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Being a European affords you with
a certain refined edge our American
friends can only dream of. While we
have a deep cultural history, they will al-
ways be nouveau riche upstarts.

Then Black Friday came to Europe.
"I got a Dyson but I don't even know if T
want it. I just picked it up," hairdresser
Louise Haggerty told The Guardian. "I
got two coffee makers, two tablets, two
TVs and a stereo," Any Blackett add-
ed. "I couldn't tell you the prices, but I
know they're bargains."

‘Well so much for our cultural supe-
riority. No more can we look to Ameri-
can excess and shake our heads conde-
scendingly.

It's even more sad that this sort of
excessive consumption is good for us.
Economies need to constantly grow for
some reason that isn't that obvious to
people without degrees in economics. It
seems be related to positive reinforce-
ment. The better an economy does, the
greater the investment in the economy
because those doing the investing have
confidence in making a return.

Recessions are bad then, not because
the economy isn't growing, but because
people think they are less likely to reap
a reward on their investment. So peo-
ple don't invest, markets collapse and
the rug is pulled out from under the
economy.

"Markets are ruled by fear," inde-
pendent trader Alessio Rastani told
the BBC in a 2011 interview. "For most
traders we don't really care about fixing
the economy, our job is to make mon-
ey from it."

‘While unscrupulous bankers and
traders are fair targets, we sadly need
them. The market economy drives tech-
nology and progress that has lifted bil-
lions out of poverty. I like my iPhones
and holidays abroad. I like that there is
meritocracy and working hard and do-
ing well is rewarded.

But I also don't like the massive
swirling patch of plastic in the Pacif-
ic Ocean, the levelling of rainforest for
soya plantations and the impeding cli-
mate disaster we are pretty sure we will
leave our children to fix. I don't like the
idea that we need an underclass work-
ing in a low wage economy to produce
goods cheaply enough to sustain a con-
stantly growing economy.

This issue isn't an attack on capi-
talism. Much of our wealth is depend-
ent on the liberal freedoms that Mar-
tin Agerup from Cepos espouses in
this issue. But unionisation and work-
ers rights, which Enhedslisten and Jo-
hanne Schmidt-Nielsen fight for, has al-
so enabled workers a decent standard
of living.

As Schmidt-Nielsen said in her in-
terview, politics is just about conflicts
of interest. The status quo is not an out-
come decided by one party or anoth-
er, its simply the state of equilibrium
between opposing sides. Our environ-
ment is suffering, but people need jobs.
Do the two sides always have to be in
conflict, can we accomplish both at the
same time? We'll vote for anyone who's
got the answer.
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It is cata-
strophic
that the
West has
not yet re-
alised that
it cannot
continue
to con-
sume and
produce at
the same
rate as we
have done.
It's obvi-
ous our
planet can-
not cope,
but the
machine
just con-
tinues
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MOST CONNECTED
Denmark is the
world's 'most con-
nected' nation. Ac-
cording to the In-
formation and . £i =
Comunication - P
Technology De- ‘_“TIH | AR
velopment Index, 1 -
Denmark has the
highest rate of mo-
bile phone and in-
ternet use. South
Korea came in sec-
ond, while Sweden
came in third.

Government agrees 2015 budget
The government successfully negotiated the budget for

2015 together with left wing parties Socialistisk Folkepar-
ti and Enhedslisten. Finance minister Bjarne Corydon (left)
stressed its focus on strengthening communities and wel-
fare, as well as pushing for development and growth. The
major highlights include changes to social benefits, with
1.5 billion kroner going to support individuals who qualify
for no form of unemployment benefits following reforms
in recent years.

Up to 75 million kroner will go to public schools to help
streamline special needs students into regular classes,
while one billion kroner will go towards hiring an addi-
tional 600 day care workers in the nation's public institu-
tions. Five billion kroner has been earmarked for health-
care and improving cancer treatment. 600 million kroner
has been set aside to increase staffing in maternity wards
and to decrease patient overcrowding.
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GAY COUPLE PUSHED DANES EATING DIRTY TOMATOES >

OUT OF TOWN

A lesbian couple has been
harassed into leaving the
flord town of Mariager af-
ter enduring a series of
hate crimes due to their
sexuality. The couple re-
cently moved from Aalborg
with their children and were
looking to settle into quiet
country life. Instead they
were received by a series
of abusive letters, garbage
was dumped on their lawn
and dog excrement thrown
was at their windows.

Fraud shuts down

Most tinned tomatoes eaten in Denmark were
picked by poor illegal immigrants accord-

ing to a recent report by the research cent-

er DanWatch. Their investigation found that
Denmark’s largest supermarket chains most-
ly stocked tinned tomatoes from southern lta-
ly where up to half a million poor, and often il-
legal, immigrants work without contracts and
in harsh conditions. The study looked closely at
thirteen tinned tomato brands sold in super-
markets and revealed that ten contained to-
matoes from the same southern ltalian town,
Puglia. Up to 65 percent of all employees in
Italian agriculture are employed without con-
tracts, DanWatch reports, and over 250,000 are
illegal immigrants.

Freedom House

CLAUS MEYER SELLS OUT

ap'sodsa / ooy

shipping fuel firm

After discovering a ma-
jor leak in funds from their
Singapore subsidiary, one
of Denmark's largest com-
panies OW Bunker filed for
bankruptcy. The ship fu-
el supplier lost a reported
746 million kroner from the

Danish gourmet companies Meyer and Lg-
gismose have been sold for a reported

700 miillion kroner to British capital equity
firm, IK Investment Partners. Despite being
owned by a foreign company, Claus Mey-
er of Meyer, and Jakob Gregnlykke of Lagis-
mose enterprise, will retain their influence
by sitting as board members of the new
company, which will consolidate the two.

Chechen refugees not wanted by councils
Three Danish towns, Hadersley, Skive and Brenderslev, have writ-
ten to the Immigration Service claiming that they cannot accom-

fraud and, with no avail-
able credit facilities, the
company was forced to
close its doors. OW Bun-

ker was valued at over
five billion kroner earlier
this year in what was Den-
mark's second biggest IPO
in 2014.

Lesley Price

modate any more refugees from Chechnya due to integration dif-
ficulties and "bad experiences". While the Immigration Act allows
municipadlities to preferentially select immigrants from particular
countries, the strategy has come under heavy criticism for being
discriminatory and racist.
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EXPLODING VEGETABLES
Vegetables have been hard
hit by the second warmest
autumn on record. The mild
weather has most affected
red cabbage farmers whose
crops have grown too quick-
ly. Some farmers have re-
ported that so many of their
cabbages have exploded and
rotted that they have lost up
to 80 percent of their expect-
ed yield. There won't be a red
cabbage shortage during the
prime Christmas season, how-
ever, as this year's total yield
is still expected to be higher
than normal. Phew.
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TESTING IMMIGRANTS VALUES
Young immigrants in Co-
penhagen will be asked to
anonymously complete a
questionnaire that quizzes
them on their attitudes to-
wards democracy. The ini-
tiative was headed by the
Conservatives and will tar-
get immigrants between ag-
es 18 and 29 with non-West-
ern backgrounds. The goal is
to improve the government's
knowledge of the youth's
perspectives on basic dem-
ocratic values and how they
align with Danish society.

FOREIGN AID CUTTO PAY FOR ASYLUM

The government's proposal to redirect 2.5 bil-
lion kroner from its foreign aid budget to
house asylum seekers and refugees in Den-
mark has over 30 Danish NGOs fuming. Ac-
cording to the government, the increasing
number of asylum seekers coming to Den-
mark will cost an additional 4.5 billion kroner.
Around a fifth of the developmental aid fund-
ing will need to be diverted to shoulder the
cost.

In protest, left-wing parties and 33 NGOs
have signed an open letter urging the public to
join them in their effort to have the proposal
dropped. Development minister Mogens Jens-
en defended the bill, saying that the move is
still by the book and entirely necessary.

Arrested for seeking shelter

A group of homeless people were
arrested and fined for trespassing af-
ter taking shelter in a public school
yard during a storm. Bakary Camaraq,
a Spanish national, along with 11 oth-
ers, sought temporary shelter from
the weather under an open shed af-
ter they were forced out of a Nar-
rebro hostel due to overcrowding.
Police shortly arrived to arrest and
move the group to Amager police
station, where they were searched,
photographed, fingerprinted and
fined for occupying an area that their
defence lawyers claim is public and
open to anyone.
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INTERNET TROLLS

A documentary exposes
the vile threats and abuse
public women have to suf-
fer

The culture of online sexism has
been making headlines lately fol-
lowing the airing of DR's three-
part documentary programme 7%
stille kvinde (Keep quiet woman).
In the programme, notable wom-
en who participate in the public
debate reveal the shocking and
hateful messages they have re-
ceived through emails and social
media.

