
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Whay it’s not that funny when you make
‘squinty eyes’ and say, “Ching, chong, chang”

I live in a fantastic dorm with some kind, intelligent and curious people. Yet, at a recent dinner conversation, I found myself
having to explain why it is not okay to use the ‘N’ word or to refer to gay men as “fags”. But describing where the line lies,
between humour and hate, is not easy

DURING MY second year of univer-
sity in the US, a South Korean stu-
dent posted a campaign poster for
a position on the student union.
Her slogan was “Small person. Big
ideas”. Another Asian student, en-
couraged by his friends, posted a
campaign that mimicked the first.
His slogan was, “Squinty eyes. Big
vision.”

The campus descended into
chaos. The university disciplined
the second student, who argued
he had a right to free speech. Oth-
ers criticised his satirical cam-
paign, claiming that it perpetu-
ated negative stereotypes. As an
Asian American, I was inundated
with e-mails that offered free ther-
apy sessions should I wish to dis-
cuss my sentiments towards the
whole ordeal.

I thought the offer of thera-
py was overkill, but typical of
the type of ‘political correctness’
found on American colleges. Af-
ter four years, I was sick of it. So
when I moved to Denmark, I was
delighted to find a dark humour
that aligned with the sarcasm I
grew up with. I love the uninhibit-
ed manner with which Danes tell
jokes. Nothing is off limits - every-
thing can be laughed at.

BURQAS AND SWASTIKAS

One of the first parties that I was
invited to in Denmark was hosted
by the Asian Studies department
at the University of Copenhagen,
titled “the Yellow Fever Party”.
The description began with, “her-
rro errerybody...” A little tak-
en aback, I still found it funny. I
had worked hard to shed the af-
fectation of political correctness I
had adopted at my American uni-
versity.

How could
I explain
that it’s
okay for
me to
make an
Asian joke,
but not
okay for
my friends
to make
the same
joke just
five min-
utes later?

Natasha Jessen-
Petersen

My open-mindedness was, how-
ever, recently shattered when the
jokes went too far. At an event at
my dorm, residents were asked to
read from the Qur’an and crawl
on the ground, searching for the
suicide bomber - all part of a
drinking game. Participants were
dressed in haphazard, burqa-re-
sembling costumes.

This theme was just one in a
string of provocative parties that
I had either experienced, wit-
nessed or heard about. There
was the confederate flag hanging
in my neighbouring kitchen, the
Donald Trump theme that chal-
lenged “Mexicans” to climb an
obstacle course representing the
border, and an Auschwitz theme
with a swastika painted on the
host’s forehead. It was all a little
too much.

RESPECT

Over dinner one night with my
housemates, I struggled to artic-
ulate why I was uncomfortable
with my housemates dressing in
blackface for an upcoming party.
Another housemate, who is black
and on exchange from Canada, ex-
plained that she felt offended by
the action. My Danish friends just
did not get it.

My housemates pushed for ex-
planations. “Why isn’t it okay for
me to say n***¥ ¥ when rappers say
it all the time in songs?” or “but
where do you draw the line?” and
“why can’t I have an Auschwitz
party, everyone thought that the
swastika on my forehead was
funny and it’s not like I was in-
volved?”

My answers ranged from easy
to extremely difficult to articu-
late: “That’s a word with deep

roots that go back to a time dur-
ing which black Americans were
slaves and the word itself was a
tool for the oppression of a minor-
ity community,” “I don’t know,”
and “Just no”.

How could I explain that it’s
okay for me to make an Asian
joke, but not okay for my friends to
make the same joke just five min-
utes later? I recognise the hypoc-
risy, but do not know how to elo-
quently explain it. 'm reclaiming
and owning my identity... you're
just mocking it?

I argued that it was about it
respect. Most black people do
not want to be called negros, and
most gays would not wish to be
referred to as fags. I have yet to
meet an Asian who likes to be la-
belled a chink. So out of respect,
people who wish to treat those
aforementioned groups kindly,
should refrain from using those
words.

One of my housemate still crit-
icised this response as a censor-
ship of free speech. I tried to con-
textualise the issue and asked how
he would feel if he were to attend
a cancer-themed party had some-
one close to him been diagnosed.
He was initially hesitant, but ulti-
mately said that you should be able
to laugh at anything.

I take no issue with him and his
friends holding a cancer-themed
party in the privacy of their home.
But I don’t think it’s a suitable
theme for a party that is supposed
to bring students together. My
mother is a survivor and I cannot
laugh at that. Attending parties
that evoke a traumatic experience
or remind of oppression are simply
put, personally not that fun.

The question I think my friends

should ask is whether these par-
ties express the inclusion I know
they believe in. Denmark is no
longer homogenously white and
Christian. People of colour, like
me, aren’t an exotic 'other' any
more. We belong to the communi-
ty too. As a minority it only adds
to the alienation when your entire
almost-exclusively white dorm col-
ours their skin yellow and greet
each other with “ching, chong,
chang.”

SHIFTING NORMS

Denmark’s awareness is clearly in-
creasing. For example, we no long-
er call a fgdebolle a negerbolle
(negro bun) or a negerkys (negro
kiss), because we realised that it
ostracised an already marginal-
ised group.