In the first episode MP Jo-
hanne Schmidt-Nielsen shared a
multitude of messages she has re-
ceived. One message was the casu-
ally chauvenistic, "you don't know
what you are talking about little
darling", left by an aspiring mem-
ber of the Konservative party.

Emne: Danmark

Har @St om din situaion g, of don slags kaldes KARMA. . Tror du
o chied o RactEmD Som ar Skyld du fodhe bor Bdlgi? 77 pray 8l Segsen

Elar baden and Sagsog modstandsholans tor al slas mod tyskoens i sin
... | Radikabe siskede jo Nazsieme og opfordrede igetnem bl dansioeng
rriidee Si M hyak kngstieneste.. Og | grabserecs Hitler pa hans
fodaaisoag... Ligesom du nu aktivi siother Eslamiss Termosm wed al

heodche hdindin G dan slags

Bade Hither o I$lamester myrdode/myrdar &n Masse bom dagegl o dem

elsker du., S lad vier med at il

andra? Dobibelmonal.

Habar du 1 of loateliv,

Eller @r din daflor megrg viaid &n alle

MP Zenia Stampe and an abusive email she received. The final lines read: "Both Hitler and the Islamists murdered/murder lots of children every day and you love them ... So stop
whining ... Or is your daughter worth more than all the others? Hypocritical. | hope you have a shit life"

Elias Thorsson

A more sinister message was left
on her official Facebook page by a
Kenni Jensen who wrote: "bite the
pillow baby, I'm coming in dry".

Jensen agreed to be interviewed
for the programme and when asked
about the reasons for writing the
thinly veiled rape metaphor, he
simply replied "it was just for fun".

Most of the sexist trolls that
agreed to participate in the pro-
gramme expressed a similar view,
claiming that their comments were

'just a joke', and that they had nev-
er imagined that they would be tak-
en seriously.

MPs Zenia Stampe and Ozlem
Cekic also shared their similar ex-
periences. One particularly gro-
tesque message to Stampe claimed
that the tragic death of her daugh-
ter was "karma" for her support of
immigration.

In the aftermath of the pro-
gramme the issues of sexism and
the culture of online debating have

RESEARCH

STARK WARNINGS NEEDED
ON PLASTICS

Something is messing up our ba-
by-making organs and we need to
do something about it, claim re-
searchers at Rigshospitalet. The
culprits are thought to be phtha-
lates and bisphenol A (BPA) - in-
gredients that are used to make
hard plastics more malleable.
Neither compound is actually
bound to the plastic, so they can
be separated over time and re-
leased into the air.

In an editorial in Politiken
newspaper, the researchers re-
port that in a study of over 3,500
men, women and children, five
out of six had detectable levels
of phthalates in their urine. The

findings are worrisome as these
chemicals are thought to be re-
sponsible for malformed geni-
tals, higher rates of infertility,
abnormal development in puber-
ty, and a rise in testicular cancer.

The four most common types
of phthalates are classified by
the environment ministry as tox-
ic to reproductive organs. Con-
sequently, Denmark has a strict
ban on the production and sale of
food, toys, or materials designed
for children up to the age of
three, which contain a concentra-
tion of phtalates and BPA high-
er than .05 percent by weight.
The EU has a ban that extends
this to age 14.

The high level of exposure to

these toxic chemicals is the result
of their ubiquity. Phthalates are
highly prevalent in the produc-
tion of building materials, toys,
medical instruments and cosmet-
ics. They are, essentially, every-
where. They aren't just in what
we eat or touch, but also in our
homes, supermarkets and bars.

A person on the metro wearing
rubber boots containing phtha-
lates is unknowingly releasing
toxins into the air. This type of
exposure increases over time and
creates an exponential problem.
Even during pregnancy, a wom-
an's exposure can affect the de-
veloping fetus despite her efforts
to live healthily.

Hanne Frederiksen and An-

Nereya Otieno

been widely discussed, with the
hashtag #tistillekvinde becoming
very prominent on Twitter.

Reaction to the programme
has mostly been shock and sur-
prise at the extent of abuse that
women in the public sphere have
to endure. More women have
since come forward, however, re-
inforcing the reality of an online
world where speaking in ugly
tongues is not only expected, it's
accepted. M

ders Juul, the chemist and phy-
sician involved in the research,
have stated that the only way to
combat the problem is to phase
out "the chemicals that are
known or suspected to be endo-
crine [hormonal] disruptors".

Consumers also need to be
more aware of what they are buy-
ing. All plastics are labelled to in-
dicate the materials used, which
are identified by arrows in a trian-
gle. If there is a '8' inside the tri-
angle, it contains phthalates. Ad-
ditionally, more pressure should
be put on the government to reg-
ulate the production of materi-
als in Denmark and procedures
for importing goods from else-
where. M
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The bleak future of the Nordic model

Increasing inequality and rapidly changing demographics challenge the future success of the Nordic model says Norwegian think tank FAFO

WITH THEIR extensive healthcare
systems, strong institutions and
high levels of equality, the Nor-
dic states have enjoyed almost
unparalleled standards of living
and economic stability in recent
decades.

But a report by Norwegian think
tank FAFO suggests that unless
some hard decisions and radical
changes are made in the coming
years, the Nordic model might be
heading for trouble.

The report, entitled '"The Nordic
Model towards 2030. A New Chap-
ter?', was released last month and
lists the key challenges facing the
Nordic states - Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Iceland and Finland. The
report indicates that bleak times
may be in store for the region, with
the real possibility that the mod-
el may have all but eroded by the
year 2030.

TROUBLE AHEAD

Central to the Nordic challenge
is an ageing population, declining
labour market participation, de-
creased unionisation, increased im-
migration and growing inequality.

The average age has increased
by a month each year since 1990,
and it is estimated that the num-
ber of people aged over eighty will
have doubled to 2.1 million by the
year 2030.

As the birth rates continue their
slow decline, the increasingly aged
population can look forward to be-
ing supported by fewer and fewer
working age people. The birth rate
has tumbled from 128 births per
1000 people in 1990 to 100 in 2013,
and this trend is set to continue.

The labour market participation
is also expected to continue declin-
ing. In 1990, 78 percent of the re-
gion's population were of working
age. In 2013 the number had fallen
to 78.7 and is expected to reach 72.2
percent in 2030.

This combination of factors
places an increasingly heavy bur-
den on societies with generous
public healthcare and pension
schemes.

One saving grace is immigra-
tion, which has stabilised popula-
tions in the region despite the de-

As labour market participation drops...

78%

3 !
]'990‘

24.2%

1990

73.7%
73.2%

2013

28.2%

.. the top ten percent is earning an increasing

share of wealth ...

Not to scale

The number
of people
aged over
eighty will
have doubled
to 2.1 million
by the year
2030

Elias Thorsson

clining birth rate. The number of
immigrants in the Nordic states
has risen from 750,000 in 1990, to
over three million today, account-
ing for around 13 percent of the
population.

RISING INEQUALITY
But while immigration has replen-
ished the ageing workforce, it has
increased the pressure on welfare
programmes and suppressed wages.
Decreased unionisation will al-
so likely impact the labour mar-
ket. The 7.8 million union members
in 2012 represent a drop of 420,000
members since 1990. Should the
trend continue, unions can expect to
lose a further 1.8 million members
by 2080, reducing the influence of or-
ganisations that have helped main-
tain generous unemployment ben-
efits and high standards of living.

...and the number of unionised workers falls...

7.7 MILLION

7.3 MILLION

L ]

1990

6.0 MILLION

2030

.. and the share of the population aged over 80

dramatically increases.

‘While unionisation the level of
unionisation is dropping, inequality
is rising. Using the Gini coefficient
- where 0 is perfect equality and
1 is perfect inequality - inequality
across the Nordics rose from 0.22 in
1990 to 0.271in 2011, and is expected
to reach 0.8 in 2030. While the Nor-
dics are renowned for their relative
equality, the study found that ine-
quality is rising faster than in com-
parable European countries, such as
France and Germany.

These factors demonstrate the
rapid changes taking place in the
region. A smaller tax base will
have difficulty supporting the age-
ing population and, as inequality
increases and unionisation drops,
pressure on reducing wages and
welfare will likely develop.

The report's authors argue that
while the Nordic model enjoys

widespread political support, com-
placency is its greatest threat. New
ideas are required to ensure that
people don't fall out of the system,
to increase labour market partic-
ipation, and to address the pres-
sures of an open labour market.
Politicians need to both increase
efficiency and equality in order to
succeed in adjusting the model to
new conditions, but the authors al-
so have a warning:

"It is possible to imagine 'vicious
cycles', where politicians bicker, key
institutions disintegrate, govern-
ment measures do not provide the
desired results, for example in inte-
gration and labour market policies,
and the consequences are contin-
ued high unemployment, lower em-
ployment, growing inequality and
increased pressure on the welfare
system." M
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An app to stamp out discrimination

Most people never share their experiences of discrimination, making it a difficult issue to address. But now Copenhageners have a tool at their

fingertips to help them do just that, and in the process map exactly how widespread unfair treatment is in the city

BEING TURNED AWAY by a night-
club is an experience most will
have the misfortune to suffer.
But when a group of young men
were turned away from five out of
six clubs in one evening, it made
newspaper headlines. The rea-
son: they were the children of im-
migrants.

After Politiken newspaper pub-
lished the article in 2010, several
of the nightclubs were served with
fines. The discrimination contin-
ued, however, and in a 2012 survey
over 10 percent of the city's resi-
dents reported being discriminat-
ed against. The same survey - com-
missioned by Copenhagen City
Council - found that only three
percent of victims reported their
experience to the police.

Stemplet - Danish for 'la-
belled' or 'stigmatised' - wants
to address the underreported ex-
periences of discrimination. Two
members of the organisation, Fi-
ras Mahmoud and Eline Feld-
man, believes they can strike a
blow against discrimination and
change what it means to be a Co-
penhagener.

"It is important that people
feel that Copenhagen is for them,
regardless of who they are," Feld-
man says, adding that surveys

"I have it

in my hand,
with me. It
is a tool. So
I am also
empowered"

ELINE FELDMAN

Nereya Otieno

have found that those who had
been discriminated against were
less likely to feel at home in Co-
penhagen, or even call themselves
Copenhageners. As a result, dis-
crimination can affect the very
identity of a city and undermine
the confidence residents have in
local government.

"Tt's a trust issue. The whole
campaign has been around trying
to make people think and believe
this matters - that their experi-
ences matter. And we're listen-
ing."

A MATTER OF DATA

Politiken's exposé - and the pun-
ishment meted out to nightclubs -
was made possible because one of
the young men, Jakob Sheikh, was
a journalist working for the news-
paper. Without these resources, it
can be hard to prove discrimina-
tion has taken place.

"It's easy for politicians to say
it doesn't exist. There is always
a question of proof," Mahmoud
states. "Some politicians really
want to work with us, but they
need hard numbers to convince
other parties as well."

But while not everyone has
a media organisation that can
share their experiences, many do

have smart phones. So Stemplet
launched an app to enable resi-
dents to report their experiences
of discrimination in the city, and
let the local government know
where action needs to be taken.

"I have it in my hand, with me.
Itisatool. So I am always empow-
ered," says Feldman.

The app is simple. You start
by specifying where and when the
discrimination happened. Then
you state whether you are a victim
or a witness. Lastly, you indicate
which type of discrimination was
experienced - assault or verbal
abuse, for example - and the ap-
parent motivation for the discrim-
ination - ethnicity, religion, sex-
uality, gender or age. The report
is anonymous by default, but you
are invited to add further infor-
mation, such as your contact in-
formation and more details about
the event, if you so choose.

MAPPING DISCRIMINATION
Once Stemplet receives the re-
port, they have the option to con-
tact the authorities, the owner of
the location, or even - if a club or
bar is involved - the local govern-
ment department responsible for
alcohol licencing.

Experiences of discrimination

are not limited to nightlife, how-
ever. In fact, the 2012 study found
that people with a majority ethnic
background were more likely to
experience discrimination when
clubbing, while people from a mi-
nority culture were more likely
to experience discrimination on
public transport.

Stemplet's strength is its abili-
ty to map and catalogue incidents
of alleged discrimination. If a spe-
cificareareceives a high volume of
reports, authorities and city plan-
ners can take a closer look. May-
be the area needs better lighting
to feel safer, for example.

Ultimately, the app is not
meant to target individual offend-
ers. Feldman argues it is more
useful in changing how we think
discrimination operates.

"It is not our goal to go out and
become the police - we just want
to figure out how to make the city
better."

The app has been met with
positive feedback since its launch
in June and has been download-
ed over 1000 times so far. An
English version is now available,
and the government is develop-
ing a nationwide version, which
is set to come out sometime in
the spring. M

191dways
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Michelle Lucas and Lasse Larving after their wedding in Copenhagen. Their time in the city was short-lived, however, after they gave up battling the immigration system.

I take thee Denmark,
for better or for worse

Would you remain in your home country if your foreign-born partner had to reapply every 18 months to stay with you?
Lasse is one of the many Danes who ended up saying no

"l WAS JUST SO DISAPPOINTED," he
says after a long pause. "I was dis-
appointed in Denmark for pushing
me out because of who I loved, and
because I knew that I was leaving
over 30 years of my life behind."

Lasse Larving describes the
crushing decision to leave Den-
mark with his Canadian spouse
Michelle Lucas after the immi-
gration authorities ruled that she
would never be eligible for perma-
nent residence.

"I felt like I never had the oppor-
tunity to truly enjoy Denmark," says

Lucas. "I loved parts of it, but in the
end I felt like I was being treated
like a second-class citizen. You work
so hard to be in a place that doesn't
seem to even want you, and you start
to think, 'what's the point?""

Given Denmark's wealth, se-
curity and generosity, joining its
community is rightfully an earned
privilege. But strict immigra-
tion rules designed to protect
this wealth has inflicted collat-
eral damage - couples like Lucas
and Larving, who are excluded
through the state's attempt to fil-

ter out those deemed unfit for in-
tegration.

MOVING TO THE PROMISED LAND
It was a summer vacation fling
that grew into marriage. Lucas
and Larving met while on holiday
in Thailand in 2009. So strong was
their bond that Lucas soon moved
to Denmark on a working holi-
day visa.

"T went to school, took Danish
classes, and by the end of the year
we had to decide what we needed
to do - getting married or break-

Lesley Price

ing up were basically our only two
options," Lucas explains.

The couple were married short-
ly after in June 2011 in Copenha-
gen City Hall, the bride in a classic
cream cocktail dress with a match-
ing white bow and fascinator, and
the groom in a sleek black suit and
sneakers. The couple were excited
about starting alife together in Co-
penhagen, and had every intention
of enjoying the easy-going Danish
lifestyle for many years to come.

For a Danish national to marry
a non-EU citizen, they must both

ojoyd ajeAlld
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"There is a great deal of debate as to whether Danish immigration policies

breach human rights, especially considering the right to family life.

Some of the immigration policies go to the absolute brink of being brought

to international courts"

SILVIA ADAMO, EXPERT IN UN AND IMMIGRATION LAW, THE UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

be at least 24 years of age, reside
in a Danish apartment of a specif-
ic size, and deposit approximately
50,000 kroner in a locked account
for five years as collateral. In ad-
dition, Danish language require-
ments must be fulfilled within six
months of marriage. It was this
strict technicality that eventually
lost the couple their right to per-
manent residency in Denmark - he
can stay, she can't.

"We got married on a weekday
so we could submit the paperwork
the next day," explained Lucas.

After that it was a waiting
game, a time Lucas describes as
"a miserable hell", which was far
more difficult and emotionally tax-
ing than she had anticipated.

"I was just in absolute limbo. I
wasn't allowed to leave, I wasn't
allowed to work - which was fair
enough, but I wasn't even allowed
to volunteer," she said.

Six months dragged on with
Larving supporting them both, the
looming answer constantly weigh-
ing heavily on their minds and put-
ting a strain on their relationship.

"When you go through the pro-
cess, you're torn apart, you don't
sleep, you don't eat, you look like
shit, and you feel like shit." Larving
explained. "You can have a normal
day, but as soon as you come home
and try to fall asleep, you just think
'what if' and it kills you inside."

After six months, the applica-
tion was finally approved - they
could stay together. Little did they
know this right could just as eas-
ily be lost.

A COSTLY TECHNICALITY
Lucas began working night shifts

as a pastry chef, sometimes work-
ing six days a week and rarely hav-
ing time off on the weekends. Her
new job made it difficult for her
to complete Danish classes within
the prescribed period of time. This
is a strict stipulation required for
spouses seeking permanent resi-
dence. While she had begun Dan-
ish classes on her holiday visa, the
classes were not completed con-
secutively and, as a result, she was
told she could never apply for per-
manent residency.

‘Without this right, Larving and
Lucas would have to apply for a
new visa approximately every 18
months under the scheme of 'fam-
ily reunification' - a visa designed
for spouses and accompanying
family members. The couple would
have to relive the same struggle
every time they submitted a new
application - an application with
no guarantee of approval.

After a difficult deliberation, the
couple decided to relocate to Lu-
cas' hometown, Oakville, in the Ca-
nadian province of Ontario. They
sold their apartment and began
preparing for their departure, feel-
ing the misery of countless good-
byes and supressing the anxiety of
starting a whole new chapter.

"I felt disowned," said Larving.
"Growing up in Denmark, you feel
like you're a part of something,
you've contributed to make this
what it is - and now we've been
forced out."