Context and intention are
important tools for determin-
ing the difference between hu-
mour and hate. My roommates
don’t hate cancer victims, Mus-
lims or Mexicans. I don’t want
to ban black humour or humor-
ous cultural stereotyping. We all
do it. It can be really funny. But
we shouldn’t ever tolerate truly
hateful speech, so where do we
draw the line?

I am still trying to identify the
line between political correctness
and open-minded humour. Often
I wonder if the two exist dichoto-
mously, or if it is possible to tran-
scend the two spheres and to pos-
sess a dark sense of humour that
does not offend anyone.

To be honest, I don’t have the
answer. All I do know is that Jus-
tin Bieber’s current dreadlocks
are not flattering, regardless of
whether it’s cultural appropria-
tion or not. M
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WHAT'S ON - MAY

BEER CELEBRATION

65 of the world’s best breweries
from across the globe are com-
ing to Copenhagen. Buy your
ticket to taste some of the rar-
est beers from around the world.

@ksnehallen
Halmtorvet 1
bit.ly/cphbeer
May 8-15

PUSSY RIOT

The story of the feminist and an-
ti-Putin protest group is brought
to the stage of The Royal Dan-
ish Theatre.

Det Kongelige Teater
Sankt Annze Plads 36, KBH
kglteater.dk

Ends May 9

HELSING@R JAZZ FESTIVAL
From New Orleans jazz to be-
bop, bands from a variety of
jazz genres will parade and per-
form throughout the city.

Helsinger
helsingorcity.dk
May 12 -15

FRIDAY ROCK

Tivoli will showcase the music
stars of the future on their Fri-
day Rock stage. Many of these
artists have already started to
establish a name for themselves,
topping the Danish charts.
Tivoli

Vesterbrogade 3, 1620 KBH
fredagsrock.dk

MIDDLE AGE MARKET

With 1,500 actors and 35,000 vis-
itors, the Copenhagen Middle
Market is a great way to spend
the Whit Sunday weekend.

COPENHAGEN CARNIVAL

With over 120 bands and 2000
dancers, the carnival is an ex-
plosion of colour and movement,
guaranteeing a good time for all.

NGRREBRO RUN

A 5K run through the streets of
Ngrrebro, the run helps to sup-
port young minority males.

BRYGGE HYGGE

Come welcome summer on the
Island Brygge boardwalk. Bring a
drink, dance to a sunshine play-
list and celebrate the hopefully
imminent warm days.

Valbyparken Feelledparken, KBH Blagdrds Plads, KBH Islands Brygge, KBH
Hammelstrupsvej 41, KBH karneval-kbh.dk norrebrolobet.dk bit.ly/bryggehygge
kmm.dk Ends May 15 May 20
Ends May 16
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The sixth annual CLICK Festival
presents the best of future art, sci-
ence and technology through exhi-
bitions, workshops, talks, and con-
certs.

Kulturveerftet

Allegade 2, Helsinger
clickfestival.dk

Ends May 22

The largest carnival in Northern
Europe, Aalborg Carnival often
hosts up to 60,000 participants
and over 100,000 spectators.

Vesterbro 2, Aalborg
aalborgkarneval.dk
May 20-28

Natasha Jessen-
Petersen

Restaurant Day is a one-day
celebration of free-spirited food
culture in Denmark. Anyone can
open a pop up restaurant, café
or bar just for the day - quirki-
ness encouraged.

Venues across copenhagen
restaurantday.org
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DISTORTION

Party in the streets of Copen-
hagen over a five-day long cel-
ebration. With over 150 dance
floors, Distortion hosts festivities
in Nerrebro, Vesterbro, and Ref-
shalegen.

Copenhagen

cphdistortion.dk

Ends June 5

WILEY & SLIMZEE

Pumpehuset hosts performances
by two of the artists who helped
to pioneer the grime genre.
Wiley and Slimzee promise an
unforgettable show.

Pumpehuset
Studiestraede 52, KBH
pumpehuset.dk

June 2

WHAT'S ON - JUNE

MISS DRAGHOUSE

A competition between seven
drag queens in three different
categories, Miss Draghouse is a
fabulous and fun showdown be-
tween Denmark’s top queens.

Vega
Enghavevej 40, KBH
vega.dk

LUKAS GRAHAM

After taking the world by storm
with their number one single, 7
years, Lukas Graham, are re-
turning to their roots with their
first ever stadium concert.

@sterbro Stadium

Gunnar Nu Hansens Plads 7
billetlugen.dk

June 4

LETSGO

— CARSHARING IN COPENHAGEN

LetsGo is a flexible and easy way to have access to a car when Free registration at letsgo.dk
you live in the city, and much cheaper than having your own car

in Denmark.

Register before May 31st and get the
first month membership for free.

* LetsGo have 180 new cars in Copenhagen, Odense and Aarhus. WELCOME

+ Our low rates includes gasoline, insurance, tax, parking, maintenance and a 24/7
service hotline.

* The cars are parked at signed parking spaces all around
the city.

+ We have five different types of cars to meet your
demand, from micro to sedans, vans and EVs.

* The cars can be reserved in advance or at the
last minute for you private or business use.




Intensive Danish courses
in Hellerup and Lyngby