PRESERVING DENMARK

The 'family reunification' scheme
has experienced a significant
tightening over the past decades,
which, according to Silvia Adamo,

an expert in UN and immigration
law from The University of Copen-
hagen, is the result of a variety of
societal pressures.

"In 2002, they passed some laws
addressing integration 'problems'.
But they basically just tightened
rules for marriage and family re-
unification in order to decrease
the number of immigrants coming
to Denmark," she says.

"Denmark is quite a homoge-
nous country, so the idea that there
were people living here who were
of another religion or didn't speak
Danish very well clashed with this
idea of community."

Adamo argues that there is al-
so a clear effort to reduce the num-
ber of humanitarian migrants and
asylum seekers, and this strategy
has been spilling over into cases of
family reunification.

"There is a great deal of de-
bate as to whether Danish immi-
gration policies breach human
rights, especially considering the
right to family life," she explained.
"Some of the immigration policies
go to the absolute brink of being
brought to international courts."

Like Adamo, the couple be-
lieves the problem lies not on-
ly with the immigration policies,
but also with the general attitude
towards foreigners in Denmark.
Larving feels that aside from Co-
penhagen, the vast majority of
Danes are not open to cultural di-
versity.

"They have the attitude that
everyone is coming to take advan-
tage of the welfare system," Larv-
ing claims.

Lucas admits that while their
immigration process was stressful,

"When you
go through
the process,
you're torn
apart, you
don't sleep,
you don't
eat, you
look like
shit, and
you feel like
shit"

LASSE LARVING

they have heard far worse stories.

"It's a vicious circle. People
show up and they're not welcome,
theybecome angry and start dislik-
ing the Danish culture, and then of
course Danes are going to become
equally wary. I feel there is so much
wrong with the immigration sys-
tem. Not just that it prevents peo-
ple from coming in, but also in the
way that it treats people."

Professor Sune Laegaard, an ex-
pert in migration and integration
at Roskilde University, says polit-
ically and socially there is a strong
protectionism toward maintain-
ing Denmark's identity. He argues,
however, that people aren't against
the idea of multiculturalism, but
are simply concerned with the mis-
use of the welfare state.

"Many immigrants are anet cost
for the welfare state and this is a
very real economic problem," he
said. "Some who come to Denmark,
often for very good reasons, proba-
bly won't be extremely productive
for at least a few years, as they may
not have the necessary education or
qualifications. It's not that we don't
like immigrants, we just want to
preserve the welfare state."

Larving found work in his field
as a logistics professional, while
Lucas is now in a dream job as as-
sistant food editor at the Canadi-
an magazine Chatelaine. They fell
through the cracks in Denmark
and found their place somewhere
else. While Canada reaps the re-
ward of their labour, Denmark
is saved the burden of a couple
whose complicated relationship
was deemed too much of a threat
to the country's famous social co-
hesion. M
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IBIS has worked in Mozambique since 1975 to raise educational standards, improve democratic conditions and increase transparency in the country's resources sector.
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Money doesn't trickle down,
it floods offshore

To IBIS it's rather simple: paying taxes is not just a personal expense, it is the moral thing to do. Getting people to pay it is the tricky part

LUXEMBOURG MADE HEADLINES
last month when it was revealed
that the small European state was
ground-zero for tax avoidance.
While the schemes were entire-
ly legal, they were ethically dubi-
ous and sparked uproar across the
continent.

Tax evasion is a hot topic, and
was high on the agenda at the re-
cent G20 Summit in Brisbane, Aus-
tralia. NGOs are also increasingly
focussing on taxes to resolve global
issues. Among these NGOs is IBIS
in Denmark, which campaigns for
fairer taxation around the world.

"The reason why people like
Obama and Cameron - who are
hardly left wing revolutionaries -
are talking about tax avoidance is
because they can see that the pub-
lic coffers are drying up, and that
it is impacting people from Den-
mark to Zambia. Super rich cor-
porations are running away from
the bill of maintaining society,
while the rest of us are left with the
cost," explains Lars Koch head of
politics and campaigning for IBIS.

If we really
wanted

to put an
end to tax
havens we
could do it
tomorrow

LARS KOCH,

HEAD OF POLI-
TICS AND CAM-
PAIGNING, IBIS

Elias Thorsson

The organisation is located
above a row of noisy bars just off
the Town Hall Square. The flick-
ering light show from the enor-
mous glass-faced offices of the
Confederation of Danish Indus-
try, visible through Koch's win-
dow. Their resources stand in
stark contrast to Koch's. As the
interview starts, a young female
intern interrupts us. She is the
other half of IBIS' tax unit.

A TAXING INEQUALITY
IBIS recently launched the cam-
paign Ingen skattekroner i skatte-
ly (No tax money in tax havens),
which aims at put an end to both
the illegal and legal ways compa-
nies use to avoid paying taxes.
According to IBIS, Denmark
is losing out on between three
to five billion kroner annual-
ly in tax fraud, which excludes
the higher number lost to legal
tax avoidance. The numbers for
the developing world are much
higher, however, with an esti-
mated 900 billion in taxes being

illegally syphoned out of their
economies.

"Since we were founded almost
fifty years ago, we have worked to-
wards supporting the developing
world, especially in the areas of
education, as well as assisting with
issues of poverty in general," says
Koch. "Over the last six years we
have started focussing a lot on tax-
es because it's the most sustaina-
ble way of improving conditions
in the poorer parts of the planet."

Koch argues that tax collec-
tion is directly related to worsen-
ing global inequality. According
to IBIS, taxing the world's bil-
lionaires a mere 1.5 percent since
the start of the 2008 Great Reces-
sion could have saved the lives of
around 23 million people.

"The debate about inequality,
which has been rapidly increas-
ing, is in many ways connected to
the tax debate," he says. "Inrecent
years the number of dollar billion-
aires has quadrupled, and about
one third of the world's growth
is going to the top of our socie-

ties. And these are not the peo-
ple who are paying taxes, because
they have ways of hiding their
money away in tax havens. We
have also seen that increased ine-
quality does not promote growth
like the market fundamentalists
want to claim, but in fact direct-
ly harms it."

AN INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM
Globalised finance doesn't make
taxing companies any easier. Mon-
ey slips in and out of markets so
quickly that governments often
have great difficulty pinning it
down and taking their cut.

"Our tax minister has ramped
up the fight against tax havens,
but if you have countries with-
in the EU like the UK, Ireland,
Holland and Luxembourg that all
have built in loopholes, then it is
very limited what we can do on
our own," he says. " If we are real-
ly going to address the issue then
we will need a lot of international
cooperation and effort."

As the discussion of tax avoid-
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ance and tax havens increases, so
have the efforts taken by govern-
ments to address the issue. Last
year the G20 expressed explic-
it support for the OECD's seven-
point plan to tackle tax avoidance,
which includes combating predato-
Ty tax competition between coun-
tries, and tougher rules on moving
'intangible' assets, such as intellec-
tual property rights, to tax havens.
‘While nation states have started
to take the matter seriously, Koch
believes that the issue is also hav-
ing a negative effect on competition
in the private sector by rewarding
companies that aggressively utilise
loopholes and tax havens, while
punishing those that don't.

"There was an article in Polit-
ken the other dayabout the compa-
ny Saxo Books, which had moved
its headquarters to Luxembourg,
where Amazon is based. In Lux-

embourg the tax on selling books
is only three percent, compared
to the 25 percent here. They can
therefore offer prices far below
what the companies based in Den-
mark can, which gives them an
unfair advantage on the competi-
tion, and hurts companies that are
based here."

THE RIGHT THING TO DO

Those in support of tax compe-
tition argue that consumers are
eventually rewarded through low-
er prices. But Koch argues that
cheaper consumer products don't
make up for the damage caused by
companies that refuse to partici-
pate in the societies whose mar-
kets they depend upon.

"T find it reprehensible that
companies that use our roads,
make money from selling their
products here and employ our ed-

ucated workforce refuse to take
part in paying for our society,"
he says. "An issue like tax avoid-
ance has a lot to do with perspec-
tive, these companies and individ-
uals see this from the point that
this is legal, but does that mean it
is moral?"

Koch wants companies to re-
gard paying taxes as a social re-
sponsibility that they feel moral-
ly obligated to address, along the
lines of civil liberties and the en-
vironment. And given the public
support for fairer taxation, he be-
lieves that it is possible.

"There are some people out
there that have extreme views,
who feel that corporate tax-
es should just be abolished, and
therefore don't see this as a prob-
lem. But the smart people can see
that the major corporations are
paying less than small and medi-

Increased
inequality
does not
promote
growth like
the market
fundamen-
talists want
to claim

LARS KOCH

um sized ones, and that you and I
are paying a higher percentage of
our wages than the billionaires."

‘With the world's biggest and
most powerful nations and organ-
isations addressing the issue, it's
tempting to think a solution is
well on its way. But Koch argues
that while the technicalities might
be simple, large political and eco-
nomic interests remain a major
challenge.

"If we really wanted to put an
end to tax havens we could do it
tomorrow. If big markets like the
EU and the US would say to the
Cayman Islands 'if you don't de-
liver information about our citi-
zens, and if you don't make sure
that our citizens are paying tax-
es than we won't cooperate with
you anymore'. Then the Cayman
Islands would cease to exist as a
tax haven." M
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The halls of Reagan and Thatcher:
the fight for freedom from government

Cepos is leading the charge for economic liberty and personal freedom. For while Denmark's economic problems are many, there is one
simple cure - lowering taxes and reducing the size of the welfare state

DENMARK'S FOREMOST free mar-
ket think tank Cepos lies a stone's
throw from the royal palace Ama-
liensborg, on a street that trans-
lates as 'landed Count', Landgre-
ven. Hidden in a maze of streets,
I miss the entrance and end up
by the Michelin-starred restau-
rant Clou, where a homeless man
is sleeping outside under a pile of
newspapers.

"We are a policy-oriented think
tank, which means that we are al-
ways thinking of ways to improve
society in a manner that is sus-
tainable and that also increases
personal liberty, responsibility
and economic freedom - factors
that are all strongly connected
to wealth and prosperity," says
Martin Agerup, the director and
founder of CEPOS who greets me
when I finally find the door.

He leads me through the hall-
way of the office and into their
main meeting room. On the way I
spot a picture of Ronald Reagan
depicted in the style of the iconic
Shepard Fairey Obama poster. We
sit down across from each other in
a meeting room littered with pic-
tures of politicians and other no-
table persons. As we start to talk,
I notice that right behind Agerup
is a picture of him shaking hands
with the late Margaret Thatcher.

IN THE STATE OF DENMARK
"Grenerally speaking Denmark
has a very strong society and a
strong economic model. To a large
extent this is based on Denmark
being a very liberal society with a
lot of economic freedom," he says.
"People tend to forget that and fo-
cus on one area where we are not
so liberal - the large public sector,
and the taxes that follow from it,
as well as the very large redistri-
bution through the tax and wel-
fare system."

CEPOS' stance on society is
firmly rooted in market funda-
mentalism and a belief that the

freer the market, the better off we
all are. This inevitably places the
organisation's view on society in
line with the right wing of parlia-
ment, but Agerup is adamant that
they have no ties to any of the po-
litical parties.

"T want us to continue with the
process that we are already under-
taking. We need to lower some of
the taxes, and we should lower the
average tax burden by ten percent,
over the next ten years," he says.

"We also need to make the pub-
lic sector more productive. I'm not
saying that public employees are
lazy, but they are a part of a sys-
tem that hinders their productivi-
ty and creativity. Many public em-
ployees say that they are being
told too much what to do, and that
there is too much bureaucracy."

Agerup is charming and his
delivery switches seamlessly be-
tween heavy brow firmness and
light-hearted humour. He has a
knack for communicating compli-
cated issues in a simple manner,
and draws upon relatable analo-
gies when dissecting topics like re-
forming the welfare system.

"Let's say you went to the
launch of a new smart phone. If it
were equivalent to the public sec-
tor, the producer might say 'we
have made this 1000 kroner bet-
ter'. But what does that mean?
Then they'll say, 'it costs 1000 kro-
ner more, so it is 1000 kroner bet-
ter'. This is how it works with the
welfare system: the politicians say
'we have increased spending by 2
billion kroner and isn't that fan-
tastic?' But what has really come
out of it? We need to come away
from this idea that we need to in-
crease input to get better output."

ON IMMIGRATION AND LABOUR

In recent years a split has begun
to emerge between the purely eco-
nomically minded right-wing, and
those more focussed on culture
and values. In an ideal world of

Loophole? You mean tax deduction. Martin Agerup in Cepos’ offices.

free markets and personal liber-
ties, people would be allowed to
shop around for a country to set-
tle in, while nation states compet-
ed over a workforce unbound by
their country of origin.

However, as the West witness-
es a revival of right wing pop-
ulism, these arguments lose out to
a conservative stance on immigra-
tion that seeks to keep foreigners
out. The situation is no different
in Denmark, and I am curious to
know what Agerup's views on the
issue are.

"All parties look at the polls
and what voters are thinking.
Some issues shift votes and this is
one of those issues. It is true that
Dansk Folkeparti (DF) and Vens-
tre have a very strong position on

Elias Thorsson

immigration, but all parties have
shifted their position since the
nineties closer to what DF was
then. Now all parties have moved
their position, with certain excep-
tions, not just the right wing."

Agerup admits that CEPOS do
little work on immigration, but he
believes that the main problems
facing immigration today have to
do with the welfare system, and
economic controls over the mar-
ket.

"We have an inclusion problem,
in that we don't have enough entry
level jobs. So the metaphor is that
you have a ladder, and we need
more steps on it. Currently the
lowest steps are too high, so some
people can't enter the labour mar-
ket. That means that people with
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low sKills, who maybe don't speak
the language that well, can't get em-
ployment. We need to have a low-
er de facto minimum wage. Right
now it is around 100 kroner, but
I'm not saying we should go down
to 60 like in Germany, as we have a
higher cost of living, but maybe 90
like in Sweden."

TAXES AND INEQUALITY

The recent debates about ine-
quality and tax avoidance through
loopholes inevitably come up, and
Agerup has a very critical stance on
both issues.

"First of all we need to think how
do you define what a loophole is?
Denmark has agreements with oth-
er countries, and corporations look
at these agreements and figure out
where they are best served. What do
you do when you look at your taxes?
You look at what you can deduct.
You don't say 'I'm not going to de-
duct that because I want to give the

government more money', we don't
expect private individuals to do that,
so should the CEO of a company go
to the board and say that he chose
not to deduct the taxes he could have
done? That is not his job."

This view on the tax debate falls
very much in line with the view free
market fundamentalists have on
taxes in general, and Agerup is not
shy to admit that he feels that, "cor-
porate taxes are a very bad thing".
He also believes that it is good for
consumers that states compete
with each other on taxes to attract
corporations, as lower taxes mean
lower prices on the goods and ser-
vices they produce.

‘When I prod him on the issue of
inequality, he once more draws on
an everyday analogy.

"When we talk about equality
we are talking about several differ-
ent things. I don't think that any-
one would disagree that we want to
be treated equally, in front of the

LEARN

law for example," he says.

"But then there is equality of
outcome. If you compare this to a
football match, you want the ref-
eree to treat both teams equally.
Otherwise the other team would
be very unhappy and you could say
that the game was unfair. But you
wouldn't say that it was an une-
qual result if one team was better
and won the game 6 - 0, you would
just say that the better team won."

Agerup frames the issue in
terms of fairness: it is unfair to
take away people's money to give
to their neighbour who earns less.
The left wing's desire to redistrib-
ute wealth, he argues, is driven by
a hysterical fear of ending up like
the US.

"There has been a development
in the US that we have neither seen
here nor in most EU countries, in
which the earnings of the top one
or ten percent have really taken off
compared to everyone else. It is a

We need
to lower
some of the
taxes, and
we should
lower the
average
tax burden
by ten per-
cent, over
the next
ten years

MARTIN AGERUP,
DIREECTOR OF
CEPOS
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very US specific issue, and peo-
ple on the left are pretending that
we have the same situation here,
but we don't. Some people like
to say 'let's just put a tax on the
rich', but that hits a lot of peo-
ple that have made their mon-
ey in a very good way, entrepre-
neurs for example. The way I see
it, if my neighbour starts earning
more money than me then that is
a great thing, as it increases the
wealth in society."

As our talk winds down I make
ajoke about the picture of him and
Thatcher, which leads into a talk
about his university days in Bris-
tol in the eighties and the rigidi-
ty of the English class system. He
reminisces about the Eton boys,
and how people were categorised
by their accents into certain types.
It would seem that not even Den-
mark's most dedicated right wing-
ers can fully escape Scandinavia's
culture of class awareness. M
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"Bein

able to express myself isn't a
oift. I don't believe in talent"

INTERVIEW Johanne Schmidt-Nielsen was brought up to have an opinion about the society she lives in and, at age 23, became the political
spokesperson of the far left party Enhedslisten. It's a position earned through hard work and dedication and driven by an ambition to sup-
port society's weakest and demand that businesses are held socially responsible

OUR EARLY twenties are for tran-
sitioning from adolescence to
adulthood. We work service jobs
to finance a lifestyle of sleeping
too little and drinking too much.
It's a time of study, self-discov-
ery and freedom before children
and work tie us down into a more
mundane life. Well, not for eve-
ryone.

"It was hard - while my friends
were out partying and getting
drunk, I was spending late nights
in parliament negotiating the
budget," Johanne Schmidt-Niels-
en told me as we stood in the el-
evator after the interview had fin-
ished.

It made me think. We are both
30 years old, but while I was start-
ing a Masters degree in 2007, she
had been elected to parliament
for the Red-Green Alliance (En-
hedslisten). When she was re-
elected in 2011, I was six months
into my first job as a journalist
and still living at home. Fun fact:
I still live with my dad.

Her prodigal political abili-
ty is both fascinating and suspi-
cious. Age 23, she was the young-
est ever candidate to represent a
party in a national television de-
bate. What sort of person feels
prepared to take on that level of
responsibility and not only suc-
ceed, but thrive?

"T spend a lot of time prepar-
ing. Even if the debate is only sev-
en minutes long I can spend two

It's human
to be afraid
of what we
don't know.
But as a
politician
you have a
choice: you
either fan
the flames
or try and
solve the
conflicts
that exist
and reduce
the angst

Peter Stanners

hours practicing. Being able to
express myselfisn't a gift. I don't
believe in talent," she says, dis-
missively.

But I'mnot buyingit. Schmidt-
Nielsenis the Enhedslisten's first
political spokesperson, appoint-
ed after she was elected to parlia-
ment in 2007. In 2011, after four
yearsin the role - Enhedslisten is
run collectively and has no lead-
er - the party tripled its electoral
success and amassed 6.7 percent
of the vote. While fellow left wing
parties have since stumbled, En-
hedslisten is now polling at al-
most ten percent.

It's an incredible feat for a
party whose 2011 party platform
called for Denmark to become a
communist and classless socie-
ty. Schmidt-Nielsen's communi-
cation sKkills are evident during
the interview, where she remains
on message as she deftly manoeu-
vres and sidesteps my attempts
to get her to criticise her politi-
cal opponents.

"I would rather answer a pos-
itive question," Schmidt-Nielsen
says after being asked to iden-
tify Enhedslisten's primary ide-
ological rivals. "Enhedslisten
stands for increasing the influ-
ence that people have over their
lives and for increasing sustaina-
bility. It is catastrophic that the
‘West has not yet realised that it
cannot continue to consume and
produce at the same rate as we

have been doing. It's obvious our
planet cannot cope, but the ma-
chine just continues."

Schmidt-Nielsen has no is-
sue with being the party figure-
head. When I return with a pho-
tographer a few weeks later she
immediately takes charge, guid-
ing us to a bright stairwell where
she slips into an uninhibited cas-
ual pose.

As I hold the flash above my
head for the photographer, I no-
tice she has on the same outfit
she always wears - black trousers
and a white shirt.

"I've tried to never be accused
of using my gender to my advan-
tage, so for years I have worn
this uniform. Sadly it's much eas-
ier for women to be labelled less
serious than men - a short skirt
or slightly revealing top is all it
takes," she explained during our
first meeting.

"There are politicians and fe-
male politicians. [The prime min-
ister] is known as Gucci Helle,
but no one would have called [for-
mer PM] Armani Anders, even
though his suits are probably just
as expensive. Women are still
judged by their appearance and
abilities as mothers."

Schmidt-Nielsen is disap-
pointed by the debate about gen-
der equality that, she argues, is
too focussed on extremes. The
lack of gender equality is a per-
vasive issue that affects all wom-

en, not just those trafficked into
the prostitution industry, or who
are kept out of male-dominated
boardrooms.

She has long campaigned for
more action in the field, and in
2009 Schmidt-Nielsen facetiously
presented a pair of red socks to
then equal rights minister Karen
Jespersen. The Red Sock Move-
ment (Rgdestrgmpebevagelsen)
campaigned for gender equality
in the 1970s and Jespersen was a
notable member - the socks were
awarded to Jespersen after she fi-
nally presented a law 13 months
into her ministerial role.

YOUTH REBELLION
Schmidt-Nielsen has a history
in direct action and, concerned
by the role of supranational or-
ganisation in redistributing the
world's resources, attended glob-
al summits during the rise of the
anti-globalisation movement as a
teenager. Her interest in tackling
social issues developed on a far
more local level, however.

"I grew up in a commune in
the countryside together with
my mother and 29 other families.
I was brought up to take a po-
litical position on the communi-
ties and societies I belong to, and
question the truths we are given -
and to think that's OK," she says,
adding that she moved into stu-
dent politics to address the fail-
ings she witnessed around her.
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"T was in a class with lots of
kids who did badly and didn't
get the help they needed. Despite
living in such a plentiful socie-
ty. I couldn't understand why we
didn't help these kids. That was
my starting point for politics."

In Danish politics you have a
choice; embrace globalised trade
but minimise immigration, or be
mistrustful of corporations and
supranational governance and
leave the borders open.

It's a crude generalisation, but
it illustrates Enhedslisten's prior-
ities relative to its political neigh-
bours as well. In its party pro-
gram, Enhedslisten argues the
ficht against capitalism requires
opposing institutions including
the European Union, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the
‘World Trade Organisation.

Schmidt-Nielsen is quick to
point out that her party isn't op-
posed to international coopera-
tion, it's the only way to solve en-
vironmental and climate issues,
which are central to Enhedslis-
ten's mission.

"The European Union is built
on a political foundation that lis-
tens more to the interests of large
businesses than the interests of
workers and the environment. In
a globalised world where capital
and labour travel across borders,
we need international answers.
But the EU prevents Denmark
from forcing businesses to pro-
vide apprenticeships, or agree to
collective bargaining agreements
in exchange for taking public con-
tracts, arguing that it is anti-com-
petitive."

The Copenhagen Metro is an
example of a public infrastruc-
ture project that has failed to live
up to Enhedslisten's demands. In
2018, several years into the con-
struction of the new City Ring, on-
ly two apprenticeships had been
given, leading Enhedslisten to de-
mand that the transport minister
take action.

Collective bargaining agree-
ments and social clauses make
jobsmore expensive, but Schmidt-
Nielsen argues that they pay off in
the long term.

I was

brought
up to take
a political
position on
the com-
munities
and so-
cieties I
belong to
and ques-
tion truths
we are
given

"The labour movement be-
lieves that we increase freedom
by being organised. This has
been attacked aggressively in re-
cent years where the public sec-
toris cast as an enormous burden
around the neck of private com-
panies. But private businesses
wouldn't be doing so well if there
wasn't a well-functioning day care
system, excellent health care and
a security net to catch the unem-
ployed," she says.

"Scandinavia would have gone
bankrupt decades ago if redistri-
bution didn't work. "

MONEY MATTERS
Is jealousy of the wealthy and ac-
complished the other side of the
coin to campaigning on behalf of
society's most vulnerable? The
right wing thinks so, arguing that
generous welfare keeps people
dependant on the state because
it lessens their incentive to work,
while high taxes are essentially a
punitive attack on those who've
managed to succeed.
Schmidt-Nielsen doesn't share

this worldview. When I walked
into her office I found her flipping
through the copy of The Mur-
mur I had sent her a week earli-
er. She was keen to know how it
was funded and where the money
came from. She sees money as a
corrupting force, not only in the
media, but especially in politics,
where Enhedslisten wants tight-
er and more transparent financ-
ing regulations.

"Citizens have a right to know
who is financing political par-
ties. It makes a difference that
Danske Bank has financed Vens-
tre when the same party was ne-
gotiating bank bail out packages
worth hundreds of millions kro-
ner. And isn't it interesting that
the four parties that Maersk fi-
nances, were the four parties
that agreed on its North Sea oil
deal?" she says without a trace
of humour.

"We know that if lots of cap-
ital is accumulated in the hands
of the few it means that influence
condenses too, that's how our so-
ciety works."

IP124USSOY JBYOISLIYD
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‘What about Liberal Alliance, I
ask, are you concerned that a Liber-
tarian anti-welfare party has man-
aged to find a niche in parliament?

"Despite getting millions and
millions of kroner in support
from Saxo Bank, Liberal Alli-
ance can still only attract around
five percent of the vote," she says
waving the question away.

"Tt's often claimed that the left
wing is in crisis, but Enhedslisten
is growing and has never had more
seats in parliament. Across Eu-
rope we are seeing the same trend.
The Social Democrats are the ones
in crisis because they stopped chal-
lenging the market logic and in-
stead jumped onboard. But we will
continue to insist on social claus-
es and make demands on the busi-
nesses that we sink billions of kro-
ner of tax payers' money into. We
also need to try and organise la-
bour even better across borders,
to keep up with the flows of labour
and capital."

OPEN ARMS
Schmidt-Nielsen's cynicism to-

ward the charity and philanthro-
py of business is matched only by
her disillusion of the government's
immigration policies. She recent-
ly returned from a trip to the Mid-
dle East where she visited refugee
camps housing those displaced by
the conflict in Syria.

"You are overpowered by pow-
erlessness. It's the worst feeling
you can have," she says of the ex-
perience, before launching into
an attack of right-wing propos-
als to reduce the numbers of asy-
lum seekers.

Right wing Dansk Folkepar-
ti and Venstre both argue that
asylum seekers are better served
if they are returned to countries
near their countries of origin, in-
stead of being housed in Den-
mark. Some MPs think Kenya,
home to the world's largest refu-
gee camp, could be an ideal des-
tination.

"The idea is ridiculous - you
might as well suggest sending
them to the moon or to Norway,"
she scoffs. "It's bad for the debate
that we would even waste time

Scandina-
via would
have gone
bankrupt
decades
ago if re-
distribu-
tion didn't
work

talking about something as unse-
rious, populist and unrealistic."

She is also highly critical of the
government's decision to bar asy-
lum seekers from claiming fami-
ly reunification for the first year
that they are in the country.

"Attacking something as fun-
damental as limiting the right for
children to be with their parents
is totally unbearable. You need
to have really good arguments to
tell a child they can't be with their
parents."

Despite the increase in asy-
lum seekers and associated costs,
Schmidt-Nielsen does not think-
Denmark is about to collapse un-
der its asylum obligations. Rath-
er, she argues that the fear of
immigration is merely a well-re-
hearsed populist narrative.

"It's human to be afraid of
what we don't know. But as a
politician you have a choice: you
either fan the flames or try and
solve the conflicts that exist and
reduce the angst. Sadly, lots of
parties choose the easy option of
fanning the flames and pretend

that Denmark is being flood-
ed with refugees. It's awful that
there are votes in saying asylum
seekers should be sent to Africa."

For a part of her trip she was
joined by Martin Henriksen, im-
migration spokesperson for an-
ti-immigration Dansk Folkepar-
ti, who is a keen proponent of the
send-them-to-Africa solution for
asylum seekers. How is it possible
to go on a trip with someone you
disagree with so fundamentally?
How can you even communicate?

Again, she dodges the chance
to take a personal swipe.

"In Denmark we enjoy curs-
ing out and offending other peo-
ple for its own sake. It's childish.
So what if I'm allowed. What's
the point?" she says, before il-
lustrating why she'll never be
out of a job.

"You need to stay far away
from anyone who thinks they
hold the absolute truth. It's im-
portant to realise that in life
there are conflicts of interest.
There always has been, and there
always will be." M

THE MURMUR
WANTS

YOU!

We are looking for an INTERN to work with us for at least three months. You are an ambitious young writer with a passion for journalism
and feature writing. Your English is native but you can at least speak and understand Danish. You have a broad set of interests, but read
more news and magazines than novels. You want to intern with us because you want inside experience at a fledling publication. You will be
writing and editing stories, uploading material onto the website and managing social media platforms. You can come into the office at least
twice a week.

The position is unpaid, but published articles are compensated. You will be given responsibility and we will listen to your ideas and help you
develop in whatever ways that we can.

Is it you? Email peter@murmur.dk with a CV, a cover letter and at least two examples of your work.
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Authentic integration
and internationalisation

Institut Sankt Joseph is the first bilingual international school to open its doors in Denmark. The programme offers children the
opportunity to learn in both Danish and English, in an environment that values diversity, understanding and integration

INSTITUT SANKT JOSEF'S bilingual
international programme is the
first of its kind in Denmark. Un-
like other international school
programmes, it allows students to
prepare for an international edu-
cation, while also integrating into
Danish society.

Denmark's first fully inter-
national bilingual programme
was launched in August by Insti-
tut Sankt Josef, a private Catho-
lic school located in the @sterbro
district of Copenhagen. The pro-
gramme is designed to offer the ac-
ademic quality and transferability
of the Cambridge International Ex-
aminations, while simultaneously
providing a framework for authen-
tic integration and internationali-
sation in Denmark.

Institut Sankt Josef believes its
bilingual approach to internation-
al education is unique, and distinct
from both Danish schooling and oth-
er international programmes in the
area. It is also an attractive alterna-
tive for both Danish and expat chil-
dren, who are caught between the
two systems due to both relocation
and the absence of alternative op-
portunities for authentic integration.

Both programmes have their re-
spective drawbacks - the Danish
programme presents barriers for
authentic internationalisation and
for maintaining or cultivating ac-
ademic English. English-language

international programmes, on the
other hand, often prevent students
and their families from becoming
fully integrated into the Danish so-
ciety in which they reside.

Institut Sankt Joseph's new
programme is designed to over-
come barriers to successful inter-
nationalisation and integration.
Although the programme tar-
gets everyone, the goal is to pro-
duce bilingual students who are
equally prepared to attend either
a Danish gymnasium or an Inter-
national high school, and is there-
fore especially appealing to expat
and Danish families with an inter-
national outlook.

The bilingual model incorpo-
rates two curricula, in which half
of the lessons are taught in English
(English, maths and science) and
the other half in Danish (Danish,
religion, art, and history). Students
are taught by native English speak-
ers - who are experienced in pre-
paring students for the Cambridge
International Examinations - and
navigate the key stages of the Cam-
bridge international examinations
process, which ultimately culmi-
nates in the IGCSE examinations
at age 15 or 16.

The school's programme also
emphasises an intercultural peda-
gogical approach, where students
are encouraged to become both ac-
ademically bilingual and multicul-

Quick facts

680 students are
enrolled at Institut
Sankt Josef

Ages 5to 16

The International Bi-
lingual Department
opened in August
2014

The school is lo-
cated in @sterbro,
across from the
American Embassy

Students come from
59 different coun-
tries

tural. Institut Sankt Joseph wants
its students to regard diversity as
a positive catalyst for understand-
ing. This intercultural emphasis
goes hand in hand with a celebra-
tion of Danish traditions, and an
emphasis on Denmark's unique
history and culture.

Institut Sankt Joseph has a
clear set of values that inform
and ground the school's culture.
The school believes that a Cath-
olic education must be essential-
ly understood as an educational
and formational project. The over-
all objective is that every child be-
comes equipped to take on the task
of what it is to become human - in

short, to become themselves.

Institut Sankt Joseph has come
a long way since it was founded in
1858 as a French-inspired all-girls
school. Today Institut Sankt Jo-
seph is convinced that the inter-
national bilingual programme,
now only a few months old, will
continue the school's long tradi-
tion of Catholic-humanistic edu-
cation, which prepares students
to become positive members of so-
ciety both locally and abroad. In-
stitut Sankt Joseph believes that
children should not be divided by
linguistic and cultural differences,
but united by the shared vision of
the school. M
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Fear and loathing at the Hish Fry

The second time I heard the story was at a Republican fish fry in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, when, over the foul-tasting local-fried catfish, my
new friend Debbie warned me of the coming terror

AWEEKEARLIER, covering the mid-
term elections in Kentucky, I first
heard a version of the story from
supporters of Republican Senator
Mitch McConnell in Lexington. I
had disregarded it as nonsense,
but there Debbie was repeating it
- and not for the last time. On my
final stop covering the American
midterm elections, at yet another
fish fry in Balls Creek, North Car-
olina, it resurfaced.

ISIS, Debbie told me in Arkan-
sas, was planning to cross the US-
Mexican border with an armed
posse to wreak havoc in the United
States. A few of them had already
been caught at the border.

My objections fell on rocky
ground. Why would they go
through Mexico? Wouldn't a bunch
of Arab fundamentalists milling
about at the border raise eyebrows
in Mexico?

The story, as it turned out, was
not from CNN, as Debbie tried to
convince me. It seems to have orig-
inated with Republican Congress-
man Duncan Hunter, who claimed
to have his information from un-
named sources with the Border
Patrol - but even Fox News ques-
tioned his allegations, and both
Mexican and American authorities
flatly denied them.

"With the truth so dull and de-
pressing, the only working alterna-
tive is wild bursts of madness and
filigree," wrote Hunter S. Thomp-
son in his classic account of Nix-
on's 1972 campaign. "When the
going gets weird, the weird turn
professional.”

I'm not sure Debbie had even
heard Congressman Hunter's orig-
inal story, but the tactic seems to
be to just throw it all out there and
let people connect the dots them-
selves.

My favourite example of this
from the midterm campaign came
from Pat Roberts - a mediocre

Republican senator from Kansas
- who managed to mash it all into
a single sentence during a debate
against his independent opponent:

"With Ebola, ISIS, whoev-
er comes across the border, the
167,000 illegals who are convicted
felons, that shows you we have to
secure the border and we cannot
support amnesty."

Boom. Ebola, ISIS, illegal im-
migrants. Felons. You figure it out.
It's like the title of that movie, 7%e¢
Sum of All Fears. What's scarier
than a Zombie? A Zombie wielding
an AK-47 and spewing Anthrax.

The weird had indeed turned
professional, and the Republicans
thumped Obama's Democratic
Party, which basically had no mes-
sage during the elections.

‘While fear was in good supply,
loathing was even more abundant.
Everybody loathes the capital,
hewing to that grand old tradi-
tion in American politics of run-
ning against Washington. It's
'broken', 'not working for ordi-
nary folks', 'out of touch'. There
is 'gridlock' and nobody can 'get
things done'.

People always give me a kind of
a compassionate look when I tell
them I live in Washington. Well,
contrary to the cheap applause
lines in political stump speeches,
‘Washington is pretty nice. And
people seem to be making a ton
of money. A big chunk of the near-
ly four billion dollars spent on
the midterms landed in the pock-
ets of advisors, media consultants
and campaign professionals in and
around Capitol Hill.

When everybody's making
money, things tend to stay the
same.

It was a 'throw the bums out'
election. Well, meet the new bums,
same as the old bums.

In spite of the ritualistic invo-
cations of bipartisanship, reach-

ISIS, Deb-
bie told me
in Arkansas,

was plan-
ning to cross
the US-Mex-
ican border
with an
armed posse

Kristian Madsen

ing across the aisle, and other stale
metaphors of cooperation, things
are almost sure to be as fiercely
partisan as ever before, with atten-
tion soon turning to 2016: Hillary
vs. a slew of Republicans.

‘When Obama lost the midterms
in 2010, he tried to take a page
from the old Bill Clinton playbook.
He acknowledged that he got a
'shellacking', and tried to reach
out to the opposition. In return,
he got stonewalled by a Republi-
can Party whose expressed prima-
Ty goal was to make Obama a one
term-president.

This time around, Obama has
chosen a vastly different approach,
pretending there was no election.
Congress was dysfunctional be-
fore, Congress is dysfunctional
now - same same. I'll just go right
ahead with my agenda, working
around Congress as best I can, and
leave them to bicker thank you
very much.

Congress won't reform immi-
gration? Well, I'll just go ahead
and do it anyway. So sue me. The
Republican leaders won't combat

climate change? Well, I'll just cut
a deal with Xi Jinping instead of
Mitch McConnell. Suck on that.

It's an interesting strategy, not
unlike the one George W. Bush em-
ployed after losing the 2006 mid-
terms over the unpopular Iraq
‘War, when he went right ahead and
redoubled the effort with the so-
called troop 'surge' in 2007.

While it might actually pro-
duce some results for Obama to
put up on plaques in his forthcom-
ing Presidential Library, it proba-
bly won't cure the fears at the fish
fries, or the loathing so eloquent-
ly expressed by Hunter S. Thomp-
son back in the 70s:

"How many more of these stink-
ing, double-downer sideshows will
we have to go through before we
can get ourselves straight enough
to put together some kind of na-
tional election that will give me
and the at least 20 million people
I tend to agree with a chance to
vote FOR something, instead of al-
ways being faced with that old fa-
miliar choice between the lesser of
two evils?" M
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T'he shirt that sent the internet into orbit

People in positions of power need to realise that they will be judged on how they look and what they say. Matt Taylor isn't a sexist, just
insensitive to the plight of women in academia and the sciences, and criticising his attire isn't a feminist plot to make men's lives hell

THIS MONTH the European Space
Agency (ESA) landed a satellite
on a comet for the first time in his-
tory. As the cameras rolled, pro-
ject scientist Matt Taylor spoke
passionately to millions of people
around the world, but all I could
see was the scantily clad wom-
en printed on his garish bowl-
ing shirt.

Poor Matt screwed up - or at
least the ESA's PR department
did. Because if they thought no one
was going to find the shirt offensive,
they are as disconnected from the
planet as we'd expected stereotyp-
ical space geeks to be.

"T don't care if you landed a
spacecraft on a comet, your shirt is
sexist and ostracizing," wrote The
Verge as Twitter erupted with a
flood of similar messages.

But poor Matt. We later learned
the shirt is a favourite of his, given
to him by a female friend. His teary
apology pulled at my own heart
strings. It was supposed to be the
pinnacle of his career, instead he
had to endure abuse on Twitter for
his poor sense of fashion.

Then came the backlash and
thousands rallied in Matt's sup-
port. The shirt isn't sexist, they ar-
gued, his female friend gave it to
him after all! And what's wrong
with the female body anyways?
It's obviously just a stupid garish
shirt. Why is everyone focussing
on the shirt rather than his accom-
plishments? When did people get
S0 sensitive?

Some went further. @celeste_o
argued that anyone who found the
shirt sexist should be punched in
the head. London mayor Boris

Johnson thinks there should be space
in the world for eccentricity. Getting
offended by the shirt is akin to being
an Islamist maniac, he added.

But who was driving the attack
on Matt? Feminists argued the
Guardian, which was now at risk
of 'becoming toxic'. The New York
Post summed up a number of sim-
ilar headlines with their own "we
landed on a comet, and feminists
are angry about a shirt".

So lets sum up. People are up-
set that feminists have found Matt's
shirt offensive. The shirt may be
stupid, eccentric and in bad taste,
but it matters far less than his sci-
entific accomplishments. We all
need to chill the fuck out and get
some perspective.

Sure. But how about this. Wom-
en have struggled to break into sci-
ence and academia and continue to
be underrepresented. Of the 567
Nobel Prizes awarded since 1901,
only 47 have been given to women.
You have to either believe that wom-
en are significantly less intelligent
or ambitious than men, or that so-
cial structures have prevented wom-
en from achieving their potential.

The context that the shirt was
worn matters greatly. Matt is in a
position of power when he appears
on TV representing the space agen-
cy. He wasn't some cool dude who
was hanging out with his mates on
a beach smoking cigars and drink-
ing Pifa Coladas. He was in mis-
sion control in one of the world's
foremost space agencies wearing
images of scantily dressed women.
I find it very reasonable that wom-
en would find the shirt, worn in that
context, offensive.

ESA project scientist Matt Taylor wearing ‘the shirt'

Peter Stanners

Let's just stop for a second and
think about what the pro-Matt
camp are arguing: 1) Matt has the
right to express himself however he
likes. 2) People who find the shirt
sexist are ridiculous and deserve to
called rude names and threatened
with violence.

‘Why is not ok to get offended,
but it's ok to get angry at people
who are offended at something you
don't thnink is offensive?

The debate about Matt's shirt di-
vided into two camps. One side ar-
gues that Matt's shirt was another
act of ignorant and casual sexism
and he should have known better.

The opposing side argues that
finding it sexist is an act of censor-

ship driven by aggressive online
feminists bent on ending masculin-
ity. Boris Johnson added that "few
have come to the defence of the
scientist [because] no one wants to
take on the rage of the web".

Huh? On 9Gag, a prominent on-
line platform, a post in defence
of Taylor has garnered over 2,500
comments. In it the author writes
that if a man or a women is driv-
en away from pursuing a career in
science, technology or mathemat-
ics (STEM) because of a shirt like
Matt's "you should never dream
about a STEM job in the first place.
You are not good enough".

In other words: just deal with it
ladies. If you're offended by male
behaviour that's your problem.
Stop being hysterical. You don't
have a right to be offended. But I
have a right to tell you that you
don't deserve opportunity because
you are offended. Ugh. Sounds like
an episode of Mad Men.

The fear seems to be that being
respectful to each other is somehow
an act of censorship and the first step
on a slippery ladder toward a total-
itarian and humourless politically-
correct society. This is clearlyidiotic.

‘What I don't understand is why
no one said, "Hey Matt, you're in a
position of power and how you're
dressed sends a signal to the
world that you perhaps don't re-
spect women as much as you do.
This is particularly problemat-
ic in science, so would you mind
wearing something a bit more
neutral for the cameras and peo-
ple who don't realise you're a
cool guy who doesn't hate wom-
en. Thanks." M
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c a PT U R E D Photojournalist ANDERS BIRGER spent some time with Christian Iraqgis who had sought refuge in the Kurdish city of Erbil after
being driven from their homes by the Islamic State. Head to http://murmur.dk to read an interview with Birger.
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"This photo was taken in one of the bigger camps in Ankawa, the Christian suburb of Erbil. The Church lay empty in the middle of this sea of tents. | was slowly circling it and moving in between the many refugees going
about their daily business. Suddenly | saw them, the three older men who have sought refuge for the harsh midday sun under a group of trees. It felt like they were being presented to me by the Virgin Mary. | looked at
them, they looked at me, and with a nod, | raised my camera.”
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"This is shot in a massive apartment complex that was under construction. The Church had rented the space for three months and had resettled hundreds of refugees there. | like this picture a lot because it almost feels like a mall where these two

teen girls are just hanging out, talking about life, like hundreds of thousands of other teens around the world. The reality is that they have been robbed of everything, including their future, and now spend their days in this concrete silo with a high-
ly uncertain future.”
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"This family shared a tiny two bedroom apartment with three other families. The humidity in the room was overwhelming, but these exhausted children slept right through it. It was like you could swim from one room to the
next."”




